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INTRODUCTION

The Town of Cameron adopted
their first comprehensive zoning ordinance
in 1964. In 1991, with changes in the
community and because of the influence
the City of Marshfield had on Cameron’s
growth, the ordinance was the subject of a
comprehensive update. Like most town
ordinances, the plan was not based on a
community plan at the time it was adopted.
It wasn’t long after that that Town officials
agreed that it was time to create a
development plan for the community. In
1994, a comprehensive development plan
was written, providing the first future land
use plan for Cameron. Although efforts
were made to follow that plan, continued
growth of the City resulted in major
differences between what was planned and
what actually occurred. Marshfield
annexed land from Cameron to create the
Mill Creek Business Park. That area was
planned to be a large lot residential area,
tagged with the classification of “rural
estate.” With the annexation, it was
destined to become a commercial business
park.

It was about the same time that
plans were being made at the State level to
relocate portions of U.S. Highway 10 and
expand it to a four-lane highway,
connecting the northern portions of Wood
County with Interstate 39 to the east. This
proposal would have a major impact on
what was to be agricultural land uses in the
1994 future land use plan.

With all the changes that were
occurring, the Town took the initiative to
cooperate with the City of Marshfield to
create a joint planning committee and enter

into a boundary agreement. A
comprehensive plan was developed for the
boundary area in 2001. That plan was
adopted and land in the boundary
agreement area was, subsequently,
rezoned to accommodate the commercial
and residential uses for which the area was
designated.

Enactment of Wisconsin’s 1999
comprehensive planning legislation was
timed right for Cameron. With the 1994
comprehensive plan needing to be
completely revised, with State plans for
relocating Highway 10 throughout the town,
and with Marshfield’s annexation of the Mill
Creek Business Park land and subsequent
boundary agreement with the town, it was a
good time to begin the process to make
comprehensive revisions to the future land
use plan. This document is the result of
those efforts.

Chapter 66.1001, Wisconsin
Statutes, requires comprehensive planning
in each county, city, village and town that
engages in land use regulatory activities,
such as zoning or subdivision ordinances.
The comprehensive plan must contain nine
elements, including 1) an issues and
opportunities element, 2) a housing
element, 3) a transportation element, 4) a
utilities and community facilities element, 5)
a natural and cultural resources element, 6)
an economic development element, 7) an
intergovernmental cooperation element, 8)
a land use element and 9) an
implementation element. In addition, by
January 1, 2010, all local governments’
land use-related actions regarding any
ordinance, plan or regulation will be
required to be consistent with its adopted
comprehensive plan.
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1. ISSUES AND
OPPORTUNITIES

Demographic Trends

Introduction

This section focuses on the
population makeup of the Town, analyzes
trends and identifies issues on which those
trends may have an impact, such as
providing municipal services and facilities in
the future or maintaining existing services
and facilities. Where it may be helpful in
understanding the local data, comparisons of
the Town’s demographics to surrounding
towns and villages, or those of Wood County,
are presented.

Population Growth and Distribution

The Town of Cameron’s growth
charts show the effects of growth and
annexations that have occurred over the
years. The official census counts for the
town are listed in Table 1 and illustrated
graphically in Chart 1. Between 1910 and
1960, the population numbers were
relatively stable, averaging 275. Then,
between 1960 and 1970, Cameron
experienced the same suburban movement
that was common in communities that were
adjacent to cities, not only in Wood County
and Wisconsin, but throughout the nation.
During that 10-year period, Cameron’s
population grew by over 75%, from 286 to
503. A growth of another 17% during the
next 10-years, 1970 to 1980, led the town to
what has been inevitable for many
communities, annexation. The annexations
were inevitable because the town could not
provide the municipal services that were
needed, primarily sanitary sewer and water.
Since 1980, Cameron’s population has
declined by nearly 2.5% per decade. The
Wisconsin Department of Administration
estimated the 2005 population to be up
slightly to the 1990 figure of 522.

Cameron entered into a boundary
agreement with the City of Marshfield in
1999 so that both communities could better
plan for shifting population and commercial
properties so that changes in municipal
services of each community can be properly
timed. More will be said about the boundary
agreement in other parts of this plan.

Table 1
TOWN OF CAMERON CENSUS COUNTS

1910 - 2000

YEAR POPULATION

NUMBER

CHANGE

PERCENT
CHANGE

1910 243 NA

1920 282 39 16.1

1930 254 -28 -9.9

1940 301 47 18.5

1950 285 -16 -5.3

1960 286 1 0.4

1970 503 217 75.9

1980 590 87 17.3

1990 522 -68 -11.5

2000 510 -12 -2.3

2005
(est)

522 12 2.4

Source: U.S. Census of Population & Wisconsin
Department of Administration.

Chart 1
Town of Cameron Population Trends
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It is helpful for town officials to know
how their community compares to neighbors.
Table 2 presents a comparison of the Town's
population to area communities. Scanning
the list, it can be seen that, between 1980
and 2000, all but two municipalities – the
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Town of Cameron and the City of Marshfield
– gained population. During that timeframe,
the entire area increased by 4.05%.
Cameron’s loss of population during that
timeframe was primarily because of
annexations to the City of Marshfield and the
Village of Hewitt. City officials challenged the
census count, suggesting that, instead of
losing population, the city actually grew. Out-
migration to Lincoln, McMillan and the Town
of Marshfield may explain the City’s
population loss in 2000. It is likely that the
planned relocation and reconstruction of U.
S. Highway 10 will influence some movement
to Cameron by both the residential and
commercial communities. The Town should,
then, experience growth in the future, in the
number of housing units, population and
commercial establishments. That is the
subject of the following paragraphs.

Population Forecasts

To properly plan for future services
in Cameron, town officials must have a
sense of the changing age structure of the
population and of the numbers that are
expected to live in the town in the future.

State agencies study future population
expectations for anticipated funding levels
of their programs and the town must do the
same. Population projections are
speculative and no person can forecast a
community's future perfectly because of
such things as changing economics,
physical demands on the environment,
changing political climate at all levels and, in
the case of Cameron, annexation that
occurs because of a need for certain
municipal services the town can not provide.
By using historic data from the community,
one can foresee, with some accuracy, what
the near future holds for the community as
with regard to expected demographics.

The Wisconsin Department of
Administration's Demographic Services
Center is the agency that prepares the official
population and housing projections for the
State of Wisconsin. Projections by that
agency are often required when a
municipality is applying for various State-
funded programs. The Center uses several
projection methods in an attempt to get the
most accurate numbers. Those projections
are illustrated in Chart 2. According to
Demographic Services Center projections,
the Town of Cameron can expect their
population to remain extremely stable,
virtually no fluctuation at all. The 2000
census was 510. According to the State
projections, that number is expected to
increase very slightly to 514 by 2010 and 516
by 2020. Thinking subjectively, this projected
change could be affected by the
reconstruction of Highway 10 to a four-lane
highway, which will likely increase the
demand in Cameron for both commercial and
residential properties. The real impact of the
new highway, though, remains to be seen.

Table 2
POPULATION GROWTH TRENDS

CAMERON AND SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES
1980 – 2000

COMMUNITY
1980
POP.

1990
POP.

2000
POP.

Pct.
CHG.

1990 -
2000

MEDIAN

AGE

YEAR
2000

Cameron 590 522 510 (2.30) 41.0

Lincoln 1,269 1,429 1,554 8.75 38.3

Marshfield T. 784 767 811 5.74 38.5

Richfield 1,235 1,344 1,523 13.32 36.2

Rock 745 764 856 12.04 36.9

Hewitt V. 470 595 670 12.61 35.6

Marshfield C. 18,290 19,293 18,800 (2.56) 38.7

AREA TOTAL 23,383 24,714 24,724 4.05 37.9
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Age Distribution

Chart 3 illustrates the aging of
population in the Town of Cameron, Wood
County and Wisconsin since 1980.
Cameron’s current median age of 41.0 is
nearly 17-years older than the 1980 median
age. That change is much more rapid than
the change in Wood County’s median age,
which was about 9-years older than in 1980.
Wisconsin’s median age increased by only
seven and a half years during the same
period, from 29.4 in 1980 to 36.0 in 2000.
The median age for the Greater Marshfield
Area communities listed in Table 2 was 37.9
in the year 2000.

