
PROPERTY AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES  

 
DATE:           Monday, November 2, 2020 
TIME:            9:30 a.m. 
PLACE:         Wood County Courthouse – Room 114 
 
PRESENT:     Al Breu (via WebEx), Brad Hamilton (via WebEx), Dennis Polach, Laura Valenstein, 

Bill Winch 
 

OTHERS PRESENT (for part or all of the meeting): Nicole Gessert, Reuben Van Tassel, Lance Pliml 
(via WebEx), Amy Kaup (via WebEx), Bill Clendenning, Jason Grueneberg, Ted Ashbeck, Susanna 
Pearson, John Cain -Venture Architects (via WebEx).  See attached list. 
 
 

1. The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Chair Breu. 
 

2. Public Comments: None. 
 

3. Approve minutes from the previous meeting. 
 

Motion (Hamilton/Valenstein) to approve the minutes from the previous meeting.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
4. Jason Grueneberg shared information regarding a resolution to authorize the Planning and 

Zoning Director to apply to the State of Wisconsin Public Service Commission for broadband 
expansion grants in partnership with Hilbert Communications, LLC. Grueneberg shared a 
handout to the Committee with background information about Bug Tussel Wireless, LLC; a 
subsidiary broadband wireless internet service provider of Hilbert Communications, LLC. 
Discussion ensued. 
 

Motion (Hamilton/Valenstein) to approve the Planning and Zoning Director to make application 
for broadband grants in partnership with Hilbert Communications, LLC.  Motion carried. Voting 
no: Winch. 

 
5. (a) Supervisor Winch asked for clarification on items within the Information Technology 

vouchers. Amy Kaup answered general questions pertaining to her department’s vouchers.  
 

Motion (Hamilton/Valenstein) to approve the vouchers for the Information Technology 
Department. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

(b) Information Technology Director, Kaup shared several projects that her department has been 
working on as indicated in her Monthly Letter of Comments. 
 

6. (a) Supervisor Winch asked for clarification on items within the Maintenance vouchers.  
Van Tassel answered general questions pertaining to his department’s vouchers. 

 
Motion (Hamilton/Valenstein) to approve the vouchers for the Maintenance Department. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

(b) Van Tassel asked if there were any questions regarding his Monthly Letter of Comments. 
There were none. 

 



  

 

7. Van Tassel shared information from the Renewable and Sustainable (R&S) Committee regarding 
their recommendation to approve two additional R&S grant applications to use up the remaining 
grant funds. 
 

Motion (Valenstein/Hamilton) to approve the Renewable and Sustainable grant applications. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
The Committee agreed to move agenda item #9 up in the order. 
 

9. The Committee discussed Venture Architect’s recent Jail study and some additional notes 
compiled by John Cain. Some topics discussed at length were soil boring, discussing bonding 
affects with the Finance Director, and costs of delaying the project. Van Tassel will bring more 
information to the next meeting on questions raised. 
 

Motion (Hamilton/Polach) to conduct ten soil boring tests done as related to the jail study. Five 
soil boring tests on the east side of the Courthouse property and five soil boring tests on the south 
side of the Courthouse property. Motion carried. Voting no: Winch. 

 
The Committee agreed to move agenda item #10 up in the order. 
 

10. Grueneberg indicated he has been working on a compiling a digital inventory of County owned 
properties to share with the Committee. He will have a virtual presentation prepared for the next 
Committee meeting. 

 
8. Van Tassel shared there may be opportunities to get funding from sources outside the County 

budget for Renewable and Sustainable projects in the future. He is requesting approval from the 
Committee to allow him to have conversations with outside sources to be able to bring back 
future recommendations for Committee approval. 
 

Motion (Valenstein/Hamilton) to approve Facilities Director, Van Tassel to pursue outside funding 
sources for Renewable and Sustainable projects. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
11. Agenda items for the next meeting:  

 Van Tassel will bring additional information and answers for various questions 
pertaining to the jail study. 

 Virtual presentation from P&Z Director, Grueneberg, of County owned properties 
 Department Head Reviews 

 
12. The next Committee meeting will be Monday, December 7, 2020 at 9:30 a.m.  

 
13. Chair Breu declared the meeting adjourned at 10:48 a.m. 

 
 
 

Minutes recorded and prepared by Nicole Gessert. Minutes in draft form until approved at the next PIT 
meeting.  
 
 






















