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WOOD COUNTY ORDINANCE #500
WOOD COUNTY FORESTRY ORDINANCE

500.01 AUTHORITY & PURPOSE

This ordinance is enacted to prescribe the ruldsr@gulations for the establishment,
protection, development, and management of the @dtorest as provided in Chapters
26, 28, 29, 59, 75, and 77 of the Wisconsin Stafige as to provide a sustained yield of
forest products for commercial use and the assmtia¢nefits of soil and water
conservation, scenic value, recreational benefd,fesh and game resources, all in
cooperation with the Department of Natural Resairce

500.02 DEFINITIONS

(1)
(2)

3)

(4)

()
(6)

(")

(8)

(9)

Agent. The Wood County Forest Administrator or designee.

All-terrain vehicle. An ATV is an engine-driven device which has aweight of
900 pounds or less, which has a width of 48 incnésss, which is equipped with a
seat designed to be straddled by the operator hioth v designed to travel on 3 or
more low-pressure tires. A low-pressure tire iseawhich has a minimum width of
6 inches, which is designed to be mounted on awtima maximum diameter of 12
inches and which is designed to be inflated witloperating pressure not to exceed
6 pounds per square inch as recommended by thefactumer.

Beach. Any water area or adjacent land area designaedsavim area by
standard regulatory markers.

Boat L anding. Any site adjacent to water that provides pubticess to
navigable waters.

Board. Wood County Board of Supervisors.

Camp or Camping. The use of a shelter such as a tent, trailerpMéehicle,
tarpaulin, bed roll or sleeping bag for temporasidence or sleeping purposes.

Campsite. A segment of a campground or Camping area whiclesignated for
Camping use by a Camping unit or Camping Party.

Camping Party. Any individual, family, or individual group occyimng a
Campsite.

Committee. The Wood County Park and Forestry Committeesosuiccessor.
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(10) County Land. County Land or lands includes all lands acquireder
supervision of the Park and Forestry Committeethode lands under land use
agreement with it, including Federal, State, Towd Rrivate lands that provide
forest, wildlife or recreational benefit.

(11) County Forest Lands. The Wood County Forest shall include all lande iheld
or hereafter acquired for forestry or special usgpses and entered under the
provisions of Chapter 28.11 of the Wisconsin Seatut

(12) County Reserved and Other County L ands. Includes all lands administered
under the jurisdiction of the Committee and notcdped in 500.06 of this chapter.

(13) Department. The Wood County Park and Forestry Office.
(14) DNR. The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.

(15) Personnedl. Includes all individuals involved with the implemtation of the
Wood County Forest 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use &hd under the direction
of the Park and Forestry Committee or the ForeshiAdstrator.

(16) Picnic Area. Any tract of land developed and maintained fanpking
including adjacent recreational areas.

(17) Plan. The Wood County Forest 15 Year Comprehensive ILiselPlan and all
other documents referenced therein.

(18) Motor Vehicle. Any self—propelled device for moving persons @perty or
pulling implements from one place to another, editlg a self-propelled motorized
wheelchair or similar device designed solely totarl mobility of a physically
disabled person.

(19) Snowmobile. An engine-driven vehicle that is manufactureelsdior
snowmobiling that has an endless belt tread anidtge runners or skis, to be used in
contact with snow.

A snowmobile doesot include a vehicle that is any of the following:
(&) A Vehicle that has inflatable tires.

(b) A Vehicle that is driven by a motor of 4 sepower or less and that is operated
in sanctioned races, derbies, competitions or é@dmnis or only on private property.

A snowmobile cannot be over 48 inches wide if isw@anufactured after May 7, 1994
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500.03 COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT

The Wood County Board hereby assigns the admaiistr of the County Forest and the
Wood County State Wildlife Area to the Committedlog Board known as the Park and
Forestry Committee.

500.04 POWERSAND DUTIESOF THE COMMITTEE

(1) Policies. The Wood County Forest 15 year Comprehensive LselPlan and all
documents referenced therein, shall serve as pioidye operation of the Department.

(2) Landsand Facilities. Management and regulatory control of all landd tacilities
designated in this chapter, or not specificallyigiested to another Committee of the
Wood County Board of Supervisors, are delegatedgdCommittee.