Why has Cameron’s median age
risen so rapidly? Has it been a drastic
reduction in children under the age of 18?
Has it been caused by increased longevity of
the elderly population? Or, has the change in

median age been driven by something else?
Chart 3 provides some detail about the
population of various age groups from 1980
to 2000. The main thing that can be seen in
this chart is the large drop in population in the
first six age categories, which is offset by the
large increase in population in the last seven
age categories. The 15 to 19-year old group
is the only exception and, although there was
a small increase in this cohort between 1990
and 2000 (7 people), there was still a very
large decline between 1980 and 2000 (28
people). All totaled, the six lower age cohorts
lost 170 people, or 45.5% over the 20-year
period and the seven higher age cohorts
gained 90 people, or 41.7%. The increase

in the median age in the town can be
explained by this change. Table 3 shows the
actual numeric and percent change in each
age cohort. The decline on the younger age
groups will have an impact on schools and
the types of recreation facilities that are
needed in the area. Conversely, the increase
in the older age groups will impact community
service needs and facilities. It is likely that,
given the small size of Cameron and the fact
that there are few residential subdivisions in
the town, the median age of the population
will continue to increase during the planning
period.

Chart 2
Population Projections
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Table 3
Age Groups

Town of Cameron

Age
Cohort 1980 1990 2000 1980-

1990
1990-
2000

<5 49 42 30 -14.3% -28.6%

5 to 9 47 49 25 4.3% -49.0%

10 to 14 72 37 34 -48.6% -8.1%

15 to 19 73 38 45 -47.9% 18.4%

20 to 24 41 27 20 -34.1% -25.9%

25 to 34 92 99 50 7.6% -49.5%

35 to 44 75 67 95 -10.7% 41.8%

45 to 54 57 67 83 17.5% 23.9%

55 to 59 23 29 38 26.1% 31.0%

60 to 64 18 20 30 11.1% 50.0%

65 to 74 25 25 36 0.0% 44.0%

75 to 84 16 18 20 12.5% 11.1%
85 &
older 2 4 4 100.0% 0.0%

Source: U.S. Census of Population and Wood County Planning
& Zoning Office.

Educational Levels

In the past, the proportion of high
school graduates in Cameron has lagged
behind the state and county (Chart 4). In the
past 10-years, however, Cameron’s
proportion of high school graduates
increased faster than both the state and
county and is now comparable to and, in fact,
slightly exceeds both of the others. In the 20-
years, from 1980 to 2000, the proportion of
high school graduates in Cameron has gone
from 59.2% to 85.6%, an increase of 26.4%,
compared to a 16.9% increase for Wood
County and an increase of 15.5% for
Wisconsin.

Chart 5 shows the proportion of
population, age 25 and over, that has at least
a bachelor’s degree from college. In 1980,
10.7% of Cameron’s population had obtained
a college degree. As a comparison, county
wide, 11.4% had received bachelor’s or
higher college degrees and 14.8% had
received those degrees at the state level.
There was a trend reversal in Cameron
between 1980 and 1990. In 1990, the
proportion of college graduates dropped to
6.9% while the County’s number increased to

13.6% and Wisconsin’s climbed to 17.7%.
The decline in Cameron was probably due to
annexations of residential areas to the City of
Marshfield.

Technical college programs are very
important in Wood County. The proportion of
the population that has Associate degrees in
not reflected in Chart 5, but should be noted.
Statewide, 7.5% of the population, age 25
and over, have obtained two-year degrees
from the technical college system. In Wood
County the figure is somewhat higher at
8.1%, but in Cameron, 15.5% of the
population has earned an Associate degree.
This is an important fact because the
technical colleges will most likely continue to
be an important element of Wood County’s
educational system.

Chart 4
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
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Chart 5
COLLEGE GRADUATES
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Income & Poverty

Table 4 lists the median income
levels in Cameron, Wood County and
Wisconsin. It is interesting to note that
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Cameron's household, family and per capita
income levels are significantly higher than the
county and state. This is probably due to the
large proportion of the local population that
has Associate degrees and is working in
technical fields for Marshfield’s industrial and
medical employers.

Table 4
MEDIAN INCOME - 1999

1999
INCOME CAMERON WOOD

COUNTY WISCONSIN

Household $51,528 $41,595 $43,791

Family $58,000 $50,798 $52,911

Per Capita $22,148 $20,203 $21,271

SOURCE: U.S. Census of Population, 2000, Table DP-3.

Poverty figures are also reported in
the U.S. Census reports. Of the 510 persons
who lived in Cameron in 2000, 27 were below
the poverty level. That is 5.3% of the Town's
population and is no change from 1990. Of
all families in the Town, 3.7% had incomes
below the poverty figure.

Poverty figures for Wood County, in
2000, were 6.5% of individuals and 4.4% of
families. For Wisconsin, the figures were
8.7% and 5.6% for individuals and families,
respectively.

Households1

Households and Household Size

Charts 6 and 7 illustrate two trends for
households in Cameron, trends that have
been found to be common among Wood

1 A household and a housing unit are different. A
housing unit is a structure, i.e., single-family home,
duplex, four-plex, etc. A housing unit may house
more than one household, i.e., two households in a
duplex, etc.

County communities. First, the number of
households continues to increase. In 1970,
there were 128 and in 2000, there were 190.
The second trend is a continuous decline in
the average number of persons per
household. Again, in 1970, the average
household size in Cameron was 3.93
persons. In 2000, the size had gone down to
2.68 persons per household. Whereas larger
families were the norm in 1970, family size
has decreased as technology replaced the
need for more people to help farm, more
commuters migrated to the Town to have
more space and double-income families
resulted in fewer children being born. The
trend for more smaller households is likely to
continue throughout the planning period,
although it will probably be at a slower rate
than in past years, as children of the “baby
boomers” leave home to start households of
their own.

Household Forecasts

The number of households is a
function of population and population per
household. Factors to consider in

determining the number of households to
expect during the planning period include
future population levels, which, as noted, are
expected to remain stable, and decreasing
household sizes. In the year 2000, there
were 190 households in Cameron. The
population per household figure declined
from 3.00 in 1990 to 2.68 in 2000. Assuming
the 2020 population projection of 516 is
correct and further assuming that the
population per household will drop at a
somewhat slower rate, rate than in the past
20-years (-0.50 from 1970 to 1980; -0.43

Chart 7
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from 1980 to 1990; -0.32 from 1990 to 2000)
to 2.28 (-0.20 persons/household per
decade), the number of households in the
year 2020 will be 226. That is a gross
increase of 17 households between 2000 and
2010 and another 19 between 2010 and
2020. Household trends and projections are
summarized in Table 5.

Table 5
HOUSEHOLD TRENDS AND PROJECTIONS

TOWN OF CAMERON
1970 – 2010

Year Population Households Population/
Household

1970 503 128 3.93

1980 590 172 3.43

1990 522 174 3.00

2000 510 190 2.68

2010 514 207 2.48

2020 516 226 2.28

Source: U.S. Census, Wisconsin Department of
Administration and Wood County Planning & Zoning
Office.

