
JUDICIAL & LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

DATE:  Friday, August 7, 2020 
TIME:   9:00 a.m. 
LOCATION:  Room 114, Wood County Courthouse 
 

1. Call meeting to order. 
2. Public comments.  Now or at the time the item is taken up.  Rules may apply.  
3. Review minutes of previous meeting. 
4. Review any claims and notices of injury against the County, as necessary. 
5. Review any Dog License Fee Fund claims. 
6. Review for approval the vouchers and monthly reports of departments the committee 

oversees. 
a. Review memorandum of Corporation Counsel entitled “Contracts: Indemnification 

Provisions.” 
7. Presentation of correspondence and legislative issues or referrals and recognition of 

Legislators who may be present. 
a. Report of Citizens Groundwater Group. 

8. Review of County Board Rules. 
a. Duties of second vice chairperson 

9. Criminal Justice Coordinator Committee update. 
10. Attendance at meetings. 
11. Consideration of agenda items for next meeting. 
12. Set date and time of next meeting. 
13. Tour District Attorneys new offices. 
14. Adjourn. 

 
Join by phone 
+1-408-418-9388 United States Toll   
Meeting number (access code): 146 284 3333 
 
Join by WebEx App or Web 
https://woodcountywi.webex.com/woodcountywi/j.php?MTID=m393ba478ff0e17bce850d78e07019638 
Meeting number (access code): 146 284 3333 
Meeting password: JL0807   

1

https://woodcountywi.webex.com/woodcountywi/j.php?MTID=m393ba478ff0e17bce850d78e07019638


 5 
 

 
 1 

MINUTES OF THE JUDICIAL AND LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
 

DATE: July 10, 2020 

TIME: 8:15 a.m. 

PLACE: Room 114, Wood County Courthouse 

TIME ADJOURNED: 9:50 a.m. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Bill Clendenning, Bill Leichtnam, 

Kenneth Curry, Ed Wagner, Joseph Zurfluh 

OTHERS PRESENT: Peter Kastenholz.  See attached list. 

 

1. At 8:15 a.m., the meeting was called to order. 

 

2. Public comments. None noted. 

 

3. The minutes for the June 5, 2020, meeting were reviewed. There 

being no objections, the minutes were deemed approved by the 

Chair. 

 

4. The Committee reviewed the claims of Sue Lloyd and Michael 

Ross.  These claims will be provided to the county board. 

 

5. There were no new animal claims against the County.  

 

6. Committee reviewed monthly voucher and department reports of 

the departments it oversees. Moved by Wagner, seconded by 

Leichtnam, to approve the reports and payment of department 

vouchers.  All ayes. 

 

Several department heads that report to the committee gave 

brief updates and responded to questions of the committee 

members. 
 

General discussion on transfer of duties on juvenile cases from 

District Attorney’s office to Corporation Counsel’s office.  

Before any transition would happen, Health & Human Services 

and Judicial & Legislative Committees would meet to discuss 

the matter. 

 

7. District Attorney Craig Lambert advised the committee about 

potential upcoming costs on cold cases.  Moved by Wagner, 

seconded by Leichtnam, to allow the District Attorney to use 

funds from the budget for witness fees to pay Department of 

Justice for incidentals involved in state prosecution.  All 

ayes. 

 

8. The Committee reviewed correspondence and legislative issues. 

No comments. 
 

a. Report of Citizens Groundwater Group.  No comments. 
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b. ADRC intergovernmental agreement. Lengthy discussion had.  

Some support allowing the ADRC to contract to provide APS 

(Adult Protective Service) duties and see how it works.  

Others are less sanguine about the ADRC expanding its 

mission parameters.  Recognition had that the county board 

will vote on the Operations Committee sponsored (3 to 2) 

resolution at the next county board meeting. 

 

9. County Board rules. 
 

a. Duties of second vice chairperson. The committee members 

did not suggest any specific duties but Supervisor 

Zurfluh suggested that the county board chair and first 

and second vice chairs discuss the duties of the 

positions.  Chairman Clendenning advised the topic would 

be placed on next month’s agenda. 

 

10. Criminal Justice Coordinator Committee update.  Moved by 

Clendenning, seconded by Leichtnam, to move the Criminal 

Justice Coordinator from River Block to the Sheriff’s office.  

3 ayes, 2 nays.  Wagner and Curry voted no as they see no hurry 

to make the move yet. 

 

11. Attendance at meetings.  No comments on attendance at upcoming 

meetings. 

 

12. Agenda items for the August 7, 2020, meeting:  

 Duties of second vice chairperson 

 

13. The next committee meeting will be August 7, 2020, at 9 a.m.   

 

14. Meeting adjourned without objection by the Chairperson at 

9:50 a.m.   