(3) Scope. The provisions of this Ordinance shall applyltdamds, structures and
property owned, leased, controlled or administéngetVood County as determined in
Sec. 500.06 (1) of this chapter. All such landaldbe shown on an official map or
listing, at the Park and Forestry Office locatethatCourthouse, 400 Market Street,
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin and in accord withrdeords in the office of the Register
of Deeds.

(4) County Forest Lands. The Wood County Forest shall include all lands ield or
hereafter acquired for forestry or special use psep and entered under the provisions of
Chapter 28.11 of the Wisconsin Statutes.

(5) County Reserved and Other County Lands. Includes all lands administered under
the jurisdiction of the Committee and not speciiie&00.06 (1) of this chapter.

(6) Annual Operations. The Committee shall prepare an annual work ptehbaidget
for each ensuing year for the Department and isaipns. The work plan and budget
approved by the County Board shall establish thégias well as purpose for which
expenditures may be made.

(7) Personnd. The Committee shall direct and supervise the GolBark and Forestry
Office, subject to the approval of the County Boaltdshall employ a County Forest
Administrator as its Agent and such other compe®amsonnel as the Board may
authorize to direct, perform, and enforce the adstretion and management functions of
this chapter.

(8) Headquarters. The Committee shall establish and maintain fdnestdquarters for

office space and the housing of machinery, to@ajmment and supplies needed in
conducting forestry operations.
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(99 Egquipment and Supplies. The Committee may purchase, sell, trade, orodisf
equipment and supplies required for the operatdiise Department within the limits
contained in the annual budget.

(10) Land Acquisition. The Committee may negotiate for the acquisitiblands and
easements within the County Forest boundary byhase, gift, bequest, or by exchange
of County owned lands outside the boundary forpiimgose of blocking the forest for
better administration or for recreational purpos&sy acquisition of lands must be
presented to the County Board for its approvaly lamds proposed to be enrolled in the
County Forest Law, or lands proposed to be withdralall be subject to provisions
contained in 28.11 Wis. Stats.

(11) Administration of County Forest L ands. Applications for entry of County owned
lands under 28.11 of Wisconsin Statutes, shallrbpgred by the Wood County Forest
Administrator, approved by the Committee, and sigmgthe County Board Chairman
and the County Clerk. The County Forest Admintstravill forward the applications to
the DNR within the time limits prescribed by the RN Withdrawal of lands entered
under the County Forest Law shall be in the mapnescribed by 28.11(11), Wisconsin
Statutes. No deed to land so withdrawn shall «eid prior to recording the County
Board Resolution and the DNR order of withdrawahwhe Register of Deeds.

(12) Protection. The Committee shall do all things reasonably se&ey within the
Department’s budget for the protection of the foretether from fire, insects, disease,
trespass or from damage by animals or from othesesg in cooperation with the
Department of Natural Resources.

(13) Surveys. The Committee shall direct activities of survesyor locating survey lines
and appropriately monumenting corners of Countyesolcands and reserved lands.

(14) Roads. The Committee may construct, improve and mairdasgstem of forest
roads, trails and firebreaks and purchase secsereats for access ways required to
cross privately owned lands, within the parametdéthe Plan and the Department’s
budget.

(15) Forest Improvements. The Committee may conduct forest improvement work
including reforestation, release cuttings, thinsingruning, weeding, and any other
approved silvicultural practice.

(16) Eish and Game. The Committee shall work with the Department atuiNal
Resources on all matters relating to game andifishagement.
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(17) Saleof Forest Products. The Committee may sell timber stumpage in accurda
with the guidelines in the 15 Year Comprehensived_dse Plan.

(18) Cooperation. The Committee may enter agreements with the Eb&st Service,
Lake States Forest Experiment Station, the UnityecdiWisconsin and the Department
of Natural Resources for the use of County Laratsoi, materials and equipment for
conducting forest research.

(19) Special Uses. The Committee may establish, construct and mainégreation and
interpretation facilities, Boat Landings, wild resoe zones, aesthetic, management
zones, special use areas and wildlife habitat.