Employment Characteristics

The Town of Cameron is a commuter,
or “bedroom” community to the City of
Marshfield. Formerly a strong agricultural
community, there are fewer working farms,
partially due to the spread of the city into
Cameron. The proposed relocation of U. S.
Highway 10 during the planning period will
have even greater impact on the town
because of an expected increased demand
for commercial uses near the new highway.
According to the 2000 census, the civilian
labor force (persons age 16 and over) in the
Cameron was 355, 97% of whom were
employed. Commuting jobs (those not
associated with farming and not reported as
“worked at home”) account for over 95% of
the total. The mean travel time to work is an
average of 16.7 minutes. Both the job
classifications and the travel time

demonstrate how jobs in the City of
Marshfield contribute to the commuter nature
of Cameron. The types of occupations of
Cameron’s labor force in 2000 are listed in
Table 6.

Table 6
TOWN OF CAMERON

OCCUPATION TYPES – 2000

OCCUPATION TYPE NUMBER

Management, professional &
related 333

Service occupations 78

Sales & office occupations 163

Farming, forestry & fishing 17

Construction, extraction &
maintenance 87

Production, transportation &
material moving 125

Total 803

Source: U.S. Census of Population, 2000, Table DP-3.
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2. HOUSING

Housing Assessment

Statement of overall objectives, policies,
goals and programs of the Town to provide
an adequate housing supply that meets
existing and forecasted housing demand.

In a recent community survey, the
residents of the Town of Cameron expressed
the opinion that the overall appearance and
quality of housing in the Town is “about
average” (68% of respondents) to “very good”
(32% of respondents). Only one percent of
the survey respondents thought the
appearance and quality of Cameron’s
housing was poor. It is an overall objective
of the Town to encourage home
improvements and development
standards that will enhance the overall
appearance of the Town’s housing, while
increasing the structural quality of the
homes.

According to the 2000 U. S. Census,
12.6% of the housing units in Cameron are
rental units. The average value of houses in
the Town was $99,600, according to census
figures, with a good distribution of various
housing values throughout the community. It
is an overall objective of the Town to
continue to encourage development of
affordable housing to continue attracting
working-age population with families, as
experienced between 1990 and 2000, and
to make our community affordable to
those who are leaving the work force.

The type of housing needed in
Cameron, according to the community
survey, could be classified as “affordable.”
Thirteen percent of the responses suggested
a need additional rental units, either duplexes
or multiple-family units. Also, respondents
favored allowing development on large,
scattered lots. As an overall housing
objective, the Town, through its
community plan and zoning ordinance,
will promote development at a density

that is considered lower than many
suburban communities. Developers who
desire to construct rental units will be
encouraged to do so in areas of the town
where, in the case of multi-family units,
the housing type will be compatible with
neighboring residential uses and have an
opportunity to provide municipal sewer
and water through annexation, if
necessary.

Age of Housing Stock

According to the 2000 census, there
are 205 total housing units in the Town. The
“Population Growth and Distribution”
discussion noted that Cameron’s suburban
growth began during the 1960s and
continued through the 1980s. That suburban
growth is verified by the information in Table
7. The construction of housing units showed
an increase between 1960 and 1969 and
peaked during the 70s. During the 1980s,
there was a decline in the new housing units,
but that is mostly attributable to annexation of
portions of the town to Marshfield. During the
1990s, the number of new housing units was
once again near the earlier levels.

Table 7
AGE OF HOUSING STRUCTURES

TOWN OF CAMERON

YEAR BUILT
HOUSING

UNITS
PERCENT
OF TOTAL

1990 – March 2000 32 15.7

1980 – 1989 20 9.8

1970 – 1979 37 18.0

1960 – 1969 31 15.1

1940 – 1959 27 13.2

1939 or earlier 58 28.3

TOTAL HOUSING
UNITS 205 100.0

Source: U.S Census of Population, 2000, Table DP-4.

Forty-three and a half percent of all
the housing units in the Town of Cameron
were built since 1970 and nearly 60% were
constructed since the suburban movement
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started in the 60s. Portions of the town
have been annexed to Marshfield over the
years and it is difficult to determine how
much additional land in Cameron will be
annexed to the city during the planning period
after U.S. Highway 10 is reconstructed. It is
important for the town to plan where growth
areas should be located and, of equal
importance, if and how agricultural uses will
be protected from encroachment of non-farm
uses.

Structural Value

The structural value of owner-
occupied housing in the Town of Cameron is
listed in Table 8. Nearly half (48.7%) of all
housing units are valued between $50,000
and $99,999. “Middle income” housing,
ranging from $100,000 to $149,999, makes
up 36.3% of all units and “upper-middle” to
“upper” income housing is 13.3% of the total.

Table 8
STRUCTURAL VALUE

OWNER-OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS
TOWN OF CAMERON

VALUE NUMBER
OF UNITS

PERCENT
OF TOTAL

Less than $50,000 - 2 1.8

$50,000 - $99,999 55 48.7

$100,000 - $149,999 41 36.3

$150,000 - $199,999 14 12.4

$200,000 –
$299,999 0 0

$300,000 - $499,999 1 0.9

$500,000 or more 0 0

Median – Cameron $99,600 -

Median – Wood Co. $81,400 -

Median-Wisconsin $112,200 -

Source: U.S. Census of Population, 2000, Table DP-4.

The value of housing units is a factor
both of age of the unit, its location and the
local economy. Much of Cameron’s labor
force (41.5%) is in the “professional and
management” occupations and, thus, is in a
position to pay more for housing than lower
paying occupations. The median value of
housing in Cameron is 22.4% higher than
Wood County as a whole. Both the Town
and the County have substantially lower
median housing values than the State, which
is reflective of the overall lower cost of living
outside the large metropolitan areas of
Wisconsin. The housing values in Cameron
indicate that housing in the Town is
affordable and there is good opportunity for
persons of all income levels to live in
Cameron.

Occupancy Characteristics

The occupancy status of housing
units in the Town of Cameron has become
slightly more owner- and less renter-occupied
during the past 20-years (Table 9). In 1980,
135 of the 178 housing units, or 76%, were
owner-occupied. There was very little
change between 1980 and 1990, but
between 1990 and 2000, the proportion of
owner-occupied housing climbed to 83% of
the total housing stock.

Table 9
OCCUPANCY CHARACTERISTICS

TOWN OF CAMERON HOUSING STOCK
1980 – 2000

Year Owner
Occupied

Renter
Occupied Vacant

Total
House-
holds

2000 166; 83% 24; 12% 11; 6% 201

1990 141; 78% 33; 18% 6; 3% 180

1980 135; 76% 37; 21% 6; 3% 178

Source: U.S. Census of Population, Table DP-1.

The actual number of owner-occupied
housing units continually increased during the
20-year period from 1980 to 2000. The
number of owner-occupied housing units
increased by six between 1980 and 1990,
with another 25 units added from 1990 to
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3. TRANSPORTATION

General

The purpose of this section is to
describe the Town’s transportation system,
assess current and future changes and
additions to that system, describe how the
transportation system relates to other
segments of the comprehensive plan,
develop goals and objectives for the
transportation system and establish local
programs that will seek to achieve those
goals and objectives.

Transportation System

Although small in geographic size,
the Town of Cameron has large
transportation issues. In addition to a dozen
town roads, Cameron also has portions of
two county highways (County Road A and
County Road BB), a state highway
(Highway 13) and a U. S. highway (Highway
10). Major reconstruction of U. S. Highway
10 and the potential change in the
designation of the Highway 13 route will
have major impacts on Cameron. Bicycle
and pedestrian facilities are also an issue
that needs to be addressed in an urbanizing
community like Cameron. Although the
nearest airport is in the City of Marshfield,
the flight patterns and Federal Aviation
Administration’s (FAA) airport height zoning
limitations map directly affects Cameron
property. Each of these issues will be
discussed separately.

