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MINUTES
CONSERVATION, EDUCATION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
PUBLIC HEARING
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2012
WOOD COUNTY HIGHWAY OFFICE, 555 17TH AVE N, WISCONSIN RAPIDS WI
Members Present:  Hilde Henkel, Robert Ashbeck, Ruth Moody, Kenneth Curry, William Winch, Dale Gehrke (joined meeting at 9:05 a.m.)
Member Excused:  
Staff Present:  
Planning & Zoning Staff - Gary Popelka, Jason Grueneberg, Jeff Brewbaker, Scott Kramar
Land Conservation Staff - Jerry Storke

UW Extension Staff –Peter Manley, Mary Spencer

Others Present: Dist #14 Supervisor Dennis Polach; Chris Renner, Pavloski Development; Jason Angell, City of Marshfield; Brad Pavloski, Pavloski Development; Hugh O’Donnell, Butch Fencil.
1. Chairperson Hilde Henkel called the public hearing to order at 9:00 a.m.  

2. Read Public Notice.   
Gary Popelka read the public notice into the record.
3. Staff Comments. 
Gary Popelka distributed copies of a December 4, 2012 letter from Thomas D. Larson, of the T. Larson Consulting, LLC firm.  The letter was read into the record.  The letter stated, in part, that “the DNR is in the process of revising Wis. Admin. Code Ch. NR 115 and the revisions could significantly alter NR 115 and the proposed changes to the Wood County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.”  Changes are being considered in the sections of permit requirements for removing invasive, damaged vegetation; impervious surface standards; and non-conforming structures.   Revisions to NR 115 will take several more months.  The letter advised delaying making revisions to its shoreland zoning ordinance until NR 115 was completed.
Gary Popelka distributed a memo to the CEED Committee providing Staff Recommendations for Changes to Shoreland Ordinance Draft.  He reviewed the recommendations referencing the page and section in the Wood County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance pointing out the current language and the proposed changed. A revision on page 13 corrects a requirement that is in conflict with the Wood County Land Subdivision Ordinance #701.  Language changes are recommended on pages 19, 22 and 31.  A new item (Item I.  Water Capture Practices ) would be added on page 32 to address mitigation options through use of rain barrels and approved rain gardens and the current item “I” becomes “J.”   
4. Committee Questions.   

Chair Hilde Henkel called for Committee questions and comments. 
William Winch suggested delaying making changes to the ordinance until NR 115 is finalized because Wood County would be required to make additional changes when NR 115 was finalized causing more confusion as to what property owners could or could not do.  A project started before the finalized NR 115 may need to be revised or discontinued if further changes conflict with current ordinance requirements.

Gary Popelka recommends that the updates presented now be approved.  They have been working on making these changes for two years and by approving these changes progress can be made toward improving current practices.

Kenneth Curry asked if a caveat could be added to the ordinance which would allow Wood County to defer to state regulations when they were finalized so that Wood County’s ordinance would comply with state requirements when they were implemented.  Gary Popelka pointed to page 4 of the current ordinance which said that DNR approval would be required for any changes to current ordinances.
There were no further comments from the Committee.

5.   Call for Testimony

Chair Henkel asked for testimony from the public.
Brad Pavloski, Pavloski Development, spoke on behalf of the people who purchased land in the Pavloski Development.  He stated that the land was purchased and owners are aware of what they can do now based on current ordinances.   Interim changes would confuse the owners as to what they could do.  He stated there would be little activity in their development until spring and waiting until NR 115 was finalized would be recommended.
Chris Renner, Pavloski Development, asked if it would be feasible to omit the portions that are in question—identify the topic/heading and then include a statement which references that changes to the current NR 115 are in progress and these sections would be updated when NR 115 is finalized by the DNR.

Additional Comments from CEED Committee Members

Robert Ashbeck reported that a business, Kickapoo Cheese, is waiting for an ordinance to be passed so they can move forward with their plans to improve and expand.  He said that they are waiting on the ordinance due to flood plain issues in their area.  He suggested moving ahead now and revise the ordinance when NR 115 was finalized.
William Winch observed that the developers and other interested parties cannot move forward until the County ordinance is in place and the County can’t move forward because the State needs to finish their work.  He questioned if Wood County moved forward would that be beneficial particularly if the DNR overrules the changes made to the Wood County ordinance since they have overruled parts of the ordinance already.
There were no additional testimony or comments.

 6.  Chair Henkel closed the hearing at 9:37 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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Kenneth Curry, Secretary
Recorded by Mary Spencer, Wood County UW Extension 
Review for submittal to County Board by:  Kenneth Curry, Secretary
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