(20) Prospecting. The Committee may enter into agreements to nanenfnerals and
other natural resources upon County Lands undddépartment’s jurisdiction, subject
to the approval by the Board and the Departmeitatfiral Resources.

(21) Use Permits. The Committee may authorize special uses of GaLerd by written
permit. Any such permit shall be revocable forsmahby written notice. The Committee
may establish and charge fees for special use tgrmi

(22) Sand and Gravel Permits. The Committee may issue permits to municipalities
within Wood County for removal of sand and gravehi County Land under the
Department’s jurisdiction, consistent with Cha28r11, Wisconsin State Statutes.

(23) Plan. The Committee shall cooperate with the Departroéhatural Resources in
the establishment and maintenance of the Wood @dinYear Comprehensive Land
Use Plan. In addition, the Wood County Forest Adstiator will participate in the
determination of the allowable annual cut, an inggnof growing stock and increment
acreage control, establishment of compartmento#ret necessary items for such Plan.

(24) Special Recreation Area. The Committee may create and update rules and
regulations for the use of the Rifle Pistol Rarlgarshfield Pond Area, ATV Area and
any other special recreation areas.

(25) Additional Rules. Rules and regulations may be made from timete tby the
Committee, governing the further use and enjoyréptoperty administered by the
Committee. Any person who shall violate such rales=gulations, or who refuses to
subject himself thereto, may be excluded from e af such facility and be subject to
penalties.
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500.05 FOREST FINANCES

(1) County Forest Land Fund. If in the event that County Forest Land is sald o
traded, all proceeds from the sale or trade ot Hrels, entered under Chapter 28.11 of
the Wisconsin Statutes, shall be credited to alapsing account entitled the County
Forest Land Fund. These funds are to be usedéquulchase of property to be added to
the County Forest.

(2) Town and State Severance Accounts. Ten percent of the gross timber sale revenue
shall be deposited in a segregated non-lapsingiatto be paid proportionally to the
towns containing County Forest Lands, as per WisicoBtatue 28.11 (9) (d). In

addition, 20% of the gross timber sale revenud dleafleposited in a segregated
non-lapsing account to be paid to the Departmeiatiiral Resources when there is an
outstanding debt, as per Wisconsin Statute 28.)1(a}9

(3) General Fund. All monies received from the sale of timber stage, cut forest
products, fees and use permits, sale of buildinggnads, sale of surplus materials and
equipment, fire or other damage collections or nexes received by the Park and Forestry
Committee will be deposited in the General Funtthatend of the year unless otherwise
specified under 500.05 of this chapter.

(4) State Funds. All allotments from state funds under s.28.11l{Bbtate Forest Aid
Fund, s.86.315 Road Aids, s. 23.09 (17) (m) HalMatelopment Grant, s.23.09 (12)
County Fish and Game Fund, s.23.09 (26) Snowmaliils, and s. 23.09 (25)
Motorcycle Aids Program, of the Wisconsin Statugdgll be deposited in their
respective funds and shall be non-lapsing.

(5 Bond Deposit Account. All deposits for timber sale bid bonds and perfance
bonds shall be deposited in the Bond Deposit Fmaldsach fund shall be non-lapsing.

500.06 FOREST LAND USE REGULATIONS

(1) Designation of Forest Lands. All County Lands and facilities thereon owned,
leased, controlled, or operated by the Committeé,ret designated under Ch. 27
Wisconsin Statutes, except Dexter Park, shall Insidered forest lands and regulated by
this chapter.

(2) Eorest Products Harvest and Theft.

A. Timber Cutting. Commercial cutting, salvage cuttings and cultatdtings
on lands designated in this chapter, shall be lityamrpermit or contract,
approved by the Committee.
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B. Eirewood and Special Products. Commercial harvest of firewood and
specialty products shall be by contract or wrigpenmit by the Wood County
Forest Administrator or designee(s).

C. Product Theft. No person shall remove any plant, tree, partstoée or other
forest products from any County Lands designatddisichapter except as
authorized by the Committee or its Agent by writpgmmit, contract or policy.
Picking fruit, berries, nuts and mushrooms is p#edj unless determined
otherwise by the Forest Administrator.

(3 County Property Destruction and Entry.