Streets and Highways/Functional
Classification

Different roads are designed to
serve specific functions. For example, an
internal subdivision street is meant to
provide access to individual lots. These
streets sometimes include tight curves, may
be narrower than higher function roads and
have lower speed limits (i.e., 25 mph) for
the safety of users and because of the
numerous driveways. The subdivision

street may connect to a local road that
collects traffic from many subdivisions. This
collector street may be wider, straighter,
have fewer access points and have a higher
speed limit (i.e., 35 or 45 mph) than the
local street. A function of the collector is to
move larger volumes of traffic. The
collector street may, then, connect with a
county road. The collector street can be
classified as a minor or major collector,
depending on its location, traffic counts and
other factors. The function of the county
road may be to serve as an artery from the
town to employment centers in the adjoining
city. These arterials may be even larger
than the collector because they carry traffic
from several collector streets. Arterials
should have fewer access points than
collectors and may be multi-lane with higher
speed limits (i.e., 55 mph). In large urban
areas, arterials may channel traffic to larger,
or principal, arterial highways, such as an
interstate highway that has divided lanes
and speeds of up to 65 mph or more.

The map in Figure T-1 shows the
road network in the Town of Cameron. The
functions, or functional classifications, of the
roads are shown and include County Road
A as a major collector south of Highway 10
and as a principal arterial north of the
highway, Highways 10 and 13 as principal
arterials and County Road BB from the
junction of Highways 10 and 13 to one mile
west as a major collector. Preserving the
functionality of these roads is important to
the town’s development. If access points
are permitted close to each other and in
great numbers, traffic will find another route,
sometimes upsetting local traffic flows
through, say, residential areas. They find
shortcuts which can cause new problems in
other areas of town. Degrading the
functionality of a road may create a need to
relocate that road, such as in the case of
Highway 10. As traffic shifts, demands will
increase for new types of land uses;
agricultural to commercial or residential, for
example. That will create new concerns
and issues for the established land uses.
Properties may be allowed to deteriorate, or
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haphazard changes in land uses may spring
up.

Highway 10 Relocation.

The Wisconsin Department of
Transportation has been working on the
reconstruction and, in some areas,
relocation of U.S. Highway 10 (Figure T-2).
The Town of Cameron will be impacted by
relocation of the highway throughout the
town. In the Town of Cameron, the
relocation will have the most impact in
Sections 28 and 29 where the highway will
be moved several hundred feet south of its
present location and widened to four-lane.
A major intersection will be located at the

junction of Highway 10 and County Road A.
In Section 30, County Road BB will be
realigned to the south to match up with the
new location of Highway 10 where it turns
south. All of these improvements are
scheduled for 2009 and 2010.
Improvements will also be made to Highway
10 along its present alignment where it
travels south for about two miles, then turns
to the west along its present alignment.
These improvements are scheduled for
2011.

The relocation of Highway 10 will
cause some displacements of residential
and commercial uses in Cameron. There
will be 15 residential displacements and two

Wood County Planning & Zoning Office
November 2005

Figure T-1
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Figure T-2
HIGHWAY 10 REALIGNMENT
AND JOINT PLANNING AREA

Town of Cameron
Wood County

Wood County Planning & Zoning Office
November 2005
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commercial displacements, according to the
environmental assessment report for the
project. Total acquisition costs are $1.6
million. Total property taxes paid on these
parcels is $27,453.13 (2005). The
displaced residents will probably relocate in
Wood County. They may, however, move
into the City of Marshfield or to an adjoining
town, thus leaving Cameron without that tax
base. The loss may have some impact on
local services.

A portion of the Highway 10
relocation is located within the joint planning
area of the Town of Cameron and the City
of Marshfield (Figure T-2). In a joint
boundary agreement, the two communities

decided that land that lies between the new
highway and the existing highway will be
zoned and used for commercial purposes.
Land lying south of the new highway will
continue to be used for agricultural
purposes. Any change in that philosophy
will be subject to further review of the joint
plan commission and rezoning. The Town
also needs to be concerned about the future
land uses that may be proposed outside of
the joint planning area, but adjacent to
either the relocated highway or the current
alignment. There will probably be a
demand for commercial development and,
with the upgrading of Highway 10, there
may be residential subdivision proposals.
The town needs to be aware of the impacts
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of these proposals on municipal services,
the potential requests for annexation of
additional town lands to the city and the
impacts such proposals have on current
agricultural activities. Although some of the
proposals may occur outside of the joint
planning area, the Town should consider
the impact that development may have on
city services or land uses, if immediately
adjacent to the city boundary.

Highway 13 Realignment

State Highway 13 lies in a north-
south alignment along the eastern boundary
of the western tier of sections in Cameron.
Highway 13 becomes the main backbone
through the City of Marshfield, where it
eventually intersects with Highway 97,
which then connects with Highway 29, a
main east-west highway through central
Wisconsin. The new Veterans Parkway in
Marshfield has been designated to be the
new route for Highway 13 in the City. This
change has created an awkward jog in the
Highway 13 alignment. A possible
realignment of Highway 13 has been
proposed and discussed, although no action
has been taken on it at the time of this
writing. It is possible, however, that
discussions will be renewed upon the
completion of the reconstruction of Highway
10. If such a change occurs in the
designation of Highway 13 is implemented,
the current corridor will remain as Highway
10 only. There are development
implications with this scenario. The new
Highway 13 route may become more
attractive for new development. The Town
should coordinate with the City on
development proposals that would change
the land use along that corridor.

Airports

Cameron is served by two airports;
the Marshfield Airport/Roy Shwery Field
(MFI) and the Central Wisconsin Airport
(CWA) in Mosinee. CWA provides
commercial airline service to the area.

Three airlines, Northwest/Mesaba Airlines,
Midwest Connect/Midwest Airlines and
United/Air Wisconsin, provide 18 flights per
day which connect through Minneapolis,
Chicago, Detroit and Milwaukee. There are
also nine air freight and express flights
daily.

Central Wisconsin Airport is a joint
venture of Marathon and Portage Counties.
The airport was constructed during the mid
1960's to provide a regional facility to
ensure continued quality air service for
North Central Wisconsin. The facility
opened for operation in October of 1969.
The terminal has been modernized and the
highway access has been improved to
make access to the airport more
convenient.

This airport has two runways that
are grooved concrete, precision instrument
landing procedures to both runways for all
weather operations, an air traffic control
tower and all the other amenities of a
modern airport. Since 1982, more than
$40,000,000 has been spent to keep the
airport ready to serve the business and
pleasure needs of the region.

The Marshfield Airport is a local
general aviation airport that has two paved
runways, including a 5,200-foot concrete
runway that will accommodate business jets
and other private aircraft. The cross runway
is 3,600 feet in length. They also offer
aircraft maintenance, jet fuel, a S.D.F.
landing system and charter service. The
airport is important to the area, providing a
facility for businesses to quickly move key
personnel from one site to another, for
medical flights, for agricultural spraying, for
recreational flying, etc. The airport is
located adjacent to the state’s first airport
business park.

The Marshfield Airport has both
direct and indirect impacts on the area’s
economy. Direct impacts include jobs at the
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Photo T-1. Marshfield Airport/Roy Shwery Field.

airport and sales of airport products and
services. Indirect impacts include spending
by visitors who arrive in Marshfield via the
airport. In addition, there are induced
economic impacts which include the
activities of suppliers to the businesses at
the airport, for example electricity, office
supplies, aircraft parts, fuel for resale, etc.
and suppliers to the businesses that serve

visitors, such as sheets, towels, wholesale
food, etc. It also includes activity generated
by the airport workers re-spending their
income on clothing, housing, groceries,
entertainment, etc. The total economic
impact of the Marshfield Airport on the area
has been estimated to be about $3.84
million per year.2

Airports, by their very nature, create
planning issues and opportunities for

2 Wisconsin Bureau of Aeronautics,
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/projects/docs/mfi.pdf

communities. Uses near airports will differ
depending on the size and function of the
airport. Noise is a factor to consider, along
with safety issues related to low-flying
aircraft, including clear zones at the end of
runway approaches and height restrictions.
The Federal Aviation Administration
regulates heights of structures. All of
Cameron’s land area is included in the
airport height limitation map and these
areas should be included in local plans and
zoning ordinances as overlay zones. Figure
T-3 is a generalized look at the height
limitations. Looking at the map, it is obvious
that, the closer you get to the end of the
runway, the lower the allowable height. All
of Cameron is in the approach pattern and
that is why the entire town is under height
restrictions. Those height limitations
haven’t hindered development in the town in
the past and shouldn’t in the future. Special
attention should be given to proposals for
communications towers, windmills and
similar structures.

