
JUDICIAL & LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

DATE:  Friday, September 4, 2020 
TIME:   9:00 a.m. 
LOCATION:  Room 114, Wood County Courthouse 
 

1. Call meeting to order. 
2. Public comments.  Now or at the time the item is taken up.  Rules may apply.  
3. Review minutes of previous meeting. 
4. Review any claims and notices of injury against the County, as necessary. 
5. Review any Dog License Fee Fund claims. 
6. Review for approval the vouchers and monthly reports of departments the committee 

oversees. 
7. Review 2021 budgets of the departments overseen by the Committee.  Listed in 

alphabetical order 
Branch I 
Branch II 
Branch III 
Child Support 
Clerk of Courts/Family Court Commissioner 
Corporation Counsel 
District Attorney 
Register of Deeds 
Victim/Witness 

8. Discuss Child Support space needs. 
9. a. Discuss legal fees of guardianship case. 

b. Discussion negotiations with Savion. 
10. Presentation of correspondence and legislative issues or referrals and recognition of 

Legislators who may be present. 
a. Report of Citizens Groundwater Group. 
b. Joint Legislative Committee meetings in Mosinee. 
c. Update on joint meeting with Health & Human Services re: Ch 48 matters. 

11. Review of County Board Rules. 
a. Duties of second vice chairperson report. 
b. Necessity to notice closed sessions. 

12. Criminal Justice Coordinator Committee update. 
13. Attendance at meetings. 
14. Consideration of agenda items for next meeting. 
15. Set date and time of next meeting. 
16. Adjourn. 

 
Join by phone 
+1-408-418-9388 United States Toll   
Meeting number (access code): 146 577 2627 
 
Join by WebEx App or Web 
https://woodcountywi.webex.com/woodcountywi/j.php?MTID=m3974cbc1e7d4144acc6125d4e0cc909a 
Meeting number (access code): 146 577 2627 
Meeting password: JL0904   
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MINUTES OF THE JUDICIAL AND LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

DATE: August 7, 2020
TIME: 9:00 a.m.
PLACE: Room 114, Wood County Courthouse
TIME ADJOURNED: 11:00 a.m.
MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Bill Clendenning, Bill Leichtnam,

Kenneth Curry, Ed Wagner
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Joseph Zurfluh
OTHERS PRESENT: Peter Kastenholz. See attached list.

1. At 9:10 a.m., the meeting was called to order. (It took a while
to get the audio on the AV system working.)

2. Public comments. None.

3. The minutes for the July 10, 2020, meeting were reviewed. There
was one change, that being the Drug Court Coordinator had to
move and not the Criminal Justice Coordinator. Moved by
Wagner, seconded by Curry, to approve the minutes as amended.
All ayes.

4. The Committee reviewed the claims of Ron Feit and Michelle
Gilbank. These claims will be provided to the county board.

5. There was one new animal claim against the County.
Moved by Curry, seconded by Clendenning, to pay $380 to South
Wood County Human Society for the quarantine of a cat owned by
Joseph Reignier. All ayes.

6. Committee reviewed monthly voucher and department reports of
the departments it oversees. Moved by Curry, seconded by
Leichtnam, to approve the reports and payment of department
vouchers. All ayes.

a. Corporation Counsel memorandum entitled “Contracts:
Indemnification Provisions” was approved by the Committee
and will be forwarded to the county board.

7. The Committee reviewed correspondence and legislative issues.
a. Report of Citizens Groundwater Group. Supervisor

Leichtnam advised there have been no meetings for five
months due to the coronavirus but they will be meeting
this month.

8. County Board rules.
a. Duties of second vice-chairperson. Supervisor Leichtnam

commented that if we have a second vice-chairperson, that
he/she should have duties attendant to the position.
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Leichtnam gave ideas such as liaison to different
entities; doesn’t feel the position should just be a
placeholder. Discussion had. Suggestion made to see
what duties other counties give to their second vice-
chairperson. County Board Chair Pliml advised he would
discuss the topic with the first and second vice-
chairpersons and this Committee Chair.
Moved by Wagner, seconded by Leichtnam, to have the
second vice-chairperson research the duties of a second
vice-chairperson throughout the state. All ayes.

9. Criminal Justice Coordinator Committee update.
There is a meeting next week to review applications.

10. Attendance at meetings. No specific requests to attend a
meeting were made.

11. Jail Study. Discussion had on why Venture Architects was used.
It was explained that Venture had done the general space needs
study for the County and so they had a lot of the raw data and
were much less expensive than competitors were. Also, Venture
is the pre-eminent jail architectural firm in the state.
General discussion had on the need for a new jail and it was
explained that the current numbers are artificial and do not
represent the current needs of the community for a jail.

12. Agenda items for the September 2020 meeting:
 Review continued need for Rules 42 and 43.
 Review 2021 budgets for departments overseen by the

Committee.

13. The next committee meeting will be September 4, 2020, at 9 a.m.
This will be both the budget and regular meeting.

14. The Committee toured the District Attorney’s new office space.
The Committee was impressed with the work done by the Facilties
Manager.

15. Meeting adjourned without objection by the Chairperson at
11:00 a.m.

Minutes taken by Peter Kastenholz.