A. Destruction. No person shall disturb, vandalize, damage, éefatnove or
destroy any trees, shrubs, plants, other natuoatty; sand or gravel; carve on
any rocks, archaeological or geological featuriggss walls, tables or structures;
drive nails into trees; or remove injure or defacany manner any structures
including buildings, signs, gates, fences, tablestioer County property. The
picking of edible fruits, berries, nuts and muskmngds permitted.

B. Entry. No person shall enter or be in any building,atiation, area, or trail
that may be locked or closed to public use or @wptio public or posted notice
without a written permit from the Forest Adminigtna

C. Tampering. No person shall tamper with any building, insttdin, or area
which may be under construction, locked or clogegublic use, and/or tamper
with, use, or damage any water control structuegia®, dam, or culvert, or act
contrary to posted or public notice.

D. Damage by Vehicle. No person shall, and no owner shall allow, therafion
of a vehicle for recreational use or other purgosa on any property
administered by the Committee in such a manney aause soil erosion,
pollution or other damage.

(4) Sporting and Recreational Use of Forest L ands.

A. Recreation Use Permits. Written permits, approved by the Committee, and
issued by its Agent, to organizations are requioedecreational use of specified
areas of County Lands, including ski clubs, Snowieatiubs, and other
organizations and organized horse trail rides. Renmay be issued for up to one
year.

B. Abandoned Vehicles. As used in this section, vehicle means any Motor
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Vehicle, trailer, semi-trailer, or mobile home. Nerson shall leave, nor shall any
owner allow any vehicle to be left unattended, withprior authority from the
Forest Administrator, under such circumstances asuse the vehicle to
reasonably appear to have been abandoned. Anairheiehicle shall constitute
a public nuisance and be subject to removal abWreer's expense. Removal of
the vehicle shall not relieve the owner or the apmrof the vehicle from any
penalty incurred because of such violation.

C. Camping. Camping is permitted on County Forest Lands estghated as
formal recreational areas, excluding those areggaut to existing County park
Camping facilities and areas posted as "no Camgdiogred.” Camping in excess
of 14 consecutive days is not permitted withoueapt from the Forest
Administrator.

D. Elevated blinds. No person shall construct, maintain, occupy,s& on
County Land any elevated scaffold or other elevdidce, except that portable
stands may be used provided they are completelgwredieach day at the close of
hunting hours and provided such devices do no dantagny tree, or to other
County property.

E. Ground Blinds. No person may construct, occupy, or use on Colustyg
any ground blind unless the following conditions aret:

1. The blind shall be constructed only of naturatemals found lying
dead and down in the immediate area, and causamage to trees or
other County property. Portable ground blinds maysed provided they
are completely removed each day at the close diftgihours.

2. The total area enclosed shall be no more thasyGére feet.

3. The blind is to be constructed so as it will mbérfere with the
movement of authorized vehicles or equipment amgtrocted in such a
manner that it blends in with the surrounding area.

4. All objects that are not in a form found naturailighin the immediate
area shall be removed from the blind each dayeatlibse of hunting
hours.

F. Vehicular Traffic.

1. No person shall operate any vehicle at a spedd,amanner contrary
to official traffic signs on County Lands.
2. No person shall operate a Motor Vehicle in amsale, boisterous,
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unreasonably loud or otherwise disorderly mammeler circumstances
which tend to cause a disturbance. Such condadtisblude, but not be
limited to: conduct which tends to disturb, annogndanger one or more
persons because of unnecessary or deliberate sgiahwheels, squealing
of tires, revving of engine, blowing the horn, dagsthe engine to
backfire, or causing the vehicle while commencmgibve or in motion

to raise one or more of its wheels, tracks or eKishe ground, or operate
at an unreasonable or imprudent speed on any Chantys.