Compatible uses near an airport the
size of Marshfield’s might include
agricultural uses, commercial and industrial
activities and parks. The town should
discourage, through the town plan and
zoning ordinances, residential development,
particularly in the red and pink areas. Other
incompatible uses include schools, landfills
(because of debris and bird activity), and
wetland mitigation (because this type
activity may draw wildlife that could cause
safety issues on nearby airport runways. In
the joint planning area (Figure T-2), the
town, with the City of Marshfield, has
designated areas as commercial or
agriculture. The Town does, indeed, have
areas near the airport, but outside of the
joint planning area, zoned as agriculture.

Bicycle/Pedestrian Trails

Bicycle trails are becoming more
popular as an alternate means of
commuting, as well as for recreation
purposes. Wood County has an adopted
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bicycle/pedestrian plan as does the City of
Marshfield. These plans include connecting
routes in Cameron. Specifically, Lincoln
Avenue, on the town’s west side, and
County Road BB are shown to be “future
on-road” routes. As County Road BB is
being designed for relocation, it would be to
the town’s benefit to have a multi-use trail
designed into the project, either paralleling
the planned new route or near the existing
roadway. It would also be an asset to future
commercial and residential development in
Cameron to plan for multi-use trails to serve
the joint planning area and connect to the
Mill Creek Business Park trail. Quality of life
facilities, like trails, attract new growth, both
residential and commercial. Town officials

should consider potential routes and trails to
be included in future updates to the County
and Marshfield Bicycle/Pedestrian Plans.
Finally, the Wisconsin Bicycle Map3 has
identified Highways 10 and 13 and County
Road A north of Highway 10 as routes that
are unsuitable for bicycles. With the
relocation of Highway 10, local residents
and officials should encourage the
Wisconsin Department of Transportation to
include safe trails adjacent to the new
highway or near the existing routes.

3 Wisconsin Department of Transportation, May,
1992.
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Public Transportation

Another element of the Town’s
transportation system is public
transportation. Providing for the needs of
those who are not able to transport
themselves has been provided through
programs of the County, with the assistance
of State and Federal grants. The Town’s
interest should be in maintaining
communications with the appropriate
agencies to ensure that what ever programs
are available through those agencies be
made available to Cameron residents.

Taxi cab service is available to all
town residents from Marshfield’s Radio Cab.
This taxi cab company has additional
services available for seniors (reduced
rates) and those with disabilities (wheelchair
service).

The Aging Resource Center of
Wood County has bus service available
throughout the county. Service originates at
four locations in Marshfield on week days;
Cedar Rail Apartments, Norris Manor,
Upham Village and Parkview Apartments.
This service is wheelchair accessible and is
prioritized by medical, nutrition, shopping
and social. Volunteer driver service is also
available from the Aging Resource Center
of Wood County. This non-emergency
service is for Wood County seniors, age 60
and over. Priorities are for medical and
nutritional purposes. Riders must be
ambulatory or accompanied and are billed a
percentage of the cost of the trip.

Current & Future Changes to the
Transportation System

Future changes to Cameron’s
transportation have been discussed in detail
throughout in this chapter, specifically with
regard to the reconstruction/relocation of
Highway 10 and possible designation of
another route to change Highway 13. The
existing Highway 10 will become a local
road and County Road BB will be realigned
to provide more clearance for the airport

approach. Other changes during the
planning period will likely be limited to
typical maintenance of County and local
roads, possibly including some widening if
deemed necessary. County roads may be
widened to accommodate bicycles if off-
road trails cannot be developed. Local
streets will be upgraded and suburban
development continues in the Town. Where
possible, new developments will be planned
with street systems that include links to
other local streets or provisions will be
made to plan for future extension of those
streets, using temporary cul de sacs until
the connections or extensions are
constructed.

More bicycle and pedestrian trails
will be developed to provide Cameron
commuters an alternate means to travel to
work, school, shopping, parks and other
destinations. Town officials have
established a communications rapport with
county and city officials on other regional
projects. Ideas and concepts for bicycle
and pedestrian facilities will be forwarded to
and incorporated into trail plans being
developed by the City of Marshfield and
Wood County.

Relationship of Transportation
System to Other Comprehensive Plan
Elements

In commuter communities, like the
Town of Cameron, lifestyle choices of those
working in the city, but living in the town,
affect the future of surrounding suburban
areas. As the town grows, one of the first
impacts is on streets. When a new
development is proposed in a commuter
town, provisions must be made to move the
intended population to and from that
development to work, school, shopping,
parks and other activities. Eventually,
existing local streets may become so busy
that the street will have to be widened to
accommodate peak traffic, speed limits may
have to be lowered for safety reasons, or
maintenance of roads may more necessary



18 Town of Cameron Comprehensive Plan

due to the increased traffic caused by the
development. In some cases, the town may
have to appeal to the county to take over
jurisdiction of the road because of high
traffic. Facilities may have to be added to
provide a safe area for walkers or bikers.

Transportation system changes will
also impact certain community facilities. As
more streets are constructed, the demand
increases for more road maintenance
equipment. In addition, as the town grows
and as more roads are constructed, there
will come a time that the Town may have to
consider hiring a police officer to patrol
those streets. Depending on the linking of
new to existing streets, or the lack of linking
them, costs to provide street maintenance,
school bussing and other services that use
the streets, could increase. It is less
expensive to continue driving through a
subdivision, for example, than it is to
maneuver a snowplow through a
development with cul de sacs.

New streets impact the natural
resources and agricultural lands. Cameron
has areas of wetlands and floodplains that
need to be protected from encroachment of
construction of residences and other
buildings. The new development also has
the tendency to extract land from the
valuable agricultural land base. Policies
need to be implemented to protect the prime
agricultural lands, if it is the desire of town
residents to preserve the rural nature of the
town as brought out in the community
survey.

Intergovernmental cooperation is
essential to the development and
maintenance of a transportation system. As
noted, Cameron does not have an airport,
yet is located immediately adjacent to the
Marshfield Airport. Expansion of that airport
will impact land uses in Cameron because
of noise and height restrictions. The height
restrictions could affect certain land uses.
Street improvements should be coordinated
between neighboring communities. If, for
example, Marshfield decides to add or

widen streets near its southern boundary,
the Town of Cameron should be aware of
those plans so that the Town can plan its
improvements accordingly. An important
first step has already been with the
boundary agreement and the activities of
the joint plan commission. Continued
cooperation of this type will assure good
planning of the transportation system well
into the future. Both communities should
benefit from cost-effective provision of
future transportation facilities.