3



4



Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

03200045 MENDEZ JOHN TRANSLATING ASSIST 6/25/20 06/25/2020 $300.00

03200046 LEGAL DIRECTORIES PUBLISHING CO 2020 WI BLUE BOOK 07/01/2020 $49.75

03200047 COLLINS KIMBERLY TRANSCRIPT FEE 18CF458,19CM833 08/06/2020 $24.00

03200048 COLLINS KIMBERLY TRANSCRIPT FEE 19CF253,312,630 08/10/2020 $40.00

03200049 COLLINS KIMBERLY TRANSCRIPT FEE 19CF501 08/11/2020 $42.00

03200050 COLLINS KIMBERLY TRANSCRIPT FEE 16CF470 08/11/2020 $32.00

 Grand Total: $487.75

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Chair:

Committee Member:

Signatures

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Report

Report of claims for:

For the range of vouchers: 03200045 - 03200050

County of Wood

BRANCH 1 / PROBATE

For the period of: AUGUST 2020

Report Run: 8/25/2020 10:32:21 AM Page 1 of 1
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Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

04200027 LEGAL DIRECTORIES PUBLISHING CO 2020 WI LEGAL DIRECTORY 08/12/2020 $49.75 P

04200028 PETERSON MICHELLE L TRANSCRIPT FEE 19CF188 07/23/2020 $122.00

04200029 PETERSON MICHELLE L TRANSCRIPT FEE 17CF555 07/30/2020 $44.00

04200030 SWITS LTD INTERPRETER FEES 08/19/2020 $152.00

 Grand Total: $367.75

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Chair:

Committee Member:

Signatures

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Report

Report of claims for:

For the range of vouchers: 04200027 - 04200030

County of Wood

BRANCH 2

For the period of: AUGUST 2020

Report Run: 8/26/2020 6:24:44 AM Page 1 of 1
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Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

05200059 STAPLES ADVANTAGE TONER 07/30/2020 $93.98 P

05200060 ATTIC CORRECTIONAL SERVICES INC DRUG COURT STAFF & REVENUE 08/06/2020 $5,859.20 P

05200061 ATTIC CORRECTIONAL SERVICES INC DRUG COURT STAFF ENHANCED 08/06/2020 $1,833.33 P

05200062 CORDANT HEALTH SOLUTIONS DRUG TESTING 07/31/2020 $3,685.95 P

05200063 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES OFFICE SUPPLIES 08/15/2020 $28.84

05200064 PETERSON MICHELLE L TRANSCRIPT FEES 08/13/2020 $62.00

 Grand Total: $11,563.30

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Chair:

Committee Member:

Signatures

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Report

Report of claims for:

For the range of vouchers: 05200059 - 05200064

County of Wood

BRANCH 3 / DRUG COURT

For the period of: AUGUST 2020

Report Run: 8/25/2020 10:34:43 AM Page 1 of 1
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Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

07200483 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 20ME108 07/22/2020 $345.00 P

07200484 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 18GN28 07/23/2020 $750.00 P

07200485 PHYSICIAN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EVALUATIONS 
LLC

Med Exam - 20ME108 07/21/2020 $575.00 P

07200486 GABRON CHRISTINE A Atty Fee - 19GN36 07/17/2020 $192.00 P

07200487 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 19JC63 07/22/2020 $460.00 P

07200488 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 20JC101 07/22/2020 $510.00 P

07200489 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 19JC62 07/22/2020 $420.00 P

07200490 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 20JC47 07/22/2020 $990.00 P

07200491 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 20JG06 07/22/2020 $320.00 P

07200492 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 19JC70 07/22/2020 $260.00 P

07200493 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 20CV181 07/22/2020 $420.00 P

07200494 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 20JC76 07/22/2020 $880.00 P

07200495 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 19GN67 07/22/2020 $922.00 P

07200496 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 20JC94 07/22/2020 $530.00 P

07200497 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 20JC100 07/23/2020 $730.00 P

07200498 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 14JC10 & 11 07/16/2020 $445.00 P

07200499 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 19CF383 & 643 07/21/2020 $775.41 P

07200500 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 15GN26 07/22/2020 $219.00 P

07200501 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 20CV178 07/23/2020 $155.00 P

07200502 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 19JC62 07/23/2020 $125.00 P

07200503 WEILAND LEGAL SERVICES Atty Fee - 20GN53 07/21/2020 $100.00 P

07200504 WEILAND LEGAL SERVICES Atty Fee - 19GN65 07/23/2020 $100.00 P

07200505 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 20ME110 07/24/2020 $395.00 P

07200506 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 20ME109 07/27/2020 $195.00 P

07200507 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 20JM90 07/28/2020 $690.00 P

07200508 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 20JM114 07/30/2020 $690.00 P

07200509 LA CHAPELLE KRYSHAK & NETTESHEIM LLP Atty Fee - 03GN54 07/28/2020 $70.00 P

07200510 PHYSICIAN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EVALUATIONS 
LLC

Med Exam - 20ME110 07/23/2020 $700.00 P

07200511 PHYSICIAN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EVALUATIONS 
LLC

Med Exam - 20ME109 07/27/2000 $700.00 P

Committee Report

Report of claims for:

For the range of vouchers: 07200483 - 07200553

County of Wood

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT

For the period of: AUGUST 2020

Report Run: 8/25/2020 11:08:08 AM Page 1 of 3
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Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

07200512 PHYSICIAN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EVALUATIONS 
LLC

Med Exam - 20JM90 07/28/2020 $995.00 P

07200513 FYSTROM AMELIA ANN PHD Med Exam - 20ME69 07/28/2020 $625.00 P

07200514 GORSKI & WITTMAN SC Atty Fee - 20GN50 08/04/2020 $377.37 P

07200515 GORSKI & WITTMAN SC Atty Fee - 20GN41 08/05/2020 $240.00 P

07200516 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 20JI01 07/22/2020 $590.00 P

07200517 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 20JC91 & 92 07/23/2020 $870.00 P

07200518 HILL & WALCZAK ATTYS Atty Fee - 20JC97 & 98 07/27/2020 $680.00 P

07200519 MUSUNURU J R MD Med Exam - 20JM114 07/27/2020 $420.00 P

07200520 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 19CM719 07/23/2020 $840.00 P

07200521 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 18CM317 & 18CF327 07/29/2020 $1,467.23 P