3. No person shall, and no owner shall allow, operatif any Motor
Vehicle on any County Forest Lands, or on any SeagnForest Road as
identified in the Wood County Forest 15-Year Conmgresive Land Use
Plan, or on any forest road or trail closed byt gsoil berm, boulders,
barricade, or other device designed to block vdaiaccess to such area
or road, or posted as closed, unless such paatyti®rized by permit or
contract issued pursuant to this chapter. The Cttewror its Agent may
authorize special Motor Vehicle use areas or temls establish rules and
regulations for use thereof by the general publibe Committee or its
Agent may authorize by Disabled Access Permit,qressvith physical
disabilities to use a designated Motor Vehicle asode of personal
conveyance. Disabled access permits may onlysoedsto those persons
eligible to receive, and able to present a Wiscodgabled hunter permit,
or other similar acceptable proof of disability. pArmit is not required for
disabled persons using a motorized wheelchair.nfsgef the County
doing official business are exempted from this.rule

G. Parking.
1. No person shall, and no owner shall allow parkstgpping, or leave

standing, whether attended or unattended any e higtercraft, or
obstruction:

a. In any manner as to block, obstruct, or limit tise of any
road, trail, parking lot, Boat Landing, waterway recreational
facility.

b. Outside of any area provided for such purposes \ithisn
practical to use such areas.

c. Contrary to posted notice.

2. No person shall, and no owner shall allow parkstgpping, or leave
standing, whether attended or unattended, any leehiareas
reserved, by official traffic signs indicating thestriction, for vehicles
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displaying registration plates or identificatiomdswhich designate
the vehicle as a vehicle used by a physically deshperson as defined
in 5.346.505 Wis. Statutes, unless said vehicleohgzerly displayed
said registration.

3. Agents of the County doing official business areragted from this
rule.

H. Snowmobiles. No person shall, and no owner shall allow operatir
parking of any Snowmobile on any blocked road) ttedesignated ski trail.
Agents of the County doing official business areragted from this rule.

I. Marshfield Pond Area - Fishing. No person shall remove any Large Mouth
or Small Mouth Bass from the Marshfield Pond Aread When a Large Mouth
or Small Mouth Bass is caught from this pond, ibi$e immediately returned
into the pond in a manner causing the least dartatie fish.

J. Special Use Areas. In addition to rules and regulations set forthhis
ordinance, rules and regulations of the Park Ordieawill also apply to the ATV
area, rifle range and other developed recreatieasar

(5 Special Use. Special use of specific areas of County Landf beaauthorized only
by written permit issued by the Committee.

(6) Refuse. No person shall leave or dump any litter, rubpdsbris, dirt, stone or other
materials on any County Lands. When garbage rackgstare provided by the County
only garbage generated on the site, and assoaigiiethe special activity for which
purpose the receptacle was provided, may be pladbe receptacle. No personal or
private garbage or materials may be depositedemebeptacles.

(7) Eires. No person shall burn trash, slash or litter omir@p Land except as
authorized by written permit or policy, or speciiathorization of the Forest
Administrator.

(8 Prospecting. No person shall prospect on County Land withouiten permit
issued by the Committee.

(9) Access. No person shall block or restrict access to &y, toad, parking area,
recreational facility, or intentionally interferativthe use of lands and facilities under the
management and regulatory control of the Commitegents of the County doing

official business are exempted from this rule.

(10) Public Meetings and Sales. Any person desiring to hold a public meeting f a
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kind whatsoever, on any property administered byGbmmittee, shall first obtain a
permit from the Committee or its duly authorizedey The permit must be applied for
not less than 48 hours prior to the scheduled event

(11) Peddling and Soaliciting. It is unlawful for any person to peddle or sdllmisiness
of any nature, to distribute handbills or otherextiging matter, or to post signs, posters,
or decorations on any lands or structures undeutisgliction of the Committee, for any
purpose whatsoever, unless first authorized bymamittee or its duly authorized
Agent in writing.

(12) Signs. It is unlawful for any person to place unauthedzsigns on any property
administered by the Committee.

(13) Survey Monuments. No person shall remove, cover, bury, destroyedack any
survey monument, corner post, monument accessdngssg tree, bearing tree, or survey
accessory on any lands within Wood County, witifollbwing applicable statutory
provisions.

(14) Indallation, Public Utilities, and Private Construction. The location of all

public and private utilities, structures, linesgdampes within any property administered
by the Committee shall be subject to the contrahefCommittee and their construction,
erection, repair, or relocation shall be undertadely after written consent thereto is
received from the Committee or its Agent.

