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MINUTES

CONSERVATION, EDUCATION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2013
WOOD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, ROOM #115, WISCONSIN RAPIDS WI

Members Present:  Hilde Henkel, Robert Ashbeck, William Winch, Ken Curry, Ruth Moody and Harvey Peterson.
Staff Present: 
Planning & Zoning Staff – Gary Popelka, Julie Akey, Jason Grueneberg and Jeff Brewbaker
UW Extension Staff – Peter Manley, Matt Lippert and Chris Hollar
Land Conservation Dept Staff – Jerry Storke, Shane Wucherpfennig and Tracy Arnold.
Others Present:  Dist. #14 Supervisor Dennis Polach, Harold Reiman, Joyce Reiman, Kevin Reiman, Susan Raab, Erica Raab and Mike Raab.
1. Call to Order.  Chairperson Hilde Henkel called the CEED meeting to order at 9:02 a.m.  Harvey Peterson was introduced to the Committee. Mr. Peterson replaces Dale Gehrke.
2. Public Comment.
a. Susan Raab, Tn of Marshfield, read a statement that informed the Committee she had received correspondence from the Planning & Zoning Office regarding their failure to maintain and/or report the maintenance of their holding tank system.  She also stated she was concerned they had not received prior notice of this site inspection.  Staff explained this site was included in the ongoing holding tank pumping enforcement program that was explained at last month’s CEED meeting.  Further, site inspections are conducted prior to the corrective enforcement actions.
b. Kevin Reiman, Tn of Sigel, informed the Committee he had also received correspondence from the P&Z Office regarding holding tank maintenance issues.  He stated he works out of town in the construction business which would explain the low pumping volume.  He further stated he had contacted Kohls Plumbing and a water meter has now been installed.   Mr. Reiman also stated he will not sign the ‘Violation Settlement Agreement’ form sent to him because he feels he is not in violation.
3. Review Correspondence.
a. Chairperson Henkel stated she had received a Thank You from Golden Sands RC&D staff who attended last month’s CEED meeting.
b. Gary Popelka informed the Committee the County had received correspondence from Mike Wenholz, WI DNR Regional Shoreland Specialist, indicating the amendments to Wood County Shoreland Ordinance #704 adopted by the Wood County Board in December 2012 comply with NR115, Wis, Admin Code and Section 59.692, Wis. Stats.  A Certificate of Compliance was also received.
4. Consent Agenda.  The Consent Agenda included the following Items:  1) minutes of the January 9, 2013 CEED meeting, 2) bills from Planning & Zoning, UW Extension and Land Conservation and 3) staff activity reports.
a. Minutes of January 9, 2013 CEED Meeting.  No additions or corrections needed.

b. Department Bills.  Department Claim Sheets were distributed for approval and signature.

i. Supervisor Winch requested clarification on a UW Extension bill from Central Wis. State Fair Association for $32,000.  Peter Manley explained this was for the Junior Fair.
c. Staff Activity Reports.  There were no questions or comments.
Motion by Ruth Moody to approve and accept the consent agenda items including the minutes of the January 9, 2013 CEED, bills from Planning & Zoning, UW Extension and Land Conservation, and the staff activity reports as presented. Second by Robert Ashbeck.  Motion carried unanimously.
5. Risk and Injury Report.  Nothing new to report this month.
6. Planning & Zoning

a. Consider Resolution to Approve Amended Town of Marshfield Zoning Ordinance.  The Town of Marshfield adopted a comprehensive plan in 2012.  The town has now amended their town zoning ordinance to be consistent with the comprehensive plan and to implement the future land use plan.  Gary Popelka informed the Committee the necessary public hearing was held and this does not conflict with our County ordinances.  Brief discussion was held whether to include the three-pages of the specific amendments.
Motion by Ken Curry to introduce a County Board Resolution to approve the amended Town of Marshfield Zoning Ordinance as presented as required by Ch. 60.62(3), Wis. Stats.  Further, the three-pages of amendments are to be included with the resolution.  Second by William Winch.   Motion carried unanimously.
b. Authorize Transfer of Funds for Purchase of Water Meters (Line Item Transfer   Gary Popelka explained the P&Z policy for ordering water meters.  Previously, the State required water meters on all holding tank installations.  The State has since changed its requirements regarding meters; however, the Wood County Private Sewage Ordinance (#702) states water meters may be required if a violation of this ordinance occurs.  P&Z staff members briefly explained the water meter installation conditions as well as the ongoing holding tank pumping violations and corrective enforcement.
The supply of meters is getting low and additional meters need to be ordered.  It was noted this was a budgeted item in previous years; however, in 2013 this was not included.  It was noted this line item will be included in future budgets.  Discussion was held on whether the County should continue ordering the meters or the installing plumber.  Staff stressed the need for uniformity in the water meters.
Motion by Ken Curry to authorize the transfer of $2,000 in the Private Sewage Budget from the Carryover line item (#262-2203-59643-000-341) to the Water Meters line item, (#262-2203-56943-000-349).  Second by Ruth Moody.  Motion carried unanimously.
c. Authorize Resolution to Amend the 2012 Planning Budget  Gary Popelka informed the Committee the County Finance Dept. has notified the P&Z Office of the need to amend the 2012 Planning Budget again.  Payment of unemployment was an unanticipated expense that caused the overage.
Motion by William Winch to approve and forward to County Board a resolution amending the 2012 Planning Budget for unanticipated unemployment compensation.  Second by Robert Ashbeck.  Motion carried unanimously.
7. Economic Development
a.  CWED  Gary Popelka reported CWED now has 16 participating RLF communities.  Popelka reported Juneau County, Mauston and Necedah are considering joining as well as four northern counties.  The current portfolio has a value of over $14 million.  It was also reported the Advisory Committee, which Popelka is a member of, was asked by the CWED Board to review the structure of the organization and look at the potential of adding an Executive Director-type position to assist the Board in daily activities.
Wood County loans are current as of the end of 2012.  The Committee briefly reviewed several tables that showed the loan balance of Wood County’s loans, as well as one showing the regional loans on the ‘watchlist’.
8. County Surveyor.  Nothing to report this month.
9. University Extension