07200522 SCHMIEGE LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 81GN205 07/20/2020 $220.00 P

07200523 STAPLES ADVANTAGE Office Supplies 07/31/2020 $11.31 P

07200524 TRANSUNION RISK & ALTERNATIVE DATA 
SOLUTIONS

Person Sreach for SDC-July 20 08/01/2020 $56.40 P

07200525 WEILAND LEGAL SERVICES Atty Fee - 20CF100 07/23/2020 $819.50 P

07200526 WEILAND LEGAL SERVICES Atty Fee - 19CT491 07/25/2020 $382.40 P

07200527 WEILAND LEGAL SERVICES Atty Fee - 20GN48 07/26/2020 $300.00 P

07200528 WEILAND LEGAL SERVICES Atty Fee - 20GN45 07/30/2020 $300.00 P

07200529 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 20GN32 04/29/2020 $500.00 P

07200530 ANCHOR POINT THERAPY AND EVALUATION 
SERVICES LLC

Med Exam - 20ME116 08/04/2020 $690.00 P

07200531 PHYSICIAN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EVALUATIONS 
LLC

Med Exam - 15ME114 08/04/2020 $770.00 P

07200532 PHYSICIAN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EVALUATIONS 
LLC

Med Exam - 17ME13 08/05/2020 $795.00 P

07200533 PHYSICIAN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EVALUATIONS 
LLC

Med Exam - 20ME116 08/05/2020 $845.00 P

07200534 GEBERT LAW OFFICE Mediation Services - July 2020 08/05/2020 $1,925.00 P

07200535 GEBERT LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 07GN16 08/05/2020 $140.00 P

07200536 GEBERT LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 14GN37 08/05/2020 $140.00 P

07200537 GEBERT LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 14GN12 08/05/2020 $140.00 P

07200538 GEBERT LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 07GN39 08/05/2020 $140.00 P

07200539 GEBERT LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 12GN85 08/05/2020 $140.00 P

07200540 GEBERT LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 03GN74 08/05/2020 $140.00 P

07200541 GEBERT LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 02GN55 08/05/2020 $140.00 P

07200542 GEBERT LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 88GN201 08/05/2020 $140.00 P

07200543 GEBERT LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 88GN214 08/05/2020 $140.00 P

07200544 GEBERT LAW OFFICE Atty Fee - 18GN45 08/05/2020 $140.00 P

07200545 GORSKI KENNETH Court Commr Services July 2020 08/12/2020 $1,250.00 P

07200546 GORSKI & WITTMAN SC Atty Fee - 98GN60 08/06/2020 $206.50 P

07200547 GORSKI & WITTMAN SC Atty Fee - 11GN07 08/06/2020 $226.18 P

07200548 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 19CT425 & 426 02/21/2020 $591.86 P

07200549 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 19CF805 05/26/2020 $949.48 P

07200550 NASH LAW GROUP Atty Fee - 16JG20 08/10/2020 $130.00 P

07200551 QUADIENT LEASING USA INC Lease Payment 08/05/2020 $372.87 P

Report Run: 8/25/2020 11:08:08 AM Page 2 of 3

Committee Report - County of Wood

07200483 - 07200553CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT - AUGUST 
2020
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Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

07200552 SERSCH THERESE Med Exam - 20GN23 08/12/2020 $306.33 P

07200553 WEST PAYMENT CENTER LL Internet Access July 2020 08/01/2020 $1,430.55 P

 Grand Total: $35,246.39

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Chair:

Committee Member:

Signatures

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Report Run: 8/25/2020 11:08:08 AM Page 3 of 3

Committee Report - County of Wood

07200483 - 07200553CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT - AUGUST 
2020
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Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

09200032 LEGAL DIRECTORIES PUBLISHING CO 2020 Wisconsin Legal Directory 08/21/2020 $49.75

09200033 US BANK League of WI Municipalities 08/06/2020 $150.00

 Grand Total: $199.75

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Chair:

Committee Member:

Signatures

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Report

Report of claims for:

For the range of vouchers: 09200032 - 09200033

County of Wood

Corporation Counsel

For the period of: August 2020

Report Run: 8/21/2020 10:33:20 AM Page 1 of 1
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Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

11200027 STAPLES ADVANTAGE OFFICE SUPPLIES 08/01/2020 $52.33 P

11200028 UW LAW SCHOOL WI JI-CRIMINAL PUBLICATION 08/13/2020 $99.00

11200029 STAPLES ADVANTAGE OFFICE SUPPLIES 08/25/2020 $24.25

11200030 STAPLES ADVANTAGE OFFICE SUPPLIES 08/25/2020 $17.70

11200031 PARAGON DEVELOPMENT SYSTEMS INC COMPUTER EQUIPMENT 07/22/2020 $676.38

 Grand Total: $869.66

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Chair:

Committee Member:

Signatures

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Report

Report of claims for:

For the range of vouchers: 11200027 - 11200031

County of Wood

DISTRICT ATTORNEY

For the period of: AUGUST 2020

Report Run: 8/26/2020 10:32:18 AM Page 1 of 1
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Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

24200027 PRIA (Property Records Industry Assoc) PRIA MEMBERSHIP - RINGER 08/13/2020 $60.00 P

24200028 FIDLAR TECHNOLOGIES INC LAREDO JULY 2020 08/15/2020 $1,655.23

24200029 US BANK PAYOFF DEPT P-CARD 08/17/2020 $8.44

 Grand Total: $1,723.67

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Chair:

Committee Member:

Signatures

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Report

Report of claims for:

For the range of vouchers: 24200027 - 24200029

County of Wood

REGISTER OF DEEDS

For the period of: AUGUST 2020

Report Run: 8/25/2020 10:56:29 AM Page 1 of 1
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Voucher Vendor Name Nature of Claim Doc Date Amount Paid

32200008 PARAGON DEVELOPMENT SYSTEMS INC VW LAPTOP 08/26/2020 $48.00

32200009 PARAGON DEVELOPMENT SYSTEMS INC VW LAPTOP 08/26/2020 $1,197.00

 Grand Total: $1,245.00

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Chair:

Committee Member:

Signatures

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Member:

Committee Report

Report of claims for:

For the range of vouchers: 32200008 - 32200009

County of Wood

VICTIM WITNESS

For the period of: AUGUST 2020

Report Run: 8/26/2020 9:12:14 AM Page 1 of 1
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

400 Market Street • P.O. Box 8095 • Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 54495-8095

Wood County
WISCONSIN

CHILD SUPPORT
AGENCY

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

SEPTEMBER 2020

MONTHLY REPORT TO THE JUDICIAL AND LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
Prepared by Child Support Director Brent Vruwink

 I have completed the 2021 Child Support Budget. The 2021 budget calls for less county investment
in the program than we requested in the 2020 budget. The agency is committed to providing
outstanding service to the public at the same time being conscious of every tax dollar spent.