 

 

Minutes taken by Meghan Miller and Peter Kastenholz. 
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Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

03200041 GREGG INVESTIGATIONS INC PROCESS SERVICE 16IN157 COX 07/13/2020 $35.00

03200042 STAPLES ADVANTAGE OFFICE SUPPLIES 07/14/2020 $61.41

03200043 WHITTINGTON JULIAN C PROCESS SERVICE 16IN44 07/13/2020 $30.00

03200044 ANDERSON MARY C REIMB 2020 WRIPA DUES 07/14/2020 $75.00

 Grand Total: $201.41

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Chair:

Committee Member:

Signatures

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Report

Report of claims for:

For the range of vouchers: 03200041 - 03200044

County of Wood

BRANCH 1 / PROBATE

For the period of: JULY 2020

Report Run: 7/29/2020 8:14:03 AM Page 1 of 1
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Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

04200023 SOSNOWSKI CATHERINE M TRANSCRIPT FEES 06/18/2020 $50.00 P

04200024 PETERSON MICHELLE L TRANSCRIPT FEE 18CF325 07/16/2020 $10.00

04200025 PETERSON MICHELLE L TRANSCRIPT FEES 19CF235, 366 07/20/2020 $40.00

04200026 ZAMOW DENISE TRANSCRIPT FEES 19CF568, 574 07/17/2020 $22.00

 Grand Total: $122.00

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Chair:

Committee Member:

Signatures

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Report

Report of claims for:

For the range of vouchers: 04200023 - 04200026

County of Wood

BRANCH 2

For the period of: JULY 2020

Report Run: 7/29/2020 8:18:24 AM Page 1 of 1
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Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

05200052 ATTIC CORRECTIONAL SERVICES INC DRUG COURT STAFF & REVENUE 07/02/2020 $6,174.20 P

05200053 ATTIC CORRECTIONAL SERVICES INC DRUG COURT STAFF ENHANCED 07/02/2020 $1,833.33 P

05200054 CORDANT HEALTH SOLUTIONS DRUG TESTING 06/30/2020 $3,602.55 P

05200055 SWITS LTD INTERPRETER FEES 07/13/2020 $107.00

05200056 PETERSON MICHELLE L TRANSCRIPT FEE 18CF330 07/20/2020 $42.00

05200057 ZAMOW DENISE TRANSCRIPT FEES 19CF64, 82 07/08/2020 $28.00

05200058 ZAMOW DENISE TRANSCRIPT FEE 18CF618 07/13/2020 $36.00

 Grand Total: $11,823.08

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Chair:

Committee Member:

Signatures

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Report

Report of claims for:

For the range of vouchers: 05200052 - 05200058

County of Wood

BRANCH 3 / DRUG COURT

For the period of: JULY 2020

Report Run: 7/29/2020 8:20:11 AM Page 1 of 1
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Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

07200425 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 20ME100 06/24/2020 $195.00 P

07200426 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 20GN42 07/02/2020 $500.00 P

07200427 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 20GN45 07/03/2020 $500.00 P

07200428 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 20GN48 07/03/2020 $500.00 P

07200429 BEHAVIORAL CONSULTANTS Med Exam - 20CF199 & 20CF240 06/29/2020 $2,700.00 P

07200430 PHYSICIAN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EVALUATIONS 
LLC

Med Exam - 20ME56 06/22/2020 $845.00 P

07200431 CVEYKUS DANIEL T ATTORNEY Atty Fee - 20GN37 06/25/2020 $290.00 P

07200432 GEBERT LAW OFFICE Mediation Srvcs - June 2020 07/01/2020 $1,750.00 P

07200433 GORSKI & WITTMAN SC Atty Fee - 20GN40 07/06/2020 $346.18 P

07200434 KESSLER AND GREER LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 94GN34 07/03/2020 $230.00 P

07200435 KESSLER AND GREER LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 13GN59 07/03/2020 $260.00 P

07200436 MUSUNURU J R MD Med Exam - 20ME100 06/24/2020 $420.00 P

07200437 MUSUNURU J R MD Med Exam - 20ME101 06/28/2020 $520.00 P

07200438 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 19CF663 & 20CF227 06/24/2020 $1,377.41 P

07200439 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 20JC82 06/24/2020 $270.00 P

07200440 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 18JC64 - 67 06/29/2020 $150.00 P

07200441 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 18JC128 & 129 06/29/2020 $100.00 P

07200442 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 14JG13 06/29/2020 $120.00 P

07200443 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 18GN112 06/29/2020 $520.00 P

07200444 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 19CF527 07/01/2020 $615.00 P

07200445 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 11GN64 07/07/2020 $105.00 P

07200446 SLATTERY TRAVIS LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 20JC95 06/17/2020 $160.00 P

07200447 TRANSUNION RISK & ALTERNATIVE DATA 
SOLUTIONS

SDC person search-June 2020 07/01/2020 $50.00 P

07200448 WEILAND LEGAL SERVICES Atty Fee - 20GN38 06/24/2020 $360.00 P

07200449 WEILAND LEGAL SERVICES Atty Fee - 19GN75 07/04/2020 $290.00 P

07200450 WEILAND LEGAL SERVICES Atty Fee - 20GN32 07/06/2020 $530.00 P

07200451 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 20GN26 04/28/2020 $500.00 P