Relation of Highways to Other
Transportation Plans

Most roads in the Town of Cameron
are local streets (10.71 miles). The
exception includes County Roads A and BB
(1.75 mile total), State Highway 13 and U.S.
Highway 10. The County roads are well
maintained and some have been improved
in recent years. County Road BB will be
relocated south of the Marshfield Airport as
discussed earlier. As the County roads are
improved, the County Highway Department
should be encouraged to consider the Wood
County Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan and add
shoulders where indicated, if costs can be
justified. The City of Marshfield has a newly
adopted bicycle plan that can also be used
as a base for planning of future trails or
routes in Cameron. Also, although the
Wisconsin Bicycle Map identifies Highways
10 and 13 as unsuitable routes for
bicyclists, Highway 10 will be reconstructed
and Highway 13 may be designated to
another route. Cameron officials can work
with state highway designers to assure that
consideration is given to the needs of
bicyclists and pedestrians. The “Wisconsin
Bicycle Transportation Plan 20204” has very
few “priority corridors” and “key linkages” in
Wood County and none of those happens to
be in the Town of Cameron. This fact
makes it more important that the Town

4 Wisconsin Department of Transportation, Division of
Investment management, Bureau of Planning,
December, 1998.
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4. UTILITIES & COMMUNITY
FACILITIES

Overall objectives, policies, goals
and programs

Unincorporated towns, like
Cameron, typically are not able to provide
the same type utilities as does a larger,
more compactly developed village or city.
Unincorporated towns do, however, have
the same type utility and community facility
needs as residents who live in villages and
cities. The purpose of this element is
twofold. First, the following paragraphs
describe the existing conditions and issues
relative to public and private utilities and
community facilities in the Town of
Cameron. Second, goals, objectives and
policies are presented regarding utilities and
facilities to help guide future town-level
decisions.

Sewage Disposal/Sanitary Sewer

The Town of Cameron does not
have municipal, or public, sanitary sewer
service. Any structure that is built with
running water in the Town must install a
private on-site waste treatment system
(POWTS). All such systems must be
approved by the State Department of
Commerce under the provisions of
applicable statutes and the Wisconsin
Administrative Code for both installation and
maintenance.

The Wood County Planning &
Zoning Office administers the private
sewage program, issuing permits for
POWTS, inspecting them for proper
installation and assuring that failing systems
are replaced. Permits have been issued
since 1970 and, as the state plumbing code
has changed because of more knowledge of
the ability of various soil types to either treat
or not treat domestic sewage, the types of
systems being installed in the various soils
has also changed. Table U-1 reveals the

change that has taken place over the years.
During the 1970s, most private waste
systems for new construction in Cameron
were holding tanks (24), with about half as
many (14) conventional systems. Mound
systems were just coming on the scene in
the late 70s and were only allowed on soils
with certain characteristics, much the same
as today. It’s interesting to note that, after
the 1970s, when state private sewage
system standards became much more strict,
no conventional systems were installed
again. In fact, county records show that, of
the 16 conventional systems that received
sanitary permits from Wood County, nine
had been replaced after failing. In the
1980s, all but one of the 50 county sanitary
permits that were issued were for holding
tanks. The same held true during the 1990s
and, between 2000 and 2005, 34 sanitary
permits have been issued by Wood County
for holding tanks and five for mound
systems. The reason for a few more
mounds is that requirements of the
Wisconsin Administrative Code have been
amended to allow what is called “A + 4”
mounds under more conditions.

The number of permits for
replacement systems rose from only 2 in the
1970s to 21 in the 1980s, 17 in the 90s and
16 so far in the 2000s. Some of those
replacements were caused by the failing
conventional systems, mentioned earlier,
and others were replacements of holding
tanks that had been installed earlier,
possibly before the county sanitary permit
program started. Most permits issued in
Cameron, during any time period shown,
have been for new construction. Since
1970, 128 permits have been issued for
new construction versus 56 for replacement
systems. During the 1970s, 38 permits
were issued for new construction. That
number fell to 29 in the 80s and rose again
to 38 in the 90s. In the first six years of the
new millennium, 23 Wood County sanitary
permits have been issued for new
construction.
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Private waste disposal is regulated
at the State level. Standards that determine
different types of systems are set forth in
the Wisconsin Administrative Code, Chapter
Comm 83. The determination of the type of
system depends on soil types and how well
the specific type of system can treat
effluent. New standards are performance-
based versus the prescriptive-based
standards of pre-2000 where the code said
you must use X-, Y- or Z-type systems.
Because of the types of soils that are
present in the Town of Cameron, holding
tanks are the most common option. Holding
tanks, as previously shown, continue to
account for most of the County permits
issued in Cameron because soils cannot
“treat” effluent. Holding tanks store waste
for later disposal at municipal treatment
plants or, during summer months, land
spreading at licensed sites.

Because of the poor soil drainage
and relatively high groundwater in Cameron,
most POWTS in the Town are holding
tanks. Although not technically a “treatment
system”, because waste is held and not
treated, holding tanks have been and
continue to be allowed as a “system of last
resort”. This means that, if a “treatment
system” of some type cannot be installed,
the property owner can use holding tanks.

The Town of Cameron participated
with the City of Marshfield and other towns
that are adjacent to the City to develop a
20-year sewer service area plan for
Marshfield. The “planning area” for the
“Marshfield Sewer Service Area Plan 2000
– 2020”, shown in Figure U-1, includes most
of the Town of Cameron. The actual “sewer
service area” includes only portions of
Cameron, mostly in Section 21, all of the
Town that remains in Section 20, a strip
south of Highway 10 between Highway 13
and Washington Avenue and a small portion
in the northeast corner of Section 28. Some
of this area coincides with parts of the Joint
Planning Area Comprehensive Master Plan
that was developed with a boundary
agreement between the City and Town. In
all, about 645 acres of the Town is in the
20-year sewer service area and, therefore,
can expect to be considered for sanitary

sewer prior to the year 2020. Sewer service
is likely to occur only if the area is annexed
to Marshfield. This is consistent with the
Town goal that recognizes that “…the City
of Marshfield will influence development
pressure in the northern portion of the Town
of Cameron and growth in this area should
be managed for future commercial,
residential and agricultural land uses
pursuant to the joint planning area
comprehensive master plan and map.”

Table U-1
Wood County Sanitary Permits

Issued in Town of Cameron

New Replacement Total

Years
Conventional Mound Hold.

Tank
Conventional Mound Hold.

Tank
Conventional Mound Hold.

Tank

Grand
Total

1970-
1979

14 0 24 2 0 0 16 0 24 40

1980-
1989

0 0 29 0 1 20 0 1 49 50

1990-
1999

0 0 38 0 1 16 0 1 54 55

2000-
2005 0 5 18 0 0 16 0 5 34 39

Total 14 5 109 2 2 52 16 7 161 184

Source: Wood County Planning & Zoning Office.
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Except for those areas that are in
the 20-year sewer service area, Cameron’s
future development will continue to rely on
private on-site waste treatment systems,
primarily holding tanks unless new
technology is developed that can treat
private waste on-site.

Wellhead Protection Zone

Wood County Planning & Zoning Office
May 2006

Figure U-1
Marshfield Sewer Service Area
and Wellhead Protection Area
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Water Supply

There are no municipal wells located
in Cameron, but a portion of the town is
within the “well recharge area” that was
identified in the 20-year sewer service area
plan mentioned in the preceding subsection.
The well recharge area is shown in Figure
U-1. Well recharge areas are sometimes
quite large in area. According to the
Marshfield study, there is, often times, no
other environmentally limiting factors
associated with much of the land in the
recharge zones. In these cases, such lands
may be perfectly suitable for uses which
pose low risk to groundwater supplies.5 It is

5 Marshfield Sewer Service Area Plan 2000-2020,
August 2000, North Central Wisconsin Planning
Commission.

in the best interest of Cameron residents
and owners of lands that lie within recharge
areas, to do what they can to protect their
groundwater, especially as they continue to
develop as a commuter community.
Industries and residential uses throughout
Marshfield, Cameron and the surrounding
area rely on good, clean, potable water.
Working together, they can assure a high
quality water source for many years to
come. To help protect municipal wells,
Marshfield has developed wellhead
protection areas. Parts of Cameron
adjacent to the city fall within the wellhead
protection area. Those areas are also
shown in Figure U-1.

Contamination can be the result of
improper site development, improper
disposal of private sewage, or improper land
uses. Certain types of land uses, or
changes in land use can impact
groundwater quality and quantity.