 We received a letter from the Wisconsin Department of Children and Families congratulating the
agency for receiving the Federal Fiscal Year 2019 Certificate of Excellence. In addition to the letter
we received a plaque recognizing the accomplishment.

 I continue to stay in contact with DCF, WCA and WCSEA in regards to the state budget. Earlier this
year I drafted a funding request on behalf of WCSEA. The request is a 4 Million annual increase in
State GPR for county child support agencies. The WCA Health and Human Services Steering
Committee approved the request and has agreed to advocate on our behalf. The COVID-19
pandemic has significantly complicated the state budget picture and makes the request even more
challenging.

 I attended the Department Head Meeting on August 25th.

 I attended the Criminal Justice Adhoc Committee meetings on August 12th and August 26th.

 I would like to permanently maintain the old Victim Witness space. I am looking for approval from
the Judicial and Legislative committee to do so. I do not expect an increase in rent as we would give
up conference room 115. If you so approve, the Facilities Manager will take the request to the
Property & Information Technology Committee for consideration.

 Agency performance is still holding steady as we embark on the last month of the Federal Fiscal
Year.

 The current IV-D case count is 3,814.
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Clerk of Courts Departmentwide
For the Seven Months Ending Friday, July 31, 2020

2020

Actual Budget Variance Variance %

REVENUES

  Intergovernmental Revenues

43512     State Aid-Courts $59,434.25 $59,000.00 $434.25 0.74%

43514     State Aid-Court Support Services 88,678.00 75,775.00 12,903.00 17.03%

43515     State Aid-Court Child Custody Mediation 1,446.01 1,446.01 0.00%

      Total Intergovernmental 149,558.26 134,775.00 14,783.26 10.97%

  Fines, Forfeits and Penalties

45115     County Share of Occupational Driver 80.00 200.00 (120.00) (60.00%)

45120     County Share of State Fines and Forfeitures 71,060.16 130,000.00 (58,939.84) (45.34%)

45130     County Forfeitures Revenue 50,339.22 94,000.00 (43,660.78) (46.45%)

      Total Fines, Forfeits and Penalties 121,479.38 224,200.00 (102,720.62) (45.82%)

  Public Charges for Services

46140     Court Fees 102,110.45 150,000.00 (47,889.55) (31.93%)

46141     Court Fees and Costs-Marriage Counseling 3,820.00 5,000.00 (1,180.00) (23.60%)

46142     Court/Juvenile 28,526.27 22,000.00 6,526.27 29.66%

46143 Other Professional Reimbursements 5,909.50 7,000.00 (1,090.50) (15.58%)

      Total Public Charges for Services 140,366.22 184,000.00 (43,633.78) (23.71%)

  Interdepartmental Charges for Services

47410     Dept Charges-Hlth Benefits & Other 892.58 2,000.00 (1,107.42) (55.37%)

47411     Dept Charges-Purchasing 4,639.59 9,000.00 (4,360.41) (48.45%)

     Total Interdepartmental Charges 5,532.17 11,000.00 (5,467.83) (49.71%)

      Total Intergovernmental Charges for Services 5,532.17 11,000.00 (5,467.83) (49.71%)

  Miscellaneous

48117     Interest-Clerk of Courts 217.95 250.00 (32.05) (12.82%)

      Total Miscellaneous 217.95 250.00 (32.05) (12.82%)

TOTAL REVENUES 417,153.98 554,225.00 (137,071.02) (24.73%)

EXPENDITURES

  General Government

51217     Clerk of Courts-Divorce Mediation 13,200.00 25,000.00 11,800.00 47.20%

51220     Family Court Commissioner 37,916.62 65,600.00 27,683.38 42.20%

51221     Clerk of Courts 801,079.33 1,513,161.98 712,082.65 47.06%

      Total General Government 852,195.95 1,603,761.98 751,566.03 46.86%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 852,195.95 1,603,761.98 751,566.03 46.86%

NET INCOME (LOSS) * (435,041.97) (1,049,536.98) 614,495.01 (58.55%)

For the Judicial & Legislative Committee Meeting dated: September 4, 2020

Prepared by Cindy Joosten Clerk of Circuit Court

This Report was generated on August 20, 2020 and includes July revenue.

The majority of revenue account Variances should be at 41.7% or less.

The majority of expense account Variances should be at 41.7% or more.
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Total State County Muni Total State County Muni

Jan 179,852      136,758      42,461     633       Jan 223,004      159,574      62,197     1,233    

Feb 212,467      158,150      52,379     1,939    Feb 202,972      138,950      62,508     1,514    

Mar 194,299      142,536      49,778     1,984    Mar 214,998      158,928      53,740     2,331    

Apr 189,013      139,172      48,347     1,493    Apr 121,789      85,475        35,406     908       

May 185,776      140,207      44,153     1,417    May 135,285      99,861        33,945     1,478    

Jun 210,035      156,223      51,320     2,492    Jun 174,646      127,001      45,414     2,231    

Jul 193,788      143,500      48,455     1,833    Jul 177,742      128,952      47,700     1,090    

Aug 187,702      139,549      47,035     1,118    Aug -              

Sep 194,335      147,992      44,695     1,648    Sep -              

Oct 207,441      155,176      49,993     2,272    Oct -              

Nov 171,413      126,828      43,058     1,527    Nov -              

Dec 171,484      126,066      43,902     1,516    Dec -              

2,297,606   1,712,157   565,576   19,872  1,250,436   898,741      340,911   10,785  