07200452 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 20ME101 07/07/2020 $195.00 P

07200453 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 18ME203 07/08/2020 $390.00 P

Committee Report

Report of claims for:

For the range of vouchers: 07200425 - 07200482

County of Wood

CLERK OF CIRCUIRT COURT

For the period of: JULY 2020

Report Run: 7/29/2020 11:21:45 AM Page 1 of 3
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Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

07200454 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 20ME105 07/14/2020 $390.00 P

07200455 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 16ME118 07/16/2020 $540.00 P

07200456 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 20ME106 07/16/2020 $345.00 P

07200457 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 20GN51 07/17/2020 $500.00 P

07200458 LA CHAPELLE KRYSHAK & NETTESHEIM LLP Atty Fee - 19TP14 07/13/2020 $210.00 P

07200459 LA CHAPELLE KRYSHAK & NETTESHEIM LLP Atty Fee - 20JC47 07/13/2020 $550.00 P

07200460 BRATCHER LAW OFFICE LLC Atty Fee - 18GN79 07/15/2020 $122.75 P

07200461 PHYSICIAN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EVALUATIONS 
LLC

Med Exam - 20ME02 07/03/2020 $600.00 P

07200462 PHYSICIAN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EVALUATIONS 
LLC

Med Exam - 20ME106 07/15/2020 $650.00 P

07200463 GEBERT LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 20JG07 07/09/2020 $100.00 P

07200464 GEBERT LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 20JI01 07/14/2020 $180.00 P

07200465 GEBERT LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 20CV178 07/17/2020 $100.00 P

07200466 GORSKI KENNETH Court Comm. Services June 2020 07/15/2020 $1,250.00 P

07200467 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 20JC90 07/15/2020 $710.00 P

07200468 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 20JC85 07/15/2020 $630.00 P

07200469 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 19JC106 07/15/2020 $310.00 P

07200470 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 20JC13 07/15/2020 $3,010.00 P

07200471 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 20JC87 07/15/2020 $645.00 P

07200472 LLOYD PETER C LLC Atty Fee - 20JC105 07/13/2020 $100.00 P

07200473 MUSUNURU J R MD Med Exam - 20ME105 07/10/2020 $420.00 P

07200474 SLATTERY TRAVIS LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 20JC47 07/06/2020 $640.00 P

07200475 SLATTERY TRAVIS LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 19CM855 07/06/2020 $430.00 P

07200476 STAPLES ADVANTAGE Office Supplies 07/21/2020 $47.70 P

07200477 WEILAND LEGAL SERVICES Atty Fee - 18GN52 07/14/2020 $100.00 P

07200478 WEILAND LEGAL SERVICES Atty Fee - 20CF276 07/19/2020 $1,073.17 P

07200479 WEILAND LEGAL SERVICES Atty Fee - 17GN41 07/17/2020 $100.00 P

07200480 WEILAND LEGAL SERVICES Atty Fee - 06GN37 07/14/2020 $100.00 P

07200481 WEST PAYMENT CENTER LL Internet Access - June 2020 07/01/2020 $1,430.54 P

 Grand Total: $30,072.75

Report Run: 7/29/2020 11:21:45 AM Page 2 of 3

Committee Report - County of Wood

07200425 - 07200482CLERK OF CIRCUIRT COURT - JULY 2020
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Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Chair:

Committee Member:

Signatures

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Report Run: 7/29/2020 11:21:45 AM Page 3 of 3

Committee Report - County of Wood

07200425 - 07200482CLERK OF CIRCUIRT COURT - JULY 2020
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Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

09200022 ZAPPEN JUDGE EDWARD mediation fees 06/26/2020 $400.00 P

09200023 WEILAND LEGAL SERVICES outside counsel 06/22/2020 $200.00 P

09200024 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES office supplies 07/24/2020 $67.66

09200025 STATE BAR OF WISCONSIN open mtgs/advise older client 06/30/2020 $38.24

09200026 STAPLES ADVANTAGE office supplies 07/11/2020 $9.48

09200027 STAPLES ADVANTAGE office supplies 07/02/2020 $22.42

09200028 STAPLES ADVANTAGE office supplies 07/02/2020 $4.41

09200029 STAPLES ADVANTAGE office supplies 07/01/2020 $6.66

09200030 STAPLES ADVANTAGE office supplies 06/27/2020 $46.41

09200031 WEILAND LEGAL SERVICES outside counsel 07/06/2020 $240.00

 Grand Total: $1,035.28

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Chair:

Committee Member:

Signatures

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Report

Report of claims for:

For the range of vouchers: 09200022 - 09200031

County of Wood

Corporation Counsel

For the period of: July 2020

Report Run: 7/24/2020 10:25:37 AM Page 1 of 1

41



Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

11200022 STAPLES ADVANTAGE OFFICE SUPPLIES 07/08/2020 $60.37 P

11200023 STAPLES ADVANTAGE OFFICE SUPPLIES 07/08/2020 $6.89 P

11200024 WI DEPT OF JUSTICE SCRUGGS HOMICIDE 05/07/2020 $240.35 P

11200025 STAPLES ADVANTAGE OFFICE SUPPLIES 07/21/2020 $40.35

11200026 STAPLES ADVANTAGE CREDIT MEMO 07/22/2020 ($23.90)

 Grand Total: $324.06

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Chair:

Committee Member:

Signatures

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Report

Report of claims for:

For the range of vouchers: 11200022 - 11200026

County of Wood

DISTRICT ATTORNEY

For the period of: JULY 2020

Report Run: 7/29/2020 8:21:26 AM Page 1 of 1
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Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

24200022 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES OFFICE SUPPLIES 07/08/2020 $35.99 P

24200023 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES CREDIT MEMO 07/14/2020 ($12.33) P

24200024 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES OFFICE SUPPLIES 07/14/2020 $18.13 P

24200025 FIDLAR TECHNOLOGIES INC LAREDO USAGE JUNE 2020 07/15/2020 $1,590.45

24200026 WOOD TRUST BANK SAFE DEPOSIT BOX RENTAL FEE 07/02/2020 $100.00

 Grand Total: $1,732.24

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Chair:

Committee Member:

Signatures

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Report

Report of claims for:

For the range of vouchers: 24200022 - 24200026

County of Wood

REGISTER OF DEEDS

For the period of: JULY 2020

Report Run: 7/29/2020 8:22:35 AM Page 1 of 1
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

400 Market Street • P.O. Box 8095 • Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 54495-8095

Wood County
WISCONSIN

CHILD SUPPORT
AGENCY

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

AUGUST 2020

MONTHLY REPORT TO THE JUDICIAL AND LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
Prepared by Child Support Director Brent Vruwink

 Preparation for the 2021 Child Support budget is underway. We received preliminary revenue
estimates from the state and are just waiting to firm up one more revenue source. In looking at the
2020 budget at the halfway point of the year we are in a good positon. I am projecting revenue to be
slightly higher than anticipated and expenses to be slightly lower.

 I attended the WCSEA Board meeting on July 9th. We decided to cancel the WCSEA Fall
Conference for 2020. It is unfortunate as the conference is the main training resource for our
agency.

 Governor Evers has proclaimed August to be Child Support Awareness Month.

 I attended the WCA Health and Human Services Steering Committee meeting on July 10th.

 The ELEVATE Program is starting to take off again and we have begun enrolling customers.

 I attended the Criminal Justice Adhoc Committee meeting on July 22nd.

 I spoke with Facilities Manager Van Tassel about the old Victim Witness space and our use of it
moving into 2021. The space works well for the agency to meet with customers in a safe way as we
try to serve customers during this pandemic. I would like to permanently maintain the space moving
forward and I am looking for approval from the committee to do so. If you so approve, the Facilities
Manager will take the request to the Property & Information Technology Committee for
consideration.

 I will be meeting with the Bureau of Regional Operations on August 5th for our annual monitoring
check in.

 Agency performance is on target to meet Federal Performance measures. Although we are on target
to meet and exceed all the measures it has been a real struggle to maintain good performance
numbers.

 The current IV-D case count is 3,836.
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Clerk of Courts Departmentwide
For the Seven Months Ending Friday, July 31, 2020

2020

Actual Budget Variance Variance %

REVENUES

  Intergovernmental Revenues

43512     State Aid-Courts $29,692.75 $59,000.00 ($29,307.25) (49.67%)

43514     State Aid-Court Support Services 75,775.00 (75,775.00) (100.00%)

      Total Intergovernmental 29,692.75 134,775.00 (105,082.25) (77.97%)

  Fines, Forfeits and Penalties

45115     County Share of Occupational Driver 40.00 200.00 (160.00) (80.00%)

45120     County Share of State Fines and Forfeitures 62,549.12 130,000.00 (67,450.88) (51.89%)

45130     County Forfeitures Revenue 44,550.07 94,000.00 (49,449.93) (52.61%)

      Total Fines, Forfeits and Penalties 107,139.19 224,200.00 (117,060.81) (52.21%)

  Public Charges for Services

46140     Court Fees 88,978.64 150,000.00 (61,021.36) (40.68%)

46141     Court Fees and Costs-Marriage Counseling 3,230.00 5,000.00 (1,770.00) (35.40%)

46142     Attorney Reimbursements 21,105.16 22,000.00 (894.84) (4.07%)

46143 Other Professional Reimbursements 4,272.00 7,000.00 (2,728.00) (38.97%)

      Total Public Charges for Services 117,585.80 184,000.00 (66,414.20) (36.09%)