Storm Water Management

The management of storm water is an
engineering issue in cities where large
expanses of land are going to be covered
with roofs, parking lots and streets. These
impermeable surfaces may be from large-
scale development like typical big-box
developments or business park-type
developments, or it could be from higher
density residential subdivisions. Either of
these scenarios is possible in Cameron, or,
at least, in the adjacent Mill Creek Business
Park and in the joint planning area along
Highway 10. Storm water management is
important in Cameron, as the City continues
to expand into the Town.

Solid Waste Disposal/Recycling

Solid waste disposal is handled on
an individual basis. The Town does not
provide garbage pickup at this time. The
Town does, however, participate in a
recycling program. Cameron is one of four
towns that make up what is known as the
Northwest Recycling Commission. The
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Commission contracts with a private firm for
curbside pickup of recyclables every four
weeks. This arrangement has worked well
and will likely continue in the future.
Community recycling needs and methods
will continue to be assessed and modified
as needed near the end of each contract
period. Joining Cameron in this commission
are the towns of Lincoln, Rock and
Marshfield.

Emergency Services

Police. Patrolling of the town and
investigation of law enforcement problems
are provided by the Wood County Sheriff’s
Department and Wisconsin State Patrol.
Because of Cameron’s small geographic
and population size, it is not expected that a
need will be created for a town-employed
police officer during the planning period.
Because the population size of Cameron
does not support a town police officer, the
Town will continue to work with State and
County law enforcement agencies to
provide Cameron residents with a safe
place to live.

Fire. The Town of Cameron has an
11-member volunteer fire department. The
department is equipped with a new fire
truck. Cameron also has mutual aid
agreements with the Towns of Lincoln, Rock
and Richfield for fire protection. Lincoln,
Rock and Richfield also have volunteer fire
departments and are equipped with tankers,
pumper trucks and rescue vehicles. First
Responders from the City of Marshfield are
available to Cameron when called.

Ambulance Service. Ambulance
service is provided to the Town of Cameron
by the City of Marshfield via a contract with
that city. It is the policy of the Town to
continue negotiating for the best ambulance
service for town residents.

Parks

There are no municipal parks in
Cameron. Outdoor recreation opportunities

are satisfied, mainly, at Marshfield City
Parks or at County Parks. North Wood
County Park is located about 5 miles or so
south of Cameron’s southern boundary.
The City of Marshfield allows town residents
to participate in organized sports and other
indoor and outdoor activities on a fee basis.
Marshfield’s YMCA and fitness centers are
also available to Cameron residents on a
membership basis. There are no plans to
develop any municipal recreation facilities in
Cameron in the foreseeable future.

Library Service

Public library service is provided to
Cameron residents from the Marshfield
Public Library. This service is made
available, in part, through financing from the
County and, in part, through fees paid by
Cameron residents who use library
services.

Schools

The Town of Cameron is located in
the Marshfield Public School District. That
district has six elementary schools, one

middle school and one senior high school.
Enrollment figures are listed in Table U-2.
Like many school districts in Wisconsin, the
Marshfield Public School District has
experienced a declining population. As
shown earlier, in the demographic trends,
Cameron’s school and pre-school age

Table U-2
School Enrollment

Marshfield Public School District
2004-05 Compared to Prior Years

School Year Enrollment (PreK-12)

2000-01 4,086

2001-02 4,108

2002-03 4,060

2003-04 4,050

2004-05 3,994

Source: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
website (http://data.dpi.state.wi.us/data/selschool.asp).
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population cohorts has been declining since
1980. It is unlikely that Cameron’s
population will have an impact on the
Marshfield public schools over the planning
period except, of course, the school age
cohorts are expected to continue to decline
in numbers.

There are also seven parochial
schools in Marshfield, one in the Town of
Rock and one in the Town of Arpin. The
parochial schools are affiliated with several
religious choices; Catholic, Lutheran,
Believers Church, Seventh Day Adventist
and others. The parochial schools that are
in the area and their enrollments are listed
in Table U-3.

Table U-3
Marshfield Area Private Schools

School Location Grades Students Student/Teacher
Ratio

Bethel
Junior
Academy

Arpin 1 – 10 24 12

St. Mary’s
Catholic
School

Auburndale Pre K – 6 47 7.17

Columbus
Catholic
H.S.

Marshfield 9 – 12 129 5.76

Columbus
Catholic
Middle
School

Marshfield 7 – 8 83 11.22

Our Lady
of Peace
Catholic
Intermed.
School

Marshfield 4 – 6 142 11.27

St. John
the Baptist
Catholic
Elemen.
School

Marshfield Pre K – 3 232 11.46

Immanual
Lutheran
School

Marshfield Pre K – 8 152 15.47

Trinity
Lutheran
School

Town of
Rock

Pre K – 8 70 11.63

Marshfield
Christian
School

Marshfield Pre K –
11

81 9.74

Source: “Private Schools Directory,” May 16, 2006,
http://www.allpublicschools.org/schools-wisconsin.html

Child Care

The Wisconsin Child Care and
Referral (CCR&R) Network is a membership
organization made up of 17-community
based CCR&R agencies serving the State
of Wisconsin.

CCR&R agencies assist parents in
selecting quality childcare, help to increase
the supply of childcare in areas that may be
lacking sufficient care, offer information and
technical support to potential child care
providers and give technical assistance and
support to existing childcare programs.

Each agency manages a database
of existing childcare providers and
programs, collects data about childcare
rates, provider and teacher salaries, the
number of parents and children using their
services, the type of care requested and the
children’s ages.

The community-based CCR&R
agency that provides services to Wood
County is the Child Care Resources &
Referral of Central Wisconsin.6

Health Care

Cameron residents are among the
most fortunate when it comes to health
care. The Marshfield Clinic and Saint
Joseph’s Hospital are located only minutes
away from any part of the Town. There are
no clinics or hospitals in the Town of
Cameron, but with the Marshfield facilities
there is no need for local medical facilities.

The Marshfield Clinic has 41
locations in Wisconsin, with their
headquarters in Marshfield. The Marshfield
Clinic has nearly 40 specialty areas and 83
sub-specialties. More than 700 doctors are

6 Child Care Resources & Referral of Central
Wisconsin, 210 East Jackson Street, Wisconsin
Rapids, WI serves Wood, Clark and Adams counties.
Contact information, in addition to the address listed
here is: Phone 1-800-628-8534; email -
ccrrcw@tznet.com; website - www.ccrrcw.org.
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employed by the Marshfield Clinic. The
clinic is the largest private group medical
practice in Wisconsin and one of the largest
in the U. S.

Founded more than 110-years ago,
Saint Joseph’s Hospital is a 500-plus bed
tertiary care teaching institution. It is the
only verified trauma center in the north
central part of the state. More than 350
Marshfield Clinic physicians are on the Saint
Joseph’s Hospital staff, with more than
2,300 total employees.

In addition to the Marshfield Clinic
and Saint Joseph’s Hospital, a major
research center and laboratory are located
in Marshfield. The Marshfield Clinic
Research Foundation, established in 1959,
is the largest private medical research
foundation in Wisconsin and one of the
largest in the nation. Research areas of
focus in the foundation include rural and
agricultural health and safety, epidemiology,
human genetics, personalized medicine,
health services research and biomedical
informatics. Marshfield Laboratories is a
joint venture between the clinic and the
hospital. Marshfield Laboratories provides
comprehensive human diagnostic and
testing service for physicians, clients and
staff. It is the state’s largest medical
laboratory, employing more than 450 people
and reporting over 20-million test results
annually from clients across the nation.