1,365,230   # 1,016,545   336,894   11,791  

(114,794)     (117,805)     4,017       (1,006)   

ANNUAL REVENUE COMPARISON

2019 2020

2019 YEAR TO DATE REVENUE:

INCREASE (Decrease)
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

400 Market Street • P.O. Box 8095 • Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 54495-8095 • Telephone (715)421-8465 • Facsimile (715)421-8555

Wood County
WISCONSIN
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Peter A. Kastenholz
CORPORATION COUNSEL

___________________________________________________________________________________

MONTHLY REPORT TO THE JUDICIAL AND LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
August 2020

Saratoga Solar Farm. Savion and its counsel have been working with me to finalize a draft of the
developers and operations agreement for the 150 MW solar array in the town of Saratoga. Internally, I
have been working with Supervisor Leichtnam on addressing some environmental concerns in a way that
won’t kill the deal and have been keeping the committee chair, the Operations Committee chair, and the
county board chair all updated as the negotiations progress.

Chapter 48 Case. The Human Services Department was looking into whether it made sense to have the
Corporation Counsel’s office take over the handling of the Ch. 48 cases (CHIPS and TPRs) from the
District Attorney’s office. County Board Chair Pliml scheduled a meeting with DA Lambert, HS Deputy
Director Solheim, and myself to discuss the pros and cons of such a move and concluded at the end of the
meeting such a change wasn’t justified at this time. Pliml advised he would report back to the Health &
Human Services and Judicial & Legislative committee chairs his findings so that they could determine
how to move forward. Meanwhile it now appears the two committees are going to meet to confer on the
topic.

Office Space. It seems that there is not a likely need for adding additional staff to the department in the
near term so I have notified Facilities Manager Van Tassel that he can proceed on the renovations. The
new office suite will be configured such that we could add one and maybe even two staff without needing
additional renovations.

Wood County v. MACU. This is the case where the county sued Members Advantage Credit Union for
not honoring two letters of credit it had issued that covered four contracts. Court ordered mediation was
held recently and as a result thereof MACU offered to settle our claim of $53,000 for $26,000. At the
direction of the Highway Infrastructure & Recreation Committee, the county counteroffered MACU’s
settlement proposal and MACU accepted the $35,000 counteroffer. I have prepared the settlement
documents and the case will be formally finalized shortly.

Legal Fees in a Guardianship Case. The law provides that if the petitioner in a guardianship action loses
the case after a hearing, then the petitioner must pay the attorney fees for the subject of the proceeding.
This doesn’t happen very often but recently in a pending guardianship case, the proposed ward’s counsel
obtained an independent psychological evaluation stating that the subject was still competent to exercise
her rights. There were a lot of facets to the case but after reviewing this second doctor’s report, I met
with my client and the subject’s daughter and advised I could not meet the burden of proof in the case so
we ought to move to dismiss the case. They acquiesced and opposing counsel agreed to put a stipulation
on the record that the case would be dismissed. We did so. Opposing counsel then demanded the county
pay his legal fees and we refused, contending no hearing on the case took place. There was no case law
on point or even from which we could reasonably extrapolate from so the court addressed the issue of
whether or not the dismissal on the record constituted a “hearing” as that term is used in the specific
statute. The court determined that the dismissal was a hearing and, therefore, ordered the county to pay
the subject’s $5,500 legal bill. I advised opposing counsel I would likely appeal if they wouldn’t agree to
a lower amount. They responded that they would accept $3,500 as full and final payment. If the county
does appeal and win, we owe nothing. If the county does appeal and lose, we not only owe the $5,500 but
the additional legal fees incurred by opposing counsel to handle the appeal, which I estimate to be about
$3,000. I will be discussing this proposed settlement with the committee.
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Register of Deeds 

 

SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

MONTHLY REPORT TO THE JUDICIAL AND LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE  
 

 

 

1. Fidlar Technologies completed the Laredo Connect upgrade.  Wood County was one of 

the first in the state selected for the upgrade.  In addition to off-site searching, Laredo 

Connect allows business partners to view real-time escrow balances and their accounts 

throughout the state all in one place.  Soon, this software will accept payment for Laredo 

subscriptions and escrow deposits.   

 

2. On August 12th, all staff attended training sessions on Avid updates and improvements 

with Fidlar. 

 

3. All staff attended training on Laredo Connect on August 17th with Fidlar.  

 

4. I attended the County Board meeting via WebEx on August 18th. 

 

5. I attended the Operations Committee meeting via WebEx on August 18th.  

 

6. Angela Breunig and I began training on Laredo Admin with Fidlar on August 18th.  We 

will be scheduling another follow up session in the near future.   

 

7. On August 20th, I attended the WRDA executive board meeting via zoom.   

 

8. I attended the department head meeting on August 25th via WebEx.  

 

9. I attended the Fidlar User Group Zoom meeting on August 27th.   

 

10. I will be attending the WRDA District 7 meeting on September 3rd. 
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VICTIM WITNESS SERVICES REPORT 
Michele Newman, Coordinator 

July 29, to August 25, 2020  

 
 

Victims/Witnesses Served:  
168  Victims or Witnesses made contact with via phone  

28 Victims or Witnesses met with in person   

   1 Victims assisted with preparation of Crime Victim Compensation Application 

119 Initial contact packet information sent  

0 No contact order information  

25 No prosecutions notification  

121 Victims or Witnesses were notified of all hearings  

54 Victims or Witnesses were notified of plea agreement/sentencing  

54 Victims or Witnesses notified of disposition on  closed cases 

6  Victims or Witnesses notified of sentencing after revocation  

22  Victims with restitution requested  

5 Victims registered with NOTIS/Vine service  

0  Victims notified of appeals court proceedings  

616 Total services/events // Total unique parties =  350 

 

Restitution: 

Totaled:  $ 92,986.20   

Amount for citizens = $  72,330.81  

Amount for businesses = $ 20,500.00    

Amount for Wood County or State agencies = $  160.39  

 