  Interdepartmental Charges for Services

47410     Dept Charges-Hlth Benefits & Other 892.58 2,000.00 (1,107.42) (55.37%)

47411     Dept Charges-Purchasing 3,292.42 9,000.00 (5,707.58) (63.42%)

     Total Interdepartmental Charges 4,185.00 11,000.00 (6,815.00) (61.95%)

      Total Intergovernmental Charges for Services 4,185.00 11,000.00 (6,815.00) (61.95%)

  Miscellaneous

48117     Interest-Clerk of Courts 179.54 250.00 (70.46) (28.18%)

      Total Miscellaneous 179.54 250.00 (70.46) (28.18%)

TOTAL REVENUES 258,782.28 554,225.00 (295,442.72) (53.31%)

EXPENDITURES

  General Government

51217     Clerk of Courts-Divorce Mediation 11,275.00 25,000.00 13,725.00 54.90%

51220     Family Court Commissioner 31,249.96 65,600.00 34,350.04 52.36%

51221     Clerk of Courts 683,723.04 1,513,161.98 829,438.94 54.81%

      Total General Government 726,248.00 1,603,761.98 877,513.98 54.72%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 726,248.00 1,603,761.98 877,513.98 54.72%

NET INCOME (LOSS) * (467,465.72) (1,049,536.98) 582,071.26 (55.46%)

For the Judicial & Legislative Committee Meeting dated: Aug. 7, 2020

Prepared by Cindy Joosten Clerk of Circuit Court

This Report was generated on July 20, 2020 and includes June revenue.

The majority of revenue account Variances should be at 50% or less.

The majority of expense account Variances should be at 50% or more.
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Total State County Muni Total State County Muni

Jan 179,852      136,758      42,461     633       Jan 223,004      159,574    62,197     1,233  

Feb 212,467      158,150      52,379     1,939    Feb 202,972      138,950    62,508     1,514  

Mar 194,299      142,536      49,778     1,984    Mar 214,998      158,928    53,740     2,331  

Apr 189,013      139,172      48,347     1,493    Apr 121,789      85,475      35,406     908     

May 185,776      140,207      44,153     1,417    May 135,285      99,861      33,945     1,478  

Jun 210,035      156,223      51,320     2,492    Jun 174,646      127,001    45,414     2,231  

Jul 193,788      143,500      48,455     1,833    Jul -              

Aug 187,702      139,549      47,035     1,118    Aug -              

Sep 194,335      147,992      44,695     1,648    Sep -              

Oct 207,441      155,176      49,993     2,272    Oct -              

Nov 171,413      126,828      43,058     1,527    Nov -              

Dec 171,484      126,066      43,902     1,516    Dec -              

2,297,606   -  1,712,157   565,576   19,872  1,072,694   -  769,788    293,211   9,695  

1,171,442   -  873,045    288,439   9,958  

(98,748)       -  (103,257)   4,772       (263)    

ANNUAL REVENUE COMPARISON

2019 2020

2019 YEAR TO DATE REVENUE:

INCREASE (Decrease)
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

400 Market Street • P.O. Box 8095 • Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 54495-8095 • Telephone (715)421-8465 • Facsimile (715)421-8555

Wood County
WISCONSIN

CORPORATION
COUNSEL OFFICE

Peter A. Kastenholz
CORPORATION COUNSEL

___________________________________________________________________________________

MONTHLY REPORT TO THE JUDICIAL AND LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
July 2020

Saratoga Solar Farm. Savion has been working with Communications Engineer, Erik Engel, to address
concerns that the County has with inverters at the solar farm causing interference with future
enhancements with the County’s radio system. Savion is convinced that the County’s radio
communications hardware is far enough from the inverters so as to never be a problem. We are not quite
so sanguine about it, and will make sure that any agreement does not leave the County in the lurch, albeit
we are unlikely to get any guarantees out of Savion despite their assurances. The developer’s agreement
has clearly been on the back burner for Savion, maybe it will start to move forward again. I’ll continue to
keep you posted.

Board of Adjustment Appeal Hearing. The Planning and Zoning Department (P&Z) was successful in not
having its administrative order overturned and the time frame for further appeal has passed. I handle a lot
of administrative and court proceedings for the County and I am pleased to report that P&Z Code
Administrator, Jeff Brewbaker, did a very thorough job in preparing for what was a very contentious
case.

Office Space. The Maintenance Department is working to reconfigure the office suite formerly occupied
by the district attorney staff such that we can use a part of it. The reason for the move is that I have
identified needing additional space a few years down the road for legal staff and we are the next domino
to fall in the relocation process. It is unclear what time frame we are looking at for a move, albeit this
should happen yet this year, but if you have any questions about the transition, please let us know.