Power-Generating Plants, Electric-,
Natural Gas- and Oil Transmission
Lines

Cameron’s electrical power is
supplied by Marshfield Electric & Water
Company. There are no power-generating
plants in the Town. There is, however, a
transmission line, owned by Alliant Energy,
that cuts diagonally through Sections 31
and 32 in the southwest corner of the Town.
That transmission line is owned by Alliant
Energy. There are also three pipelines that
traverse the Town. Enbridge, Inc. owns and

operates a crude oil pipeline that enters
Cameron just north of County Road BB and
Lincoln Avenue and travels southeast, in a
straight line, leaving Cameron about one-
half mile east of Highway 10 on Klondike
Drive. Two other pipelines traverse the
Town in an east-west direction. One is a
natural gas line owned by Viking Gas
Transmission Company. Koch Petroleum
Group has a six-inch diameter propane line
and a 12-inch diameter refined-oil pipeline
that travel the width of the Town. These
lines are part of a system that transports
product from the Pine Bend Refinery in
Minnesota to the Koch Petroleum Group
terminal in Junction City. No leakage
problems have occurred along this segment
of the transmission pipelines, but an
emergency response manual is in place
should an event occur. The pipeline routes
and transmission line route are shown in the
map in Figure U-2.

NPower lines
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Source: Wood County Emergency Management Agency.
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Pipelines and Powerlines

Town of Cameron
Wood County
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Wireless communications continues
to grow at a rapid pace. Although there are
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5. AGRICULTURAL, NATURAL
& CULTURAL RESOURCES

Topography

The elevations in the Town of
Cameron range from 1,180 feet to 1,250
feet above mean sea level, a variation of 70
feet. Most of the town is in the 1,220 to
1,240 elevation range. The lowest point is
near Beaver Creek in the southwest. The
highest points are near the City of
Marshfield; one in Section 20, east of
Highway 13 and another in the sliver of the
town, just west of the Marshfield Airport.

Land in the Town of Cameron has a general
pitch from north to south.

Productive Agricultural Areas

According to a field survey by the
Wood County Planning & Zoning Office,
agricultural land, including farm buildings,
fields and tree nurseries, accounts for about
68% of the land area in Cameron. Figure 5-
1 shows how the USDA’s Natural Resource
Conservation Service rates soils in
Cameron for agricultural purposes. Only
about one percent of the soils are classified
as “prime” and 98% is classified as “prime if

Rating for Agricultural Purposes

Not prime (1%)
Prime (1%)
Prime if drained (98%)

N

0 0.25 0.5 0.75 1 Miles

Source: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.
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PRIME AGRICULTURAL SOILS
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drained.” The other one percent is
considered “not prime.” The amount of soil
the is classified as “prime if drained” is rated
that way primarily because of the extensive
clay deposits and limited drainage in many
areas of the Town. Surface and subsurface
drainage systems are needed before a
number of soil types can be considered as
prime for agricultural purposes.

Wisconsin enacted a livestock siting
law in 2003 to facilitate the siting of new and
expanded livestock facilities in Wisconsin
while retaining some local government
authority over facilities covered by the law
(§93.90, Wisconsin Statutes). The
Administrative Code rule (ATCP 51), that
sets state standards that apply to covered
livestock facilities, was effective May 1,
2006 and is used if the local government
wants these livestock facilities to be
governed by the state standards. The
standards apply to new livestock facilities
over 500 animal units and existing livestock
facilities that expand more than 20% after
May 1, 2006 and will have over 500 animal
units in total. The standards do not apply to
existing facilities, regardless of size, unless
the existing facility expands more than 20%
in animal units after May 1, 2006. Refer to
the Implementation chapter for more on the
standards and local controls that are
allowed under the livestock siting law.

Soils: Limitations for Dwellings

Cameron’s soil types are typical of
the northwest part of Wood County. The
vast majority of the Town’s soils are loamy
soils in the Withee-Marshfield associations.
These soils are nearly level to gently sloping,
somewhat poorly to poorly drained with a
loam subsoil. These soils are often
characterized by shallow groundwater
conditions, poor drainage and other
characteristics that make it difficult or
undesirable for development. Figure 5-2
shows the soil limitations for dwellings with
and without basements. Soil limitations are
indicated by the ratings “slight,” “severe-
moderate,” and “severe,” based on the “Soil

Survey of Wood County, Wisconsin,” a
comprehensive soil survey by the USDA’s
Soil Conservation Service. A “slight”
limitation means that the soil properties are
generally favorable for the rated use, that is
limitations are minor and easily overcome. A
“severe-moderate” rating means that
limitations are severe for dwellings with
basements and moderate for dwellings
without basements. Finally, a “severe”
limitation means that soil properties are so
unfavorable and so difficult to correct or
overcome as to require major soil
reclamation, special designs or intensive
maintenance.

Based on the information provided in
the soil survey and shown on Figure 5-2, only
two percent of the Town’s soils are rated as
having only slight limitations, 2% are rated as
having moderate limitations for dwellings
without basements and severe limitations for
dwellings with basements, and a 98% have
severe limitations for dwellings with and
without basements.

Virtually all structures in Cameron that
have bathrooms are served by Private On-
Site Waste Treatment Systems (POWTS). It
is, therefore, important for town officials to
keep the soil conditions in mind for new
development. For the 10-year period from
1995 – 2004, 62 Wood County sanitary
permits were issued in the Town of Cameron.
Of those, 92% (52 permits) were for holding
tanks because the soils in Cameron are not
conducive for traditional “treatment” systems.
Holding tanks actually store household
wastes until a State-licensed pumper can
pump the waste and transport it to an
approved disposal location. The other
sanitary permits (8%, or 5 permits) were
issued for mound systems, which are a type
of onsite waste “treatment” system. More
information about Cameron’s growth trends is
presented in other chapters.

It is imperative that all POWTS be
properly maintained to protect the area’s
groundwater that is so close to the surface.
Nearly all POWTS in Cameron are holding
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tanks. Recent changes in State plumbing
codes have opened some marginal areas for
alternate treatment systems.

Forests

Forested lands are the second most
prominent land cover type in the Town.
Forested lands make up about 20% of the
land area in Cameron. A lot of the forests
are associated with streams and wetlands
and others are scattered throughout the
town.

There are 77.9 acres of forest in
Cameron enrolled in the Management

Forest Law Property Tax Program that is
offered by the State. That program was
established to encourage sustainable
forestry on private lands by providing tax
incentives to land owners. There are
certain obligations of the land owner with
respect to the minimum amount of forest,
potential productivity of that forest, minimum
forest cover, length of contract, use of forest
management plans, and more. Forest land
in this program can be either open to permit
public access for hunting, fishing, cross-
country skiing, sight-seeing, and hiking, or
closed. Although there is a tax incentive,
the benefit is considerably greater for open
managed forest lands than for closed lands.

FIGURE 5
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Figure 5-2
SOIL LIMITATIONS FOR DWELLING UNITS

WITH AND WITHOUT BASEMENTS
Town of Cameron

Wood County

Source: "Soil Survey of Wood County, Wisconsin,"
USDA Soil Conservation Service, 1977.
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All of the managed forest law lands in
Cameron are in Section 30.

Water Resources

The State of Wisconsin has
significant responsibilities for protecting
water resources under what is known as the
“Public Trust Doctrine.” The Public Trust
Doctrine embodies the notion that the
waters in Wisconsin are held in trust by the
State for the benefit of all. There can be no
private interests in waterways that adversely
affect this public interest. In fulfilling its
responsibilities under the Public Trust

Doctrine, the Wisconsin Legislature has
enacted laws and charged the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources to protect
water resources. This local comprehensive
plan must, at a minimum, be consistent with
the State laws. The purpose of this section
of the comprehensive plan is to provide an
inventory of the water resources in the
Town and established local policies and
programs regarding those resources.

Groundwater

Fifteen to thirty percent of the
precipitation we get in Wisconsin each year

0 0.25 0.5 0.75 1 Miles

N

1 - 3 ft. (61%)
0 - 1 ft. (38%)

Depth to Groundwater

Source: "Soil Survey of Wood County, Wisconsin,"
USDA Soil Conservation Service, 1977.

Figure 5-3
GROUNDWATER LEVELS

Town of Cameron
Wood County

Wood County Planning & Zoning Office
November 2005
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