Trainings/Meetings/Other: Marsy’s Law training on Zoom, Protect (software) online training  
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Difference Change Justification

Account Number Description 2021 Requested 2020 Budget Amount % 10% or greater change

24 - Register of Deeds

2401 - Register Of Deeds

2401-41230 - Real Estate Transfer Fees

101-2401-41230-???-000 41-000 - Taxes (142,000) (142,000) 0 0.00%

2401-46130 - Register of Deeds Fees

101-2401-46130-???-000 46-000 - Public Charges for 
Services

(262,000) (262,000) 0 0.00%

2401-46131 - ROD Laredo Tapestry

101-2401-46131-???-000 46-000 - Public Charges for 
Services

(47,000) (47,000) 0 0.00%

2401-48100 - Interest

101-2401-48100-???-000 48-000 - Miscellaneous 
Revenues

(20) (20) 0 0.00%

2401-51710 - Register of Deeds

101-2401-51710-???-101 101 - Wages-Permanent 203,394 218,184 (14,790) -6.78% two deputy positions filled with new employees

101-2401-51710-???-107 107 - Sick Leave 10,706 7,752 2,954 +38.11%

101-2401-51710-???-108 108 - Vacation 14,858 15,773 (916) -5.80%

101-2401-51710-???-109 109 - Holiday 8,873 6,418 2,454 +38.24%

101-2401-51710-???-119 119 - In or Out Call Pay 0 0 0 0.00%

101-2401-51710-???-120 120 - FICA 18,194 18,982 (788) -4.15%

101-2401-51710-???-130 130 - Health Insurance 79,495 85,455 (5,960) -6.97%

101-2401-51710-???-132 132 - Post Employment 
Benefits

4,038 4,963 (925) -18.64%

101-2401-51710-???-133 133 - Vision Insurance 120 152 (32) -21.26%

101-2401-51710-???-140 140 - Life Insurance 15 45 (30) -66.67%

101-2401-51710-???-151 151 - Retirement 16,054 16,749 (695) -4.15%

101-2401-51710-???-160 160 - Worker's Compensation 452 496 (44) -8.94%

Aug 26, 2020 11:42 AM Page 1

Department Operating Budget Narrative
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Difference Change Justification

Account Number Description 2021 Requested 2020 Budget Amount % 10% or greater change

101-2401-51710-???-172 172 - Training / Conference / 
CPE

2,450 2,450 0 0.00%

101-2401-51710-???-214 214 - Prof Serv-Printing 300 300 0 0.00%

101-2401-51710-???-219 219 - Prof Serv-Other 61,000 61,000 0 0.00%

101-2401-51710-???-221 221 - Utility Service-Cellphone / 
Telephone

1,908 1,908 0 0.00%

101-2401-51710-???-230 230 - R/M Serv-PC 
Replacement

2,305 1,825 480 +26.30%

101-2401-51710-???-311 311 - Office Supplies 4,500 4,500 0 0.00%

101-2401-51710-???-312 312 - Copy Expense 600 600 0 0.00%

101-2401-51710-???-313 313 - Postage 2,800 2,800 0 0.00%

101-2401-51710-???-328 328 - Dues 185 185 0 0.00%

101-2401-51710-???-331 331 - Mileage 1,850 1,850 0 0.00% in-person meetings changed to virtual due to covid restrictions

101-2401-51710-???-332 332 - Meals 0 0 0 0.00%

101-2401-51710-???-333 333 - Lodging / Hotels 1,500 1,500 0 0.00% in-person meetings changed to virtual

101-2401-51710-???-336 336 - Parking 0 0 0 0.00%

101-2401-51710-???-340 340 - Operating Supplies & 
Expense

300 300 0 0.00%

101-2401-51710-???-511 511 - Insurance-Liability 2,061 1,961 100 +5.10%

101-2401-51710-???-531 531 - Rent-Interdepartment 22,887 22,887 0 0.00%

2402 - Register Of Deeds-Redaction

2402-46130 - Register of Deeds Redaction

101-2402-46130-???-000 46-000 - Public Charges for 
Services

0 0 0 0.00%

2402-51711 - Reg of Deeds Redaction

101-2402-51711-???-101 101 - Wages-Permanent 0 0 0 0.00%

101-2402-51711-???-120 120 - FICA 0 0 0 0.00%

Aug 26, 2020 11:42 AM Page 2

Department Operating Budget Narrative
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Difference Change Justification

Account Number Description 2021 Requested 2020 Budget Amount % 10% or greater change

101-2402-51711-???-130 130 - Health Insurance 0 0 0 0.00%

101-2402-51711-???-132 132 - Post Employment 
Benefits

0 0 0 0.00%

101-2402-51711-???-133 133 - Vision Insurance 0 0 0 0.00%

101-2402-51711-???-140 140 - Life Insurance 0 0 0 0.00%

101-2402-51711-???-151 151 - Retirement 0 0 0 0.00%

101-2402-51711-???-160 160 - Worker's Compensation 0 0 0 0.00%

101-2402-51711-???-219 219 - Prof Serv-Other 5,300 15,800 (10,500) -66.46%

Total 24 - Register of Deeds 15,124 43,815 (28,691) -65.48%

Aug 26, 2020 11:42 AM Page 3

Department Operating Budget Narrative
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2021 Budget % Change 2020 Budget 2020 Actual 2020 Estimate