Wood County v. MACU. This is the case where the County is suing Members Advantage Credit Union
for not honoring several letters of credit it had issued. Court ordered mediation was held recently and as a
result thereof, I am working with Forester Fritz Schubert, and the Highway Infrastructure and Recreation
Committee (HIRC) to ascertain if the matter can be settled at this time or not. Per the Litigation
Settlement Policy, the settlement decision could be made at the department head (DH) level, but here the
DH has deferred to the oversite committee. HIRC has the ability but not an obligation to defer to the
County Board.
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AUGUST 2020

MONTHLY REPORT TO THE JUDICIAL AND LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

1. On July 1st, Fidlar VP, Scott Moore, conducted a follow-up visit.

2. On July 7th, I attended a Webex call with Cheri Hipenbecker, counsel for Knight Barry
Title regarding easements.

3. I attended the Operations committee meeting via Webex on July 7th.

4. On July 10th, I attended the Judicial and Legislative committee meeting.

5. On July 14th, I attended the Operations committee meeting with Carlson Dettmann
presenting on the wage study via Webex.

6. On July 15th, I attended the WCA Personnel, Finance and County Organization steering
committee meeting via Webex.

7. Fidlar Partner Relationship Manager, Clint Heitz, organized a follow-up training session
on July 17th.

8. On July 21st, I attended the Wood County Board meeting via Webex.

9. I completed the Wood County IT training: 2020 Common Threats on July 27th.

10. I attended the Finance Department’s training on Questica on July 28th.

11. I am working with Fidlar and Wood County IT to upgrade the Laredo software. Laredo
Connect will offer a new options of services to our business partners. We are excited for
this opportunity to be one of the first counties in Wisconsin to offer this service!

12. I will be attending Judicial and Legislative committee meeting on August 7th.
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VICTIM WITNESS SERVICES REPORT 
Michele Newman, Coordinator 

June 30 to July 28, 2020 

 
 

Victims/Witnesses Served:  
158  Victims or Witnesses made contact with via phone  

11 Victims or Witnesses met with in person   

   1 Victims assisted with preparation of Crime Victim Compensation Application 

92 Initial contact packet information sent  

2 No contact order information  

19 No prosecutions notification  

85 Victims or Witnesses were notified of all hearings  

29 Victims or Witnesses were notified of plea agreement/sentencing  

29 Victims or Witnesses notified of disposition on  closed cases 

1  Victims or Witnesses notified of sentencing after revocation  

13  Victims with restitution requested  

18 Victims registered with NOTIS/Vine service  

0  Victims notified of appeals court proceedings  

460 Total services/events // Total unique parties =  281 

 

Restitution: 

Totaled:  $   22,557.19 

Amount for citizens = $   1649.39 

Amount for businesses = $   16261.03 

Amount for Wood County or State agencies = $   4646.77 

 

Trainings/Meetings/Other: none 
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Wood County Board of Supervisors

FROM: Peter A. Kastenholz, Corporation Counsel

DATE: August 18, 2020

RE: Contracts: Indemnification Provisions

1. Definitions.

Indemnification means that one party to a contract insures another party for liability resulting
from activities pertaining to a contract. To indemnify is to reimburse another for a loss suffered
for any reason.

Indemnitee is the one who is indemnified.

Indemnitor is the one who does the indemnifying.

Mutual indemnification means (if drafted properly) that our contractor indemnifies us for their
errors and we indemnify our contractor for our errors.

Hold harmless means to absolve another party from any responsibility for damages because of
that party’s action as they pertain to a contract or other transaction. A hold harmless agreement
does not impact liability pursued by a third party.

To defend is to represent another entity typically via legal counsel.

2. Are indemnification agreements enforceable?

Yes. In Wisconsin indemnification agreements have been consistently upheld by the courts. The
state Supreme Court has held that indemnification agreements are liberally construed when they
deal with the negligence of the indemnitor but are strictly construed when the indemnitee seeks
to be indemnified of their own negligence. Bilalas v. Portage County, 70 Wis. 2d 910, 912
(1975)
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3. Are mutual indemnifications a good idea for the County?

No. Although sometimes unavoidable, mutual indemnification provisions in contracts where the
County is paying a contractor to provide a service are to be avoided if possible. (Where the
County is the entity providing the service, then mutual indemnification agreements should be a
standard provision in the contract presented by the County.) Some contractors will contend that it
is only fair that the County should protect the contractor from our conduct while the contractor
protects us against their conduct. Generally, this is a specious argument for the following
reasons:

- The contract concerns their conduct and not the County’s. We are paying to receive a
product/service from the contractor and not vice versa.

- A contract is not an equal relationship so don’t treat it like it is. We are the buyer and
they are the seller. Presumably, we can take our business elsewhere. If the contractor gets
the County to purchase a product or service, then the seller should be accepting the risks
of their business endeavors.