(15) Personal Conduct. It is unlawful for any person to engage in vidjabusive,
indecent, profane, boisterous, unreasonably loudtherwise disorderly conduct under
circumstances in which such conduct tends to caupeovoke a disturbance on any
property administered by the Committee.

(16) Property of Others. Itis unlawful for any person to disturb, destregndalize,
damage, or remove the property or personal eftégaighers on any property
administered by the Committee. Personal effeft®teproperty administered by the
Committee may be removed by the Agent of the County

500.07 VIOLATION OF THIS ORDINANCE

(1) Legal Action

A. Arrest Powers. Any law enforcement officer of Wood County owyaof its
municipal subdivisions, or law officers of the stathay issue a citation for the
violation of any of the provisions of this chapt&aid citation shall be in the
format set forth in Wis. Stats. S66.0113, whicleorporated herein by
reference. Said law enforcement officers as weAgents of the Park & Forestry
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Department shall have at all times the right teetite premises of any County
Land, building, structure, or enclosure in any par&yside, or special recreation
area, including such grounds, buildings, structusegnclosures which may be
leased or set aside for private or exclusive usmgfindividual or group of
individuals, for the purpose of determining tharthis compliance with this
Ordinance and the rules and regulations made bg tinemittee, and may use all
necessary means to attain that end.

B. Prosecution. Whenever an arrest shall have been made orialagion shall
occur, the District Attorney or Corporation Counsledll prosecute or proceed as
provided by law.

C. Penalties. Any person, firm, company, or corporation wholates the
regulations set forth in this Ordinance, or ruled eegulations made by the
Committee, shall be subject to a forfeiture of legs than $25 or more than $500,
together with the costs of the action. Each dapktion exists shall constitute a
distinct and separate violation of this Ordinaned as such, forfeitures shall
apply accordingly.

(2) Noticeof Violation

A. Notice lssuance Authority. Wood County Park & Forestry Department
Personnel, designated in writing by the Forest Adstiator, and peace officers
described in 500.07 (1) A. shall have the authddtigsue a Notice of Violation
on forms approved by and pursuant to procedurablested by the Forest
Administrator and the Committee.

B. Penalties. Persons to whom a Notice of Violation has besuned for

violating this Ordinance or rules and regulatioredsby the Committee may
enter into a stipulation of guilt with Wood Courty posting the sum (established
in the fee schedule set by the Committee), withitags after the issuance of a
Notice of Violation. Violators of this ordinancehe do not timely post said sum
as a fee shall be referred to Law Enforcementtferissuance of a citation as
provide in Section 500.07 (1) of the Forestry Oatice.

(3) Ejection From County Forest. Any person who has violated the terms of this
Ordinance may be subject to the immediate ejedtam the County Land by the Wood
County Forest Administrator or his designee(s), WGounty Sheriff’'s deputy or
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources law eefoent Personnel. Any person
ejected from County Land may not reenter any Coluatyd for a minimum of 24 hours.

(4) Seizure. Whenever forest products are found to have ba&awidully severed from
County Lands, the sheriff shall, on satisfactorglemce, seize such materials pursuant to
Section 26.06 of the Wisconsin Statutes for usthbyCounty or for sale, as the
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Committee may determine.

(5) Damages.

A. In addition to the penalties specified in paragr&00.07 (2), any person
violating any of the provisions of this Ordinandat be liable for any damages.

B. Whenever evidence of unlawful cutting on Coungydis is filed with the
Corporation Counsel, he\she may, and on directidgheoCommittee shall, bring
suit to recover damages as provided by Sectior928\dsconsin Statutes.
Similarly, civil suit may be brought against pastresponsible for forest fire
damage under Section 26.21, Wisconsin Statutes.

500.08 SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS, EFFECTIVE DATE, AND REPEALS

(1) Special Exceptions. Special exceptions to this ordinance may be gchby prior
written approval of the Committee and Forest Adstraitor.

(2) Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in fdroe and after its
passage and publication as required by law.

(3 Repeals. All ordinances and parts of ordinances in confierewith are hereby
repealed.

(4) Invalidation. Invalidation of any one of the subsections of @Brdinance by

judgment or court order shall in no way affect ahyhe other provisions thereof, which
shall remain in full force and effect.
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