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Fireweed: The conical flower
spike is 10-13 cm (4-5 inches)
wide at the base. Stem is round
and leaves alternate

Swamp Loosestrife: Individual
flowers ring the stem above leaf
pairs. They do not form a flower
spike like purple loosestrife.
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Photo by M.J. Oldham

Winged Loosestrife:
alternate with small stems
attaching to main stem.

Blue Vervain: Small purple
flower spikes, edges of leaves
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The Probl em (Not to scale)
Purple loosestrife is a very hardy perenniabP! 0l ogicalln Control
which can rapidly degrade wetl ands, ar erogs of_sevgre purg
diminishing their value for wildlife habitag.ooseStr'fe infestat
Wetl ands are the most biologically diverse eetles that feed of
habitat we have and when purple l|loosestrife (Not tolfcav®s 1s a gr
gets a foothold the habitat quickly becomes fiCellao beetle
choked under a sea of purpNet fd sgaadek An backyard for |
estimated 469,500 acres of wetlands, marshes, free gear. frof
pastures and riparian meadows are affected in. 6 0-32:6 IAIONR I
North America each year. rai se beetles SNONNCION
you!
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wetl ands would be asted. Chemical -l€Comtnr oInf e st
. dry, upland area, ar
xRecregtlona! uses p f Weftland for_huntlng, approved herbicide
trapping, f|§h|ng and bird watching can be applied to
decr_ease. Thick grpwth of purple loosestrifgdividual pl ant s.
can i mpede boat trpvel Broadcast spraying
xMost wetland ani mals depend on native s not recommended
vegetation for food and shelter. as 1t kills all broe
| eaf plants, | eavincg
xPl ant diversity in|Jwetlands declines the area open for
dramatically and mpny rare endangered further invasion | f
pl ants become threptened. very cautious of pr
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