- The contractor should know the risks associated with their product or service better than
the purchaser would and they should be in a better position to know how to properly
insure for losses associated with it.

- When you enter into contracts in your private life, such as buying a car or anything from
a retail store or you retain a service such as getting your hair cut or having clothes dry
cleaned, you don’t agree to cover the seller’s potential liabilities as that is a part of the
price you pay and a part of their cost for doing business.

- Mutual indemnification leads to disputes and litigation. If there is a mutual
indemnification provision in a contract and the contractor fails to meet the terms of the
contract in some way, the contractor will inevitably look to the mutual indemnification
language and try to find some contribution to the problem that is allegedly the County’s

fault. The focus of the parties, when there is a failure to perform, should be a cure to
remedy the problem not finger pointing.

- Mutual Indemnification may violate our insurance policy. Commonly, liability insurance
policies exclude claims arising from contractually assumed liabilities. In other words,
most insurance policies insure against liability resulting from negligence and not liability
resulting from a breach of contract. Consequently, you may want to check the applicable
insurance policy or inquire of Insurance/Risk Management as to this point.

4. Are mutual indemnifications needed to protect the seller?

No. The issue is whether the seller will stand behind the goods or services they are selling. If the
seller argues that the County should be willing to accept responsibility for our wrongful actions,
that is true, but the rules of common law negligence apply and make that happen. If the County
injures an employee of the contractor, such as if the contractor’s employee slips and falls in the
County’s parking lot, the contractor can still pursue a claim/litigation against the County via
normal means of legal redress. There is no need for the contract to address the issue of possible
negligence by the County, as it is not the subject of the contract.
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5. Can mutual indemnifications result in waiving statutory limits of liability?

Yes. By taking the allocation of liability out of the negligence arena and putting it within the
contract the statutory caps on liability claims, usually $50,000 per Wis. Stat. s. 893.80, are lost as
are the notice and other provisions existing in the law to protect governmental entities.

6. Is there a way to avoid waiving the statutory liability limits and still have a mutual
indemnification provision in a contract?

Yes. Language such as this needs to be contained in a contract when the County is agreeing to
mutual indemnification:

“Nothing contained within this contract in intended to be a waiver or estoppel by the
County or its insurer to rely upon the limitations, defenses, and immunities contained within
Wisconsin law, including those contained in Wisconsin Statutes 893.80, 895.52 and 345.05. To
the extent that indemnification is available and enforceable, the County and its insurer shall not
be liable in indemnity or contribution for an amount greater than the limits of liability for a
municipal claim established by Wisconsin law.”

7. Are there examples of indemnification provisions that are more appropriate than
what are found in a contractor’s standard form contract?

Yes, the following provisions are more tolerable than most:

- Non-Indemnity. Each party shall be responsible for the acts and omissions of itself and its
employees, directors, officers and agents. This agreement shall not be construed to create
a contractual obligation for either party to indemnify the other for loss or damage
resulting from any act or omission of the other party or its employees, directors, officers
and agents. This section shall not constitute a waiver by either party or any rights to

indemnification, contribution, or subrogation, which the party may have by operation of
law.

- Mutual Indemnification. Contractor/County agrees that it shall protect, indemnify, and
hold harmless the County/Contractor and its respective officers, employees, and agents
from and against all actions, claims, costs, damages, demands, expenses, judgments,
liabilities, losses, suits, and attorney fees resulting from the negligence or fault of the
Owner/Contractor or the Owner’s/Contractor’s officers, employees, and agents arising
out of, resulting from, or in any manner connected with the performance or
nonperformance of this contract.

- Indemnification. Contractor agrees that it will at all times during the existence of this
contract indemnify Purchaser against any and all loss, damages and costs or expenses
which Purchaser may sustain, incur, or be required to pay by reason of the Purchaser, its
employees, agents and clients suffering personal injury, death or property loss resulting
from participating in or receiving the care and services to be furnished by the Contractor
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under this agreement; however, the provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to
liabilities, losses, charges, costs, or expenses caused by Purchaser. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, the Purchaser does not waive, and specifically reserves, its rights to assert any
and all affirmative defenses and limitations as set forth in Wisconsin Statutes.

- Indemnification. In addition to, and not to the exclusion or prejudice of, any provisions of
this agreement or documents incorporated herein by reference, the Contractor shall
indemnify and save harmless and agrees to accept the tender of defense and pay any and
all legal, accounting, consulting, engineering and other expenses relating to the defense

of any claim asserted or imposed upon the County, its officers, agents, employees and
independent contractors growing out of this agreement. The Contractor shall also name as
additional insureds on its general liability insurance the County, its officers, agents,
employees and give the County evidence of same upon request.

- Indemnification. The Contractor shall indemnify, save harmless and defend the County
from any and all claims, suits, and damages resulting from this contract.