24 - Register of Deeds

2401 - Register Of Deeds

Expense / Expenditure

2401-51710 - Register of Deeds

100 - Personnel Services 358,648 -4.97% 377,419 233,397 319,291

200 - Contractual Services 65,513 +0.74% 65,033 54,049 65,033

300 - Supplies and Expense 11,735 0.00% 11,735 4,736 8,835

500 - Fixed Charges 24,948 +0.40% 24,848 16,565 24,848

2401-51710 - Register of Deeds Total 460,844 -3.80% 479,035 308,748 418,007

Expense / Expenditure Total 460,844 -3.80% 479,035 308,748 418,007

Revenue / Funding Source

2401-41230 - Real Estate Transfer Fees

41 - Taxes 142,000 0.00% 142,000 78,597 142,000

2401-41230 - Real Estate Transfer Fees 
Total

142,000 0.00% 142,000 78,597 142,000

2401-46130 - Register of Deeds Fees

46 - Public Charges for Services 262,000 0.00% 262,000 204,640 262,000

2401-46130 - Register of Deeds Fees 
Total

262,000 0.00% 262,000 204,640 262,000

2401-46131 - ROD Laredo Tapestry

46 - Public Charges for Services 47,000 0.00% 47,000 6,656

2401-46131 - ROD Laredo Tapestry 
Total

47,000 0.00% 47,000 6,656

2401-48100 - Interest

48 - Miscellaneous Revenues 20 0.00% 20 6

2401-48100 - Interest Total 20 0.00% 20 6

Revenue / Funding Source Total 451,020 0.00% 451,020 289,899 404,000

2401 - Register Of Deeds Total 9,824 -64.93% 28,015 18,849 14,007

2402 - Register Of Deeds-Redaction

Expense / Expenditure

2402-51711 - Reg of Deeds Redaction

100 - Personnel Services 0 0.00% 0 0

200 - Contractual Services 5,300 -66.46% 15,800 8,289 10,500

2402-51711 - Reg of Deeds Redaction 
Total

5,300 -66.46% 15,800 8,289 10,500

Expense / Expenditure Total 5,300 -66.46% 15,800 8,289 10,500

Revenue / Funding Source

2402-46130 - Register of Deeds Redaction

46 - Public Charges for Services 0 0.00% 0 0

2402-46130 - Register of Deeds 
Redaction Total

0 0.00% 0 0

Revenue / Funding Source Total 0 0.00% 0 0

2402 - Register Of Deeds-Redaction Total 5,300 -66.46% 15,800 8,289 10,500

Aug 26, 2020 10:55 AM Page 1

Department Operating Budget Detail
With Previous Year Comparison and Annual Estimate
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2021 Budget % Change 2020 Budget 2020 Actual 2020 Estimate

24 - Register of Deeds Total 15,124 -65.48% 43,815 27,139 24,507

Aug 26, 2020 10:55 AM Page 2

Department Operating Budget Detail
With Previous Year Comparison and Annual Estimate
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2021 Budget Summary

Department: 24 - Register of Deeds 2401 - Register Of 
Deeds

2402 - Register Of 
Deeds-Redaction 2021 Total Change % 2020 Budget

Expense / Expenditure

100 - Personnel Services 358,648 0 358,648 -4.97% 377,419

200 - Contractual Services 65,513 5,300 70,813 -12.40% 80,833

300 - Supplies and Expense 11,735 11,735 0.00% 11,735

500 - Fixed Charges 24,948 24,948 +0.40% 24,848

Total Operating Expenditures 460,844 5,300 466,144 -5.80% 494,835

Expense / Expenditure Total 460,844 5,300 466,144 -5.80% 494,835

Revenue / Funding Source

41 - Taxes (142,000) (142,000) 0.00% (142,000)

46 - Public Charges for Services (309,000) 0 (309,000) 0.00% (309,000)

48 - Miscellaneous Revenues (20) (20) 0.00% (20)

Total Operating Expenditures (451,020) 0 (451,020) 0.00% (451,020)

Revenue / Funding Source Total (451,020) 0 (451,020) 0.00% (451,020)

24 - Register of Deeds Tax Levy 9,824 5,300 15,124 -65.48% 43,815

Aug 26, 2020 10:31 AM Page 1 of 2

Department Operating Budget Summary
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2020 Budget Summary

Department: 24 - Register of Deeds 2401 - Register Of 
Deeds

2402 - Register Of 
Deeds-Redaction 2020 Budget

Expense / Expenditure

100 - Personnel Services 377,419 0 377,419

200 - Contractual Services 65,033 15,800 80,833

300 - Supplies and Expense 11,735 11,735

500 - Fixed Charges 24,848 24,848

Total Operating Expenditures 479,035 15,800 494,835

Expense / Expenditure Total 479,035 15,800 494,835

Revenue / Funding Source

41 - Taxes (142,000) (142,000)

46 - Public Charges for Services (309,000) 0 (309,000)

48 - Miscellaneous Revenues (20) (20)

Total Operating Expenditures (451,020) 0 (451,020)

Revenue / Funding Source Total (451,020) 0 (451,020)

24 - Register of Deeds Total 28,015 15,800 43,815

Aug 26, 2020 10:31 AM Page 2 of 2

Department Operating Budget Summary
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Victim Witness Services Program Page 1 
 

VICTIM WITNESS SERVICES 
Statement of Departmental Programs and Services 

Budget Year 2020 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Wood County Victim Witness Services Program strives to provide support and guidance to all 

victims and witnesses of crime. 

The mission of the Victim Witness Services Program is to provide victims and witnesses of crime in 

Wood County information related to their rights as victims and provide assistance in exercising those 

rights. The State Constitution under Statute Chapter 950 enumerates 57 individual rights that ensure and 

assure that victims and witnesses are treated with fairness, dignity and respect throughout their 

experience with the criminal justice system. 

The Victim Witness Services Program will also provide information on support services in Wood County, 

assistance with restitution and/or victim compensation, notification of court hearings and help with 

understanding the criminal justice system, completing a Victim Impact Statement, and much more. 

The Victim Witness Services Program is here to assure that victims and witness are treated with fairness, 

dignity, right to privacy and respect. 

 

PROGRAMS and SERVICES 

 Victim/Witnesses Rights: Expanded with adoption of Marsy’s Law May 2020 

 

Victims and Witnesses of crimes in Wood County are best served when they have full knowledge of their 

rights and are encouraged to engage with the Justice System. It is the role of this office to reach out to 

victims and furnish that information and be a gateway for them to engage. With the passage of Marsy’s 

Law victim rights “vest” at the time of the crime and have been expanded in some areas. Some of the 

rights constitutionally granted to victims are:  

 

 The right to be treated with dignity, respect, courtesy, sensitivity, and fairness. 