a. Family Living Position Update. Peter Manley reported there were not enough qualified candidates so this has been reposted.  It is noted the County interviews will be held March 11th.  
b. Clean Sweep Update  It was reported the Clean Sweep is scheduled for September 29th in Marshfield.  It is anticipated State funds will be available by then.
c. WI Assn County Extension Committee Conference  This conference will be held April 8 – 10, 2013 at the Madison Concourse Hotel.  The conference registration deadline is March 17th.  WACEC delegates and community leaders, as well as UW Extension educators, will go to the Capitol and visit with local legislators.  This conference again includes an auction.  Every county participating is encouraged to donate at least one item for the auction.
d. 4-H Backfill Introduction  Peter Manley introduced Chris Hollar, who was recently hired for the 4-H backfill position.  It was noted Ms. Hollar is from Milladore.
e. Agricultural Program Update  Matt Lippert demonstrated the use of ‘clicker technology’, which is a tool utilized for anonymous polling for an immediate responsive format to capture views/practices on various topics.  Committee members as well as staff members present were able to ‘vote’ on various items throughout the demonstration and were able to view the ‘results’ immediately.  Peter Manley advised the Committee he had utilized the ‘clickers’ at a recent Employee Work Group Session.
Land Conservation

f. Central Wisconsin Windshed Partnership Update  Discussion on this item was postponed until the March CEED meeting.
g. Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation Program Update  Tracy Arnold distributed a copy of a letter received from a nonmetallic mine operator regarding the financial assurance requirements.  Arnold explained the county’s policy on financial assurance for these pits.  Photographs were also distributed of various sites.  Arnold also informed the Committee they have been waiting for payment of fees.  A notice of violation has been sent but compliance has not yet been obtained.  Currently there is not a ‘late fee’ payment; however, this may be considered in the future.  
Hilde Henkel was excused at 11:00 a.m.
Jerry Storke reported the final 2012 SWRM grant staff and support reimbursement request for $37,023.55 will be submitted to DATCP.  Vice-Chairman Ashbeck signed this reimbursement request.
h. Update on Construction Projects  Shane Wucherpfennig updated the Committee on the 2012 construction projects which included well closures, riprap projects, nutrient management plans, barnyard runoff system, waste storage facility, etc..  There had been one violation but there was quick compliance.  He also stated approximately ten people had signed up for 2013 contracts and $46,000 had been committed in grants so far. 
William Winch was excused at 11:35 a.m.
i. Consider Approval of Resolution to Restore Base Level DATCP Funding  State aid from DATCP for County LCDs has been declining for the past decade.  The recent cuts to Wood County and the additional rounds of cuts proposed by DATCP will impair their ability to help farms and landowners.  As a result, counties have been asked to pick up the funding shortfalls to maintain necessary program implementation or reduce the needed service to their clients.  WCA and the Wis. Farm Bureau Foundation both recognize the value of the work LCDs provide.  The State is being asked to restore base level funding to the LCDs.
Motion by Ruth Moody to introduce a County Board resolution to seek County Board approval to urge Governor Scott Walker and all elected representatives in the Wisconsin State Legislature to restore base level funding to Land Conservation Departments.  Second by Ken Curry.  Motion carried unanimously.
j. Wisconsin Land & Water Conservation Association Conference  The annual WLWCA conference will be held March 11 – 13, 2013 at Chula Vista, Wisconsin Dells.  It was noted this is a very educational and informative conference.  WLWCA also sponsors a silent auction and raffle and the revenue generated will fund the scholarship program as well as help support youth conservation programs.  Committee members were encouraged to attend this conference.  It was noted LCD staff will handle the registration and lodging reservations for those wishing to attend this conference.
k. Golden Sands RC&D Meeting Update  Ruth Moody gave a brief update on the Golden Sands RC&D recent meeting.
10. Schedule Next Meeting
a. The next regular is scheduled for Wednesday,, March 6, 2013 at 9:00 a.m.
Items to be included on the March CEED Agenda:
1. Central Wisconsin Windshed Partnership Update
2. Discussion on Storke Performance Evaluation (closed session)
11. Adjourn

Motion by Ruth Moody to adjourn at 11:42 a.m.   Second by Harvey Peterson.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
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Kenneth Curry, Secretary

Minutes by Julie Akey, Planning & Zoning Office

Review for submittal to County Board by Kenneth Curry (approved Feb 11. 2013)
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