8. What if the contractor wants to limit their indemnification to the contract amount?

This is a very bad idea. It places too much risk on the County and inappropriately so.

- If you paid $30 for an oil change and the service provider negligently failed to screw the
oil filter back on tightly such that you lost most of your oil and ruined your engine, would
you think it appropriate to have your damages limited to $30?

- There is no correlation between what we pay a contractor on a contract and the exposure
to risk the County faces as a result of the contract.

- It is more economical for the contractor to cover the insurance needs their work or
product presents as opposed to the County and others purchasing the service or product to
separately do so.

- It can be well argued that our culture supports allocating actual damages to the person or
entity causing the harm and that artificially limiting those damages hurts society by not
properly encouraging adequate protection from the risk.
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CR IM IN A L JU S T ICECO O R DIN A T O R A DHO C CO M M IT T EE
M EET IN G M IN U T ES

DA T E: W ednesday,July 22,2020
T IM E: 1:00 p.m .
P L A CE: W oodCounty Courthouse-IT R oom 205

W isconsinR apids,W I

P R ES EN T : Adam Fischer,BillClendenning,BillL eichtnam ,BrentVruw inkandS haw nBecker
(in-person);M ary S olheim (videoconferencing)

O T HER S P R ES EN T : (forpartorallofthem eetinginperson,telephoneorvideoconference): Kim
M cGrath,S hannonL obner,JohnHokam p,BrandonVruw inkandL isaKeller

N O T P R ES EN T : BradHam ilton

1. T hem eetingw ascalledtoorderat1:00 p.m .by Chairm anFischer.

2. A quorum w asdeclared.

3. T herew erenopubliccom m ents.

4. A m otionw asm adeby L eichtnam andsecondedby Clendenningtoapprovethem inutesfrom
theJune24,2020 m eeting. A llvotedaye,m otioncarried.

5. T herew asnoform alupdateontheestablishm entofanO W Icourt. T heconsensusofthe
com m itteew astoputthisitem onholduntilaftertheCrim inalJusticeCoordinatorpositionis
filled andthenfurtherexploreoptionsofestablishinganO W Icourtorahybridcourtin
conjunctionw iththeexistingdrugcourt.

6. Vruw inkinform edthecom m itteethathehadm etw ithJudgeP ottertodiscussthe
establishm entofDay R eportingandDiversionP rogram s,andtheprosandconsofboth
program s. Discussionensuedandthecom m itteedeterm inedthattheDistrictAttorney should
beinvolvedinfuturediscussionsasprogram saredeveloped andestablished. T heconsensusof
thecom m itteew astotablethisitem untilaftertherecruitm entandhiringoftheCrim inal
JusticeCoordinator.

7. Discussiontookplaceonthetim elineandrecruitm entprocessfortheCrim inalJustice
Coordinator. M cGrathinform edthecom m itteethatbasedonthetim elinethatw aspreviously
established,thepositionistobepostedonJuly 27,2020,butisready forpostingpriortothat
date,subjecttothedirectionofthecom m ittee. A m otionw asm adeby Clendenningand
secondedby Vruw ink,tostartthehiringprocessfortheCrim inalJusticeCoordinatorposition
andstartrecruitm entonM onday,July 27,2020. Discussionensued. Vruw inkm adeam otion
toam endtheoriginalm otionandtodirecttheHum anR esourcesDirectortoposttheCrim inal
JusticeCoordinatorpositionby July 23,2020 at4:30 p.m .,secondedby Clendenning. A llvoted
aye,m otioncarried. T heoriginalm otionw asam endedtodirecttheHum anR esources
DirectortoposttheCrim inalJusticeCoordinatorpositionby July 23,2020 at4:30. A llvoted
aye,m otioncarried.
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O ncethepostingoftheCrim inalJusticeCoordinatorexpires,thecom m itteew illm eeton
W ednesday,08/12/2020 at1:00 p.m .,inclosedsession,toreview theapplications;establish
interview questions;confirm partiesthatw illconductfirstand secondinterview s;anddiscussif
othercounties,w hohaveestablishedCrim inalJusticeCoordinators,shouldassistinthe
interview process. T heCrim inalJusticeCoordinatorstartdateisscheduledforO ctober5,2020.

8. S olheim inform edthecom m itteethatshehasnonew updatesontheYouthM entalHealth
Court. A m otionw asm adeby Vruw inkandsecondedby L eichtnam toindefinitely postpone
thedecisionontheYouthM entalHealthCourt. A llvotedaye,m otioncarried.

9. T henextm eetingw illbeonW ednesday,A ugust12,2020,inclosed-session,at1:00 p.m .

10.Chairm anFischeradjourned them eetingat1:38p.m .

M inutestakenby S hannonL obnerandareindraftform atuntilapprovedby thecom m itteeat
thenextm eeting.
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