 The right to privacy. 

 The right to meaningful and timely notification of charges and court hearings. 

 The right upon request to attend all proceedings and to be heard in any proceeding during 

which a right of the victim is implicated. 

 The right to reasonable protection from the accused throughout the criminal and juvenile 

justice process 

 The right to request HIV or STD’s testing for the defendant. 

 The right to a speedy disposition of the criminal case and to timely disposition free from 

unreasonable delays 

 The right to confer with the District Attorney office at any time during the criminal 

process.  

 The right to full restitution or compensation as provided by laws 

 The right to provide a Victim Impact Statement at the time of sentencing. 

89



Victim Witness Services Program Page 2 
 

 The right to not have their personal identifiers used or disclosed for a purpose unrelated 

to official responsibilities. 

 The right to timely notice about all rights granted under this constitutional amendment 

and all other rights, privileges, or protections of the victim provided by law, including 

how such rights, privileges, or protections are enforced.  

 

With the new law this office has made changes to the information victims receive. We are also working 

on ways to reach out to victims sooner to inform them of their rights as soon as possible. The Victim 

Witness Services Program recognizes the unique position victims and witnesses have in the Judicial 

system. Their active participation effects all citizens in Wood County through the conviction of criminals 

and enforcement of laws. Being a victim of a crime is scary enough, navigating the justice system should 

not be seen as “daunting”.  The Victim Witness Services Program is here to help individuals and families 

navigate and engage in the Judicial process. 

 

 Court Hearings: 
 

The Judicial system can move quickly through hearings. It is the job of Victim Witness Services to make 

sure victims are informed of hearings. This often means calling victims at the last minute to inform them 

of changes and inform the courts of their wishes. It is the responsibility of the Victim Witness Services 

office to make sure the following rights are services are provided to victims and subpoenaed witnesses for 

court hearings:  

 

 The right to notification of criminal charges.  

 The right to be heard if victims’ rights are implicated  

 The right to request notice of all court proceedings in adult and juvenile proceedings.  

 The right to confer with prosecution.  

 The right to have their interests considered in any continuances that are granted.  

 The right to request accompaniment in attending a hearing.  

 The right to a safe waiting area separate from the defense witnesses.  

 The right to employer intercession to avoid loss of employment or other sanctions. 

 The right to a witness fee if subpoenaed by the State to testify.  

 The right to protection from harm and threats regarding the prosecution of the case.  

 Assistance in preparing for and during court appearances, especially with testifying. 

 The right to inform the judge of how the crime has affected them and what they would 

like to see for a sentence – a Victim Impact Statement – made at the time of sentencing  

 

In order to ensure these rights Victim Witness Services Program must receive the appropriate information 

from the victims / witnesses in a timely manner to effectively communicate to victims and witnesses and 

assist in exercising these rights. Marsy’s Law requires notices are both reasonable and timely, if not then 

a new hearing is requested.  Support from all members of the judicial system and county stakeholders is 

essential.   

 

 

 Financial Assistance: 

 
Victim Witness Services Program collects restitution information to be included with the District 

Attorney’s file to be considered at disposition of the case. This often requires the collection, compilation, 

and distribution of documentation of the claim. For many victims / witnesses restitution is their main 
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concern. Being awarded restitution and receiving monetary remuneration from the offender helps with 

their healing and feelings of a successful case. Many Victim / Witnesses offices in Wisconsin have staff 

devoted just to restitution because of the amount of work it takes and how important it is to victims. In 

addition to restitution, when appropriate victims are also given information and assistance in completing 

applications for state Crime Victim Compensation funds. Additionally, if  a separate Restitution Hearing  

is required Victim  Witness Services will prepare documents for the court and attend with the victims.  

Victim Witness Services will also assist when asked, in the return of personal property being held as 

evidence by the sheriff’s office.  

*No funds are collected or distributed by the Victim Witness Services Program. 

 

 

 State and Community Referrals: 

 
Victim Witness Services Program makes referrals to other criminal justice service providers as well as 

community sources of assistance, including domestic abuse programs, sexual assault programs, shelters, 

counseling resources and support groups. This office has a strong relationship with The Family Center, 

Inc., here in Wisconsin Rapids and knowledge of agencies in surrounding areas. Additional agencies this 

office works with closely are: local law enforcement agencies, State Department of Justice, Office of 

Crime Victim Services, Safe at Home program, Department of Corrections and other Victim Witness 

offices. Referrals are made to appropriate community agencies as needs arise.  

 

 

 Post-Conviction Services: 

 
When conviction results in a prison term victims are provided with information on the services provided 

through the Department of Corrections. Victims are supplied with the appropriate registration materials 

and information. If an appeal is indicated, victims are provide with  information regarding the appellate 

services available and when indicated services are provided directly. If restitution is reduced to a civil 

judgement as the result of a revocation of supervision, victims are notified. Notification as to registration 

for notice of escape or release is also provided.  

 

 

 General Duties: 

 
Victim Witness Services Program carries out duties assigned by the District Attorney’s office as required. 

Much of the time in this office is spent in direct service of victims either by attended hearings, contact by 

phone, reading and researching, completing reports and correspondence. Many hours are also spent in 

completing both State and County budget reports. As the coordinator I also attend several meetings a 

month, and continue to attend trainings and webinars to improve my knowledge.  

 

 

 Service Requirements: 

 
Services outlined above are required per Wisconsin State Statutes Chapter 950 and indicate that in each 

county, the county board is responsible for the provision of services under this section. The county may 

seek reimbursement for services provided from the Department of  Justice for not more than 90% of the 

costs incurred in providing those services. Reimbursement forms are completed ty the Victim Witness 

office every six months. The rate is determined by the Department of Justice and can fluctuate per 
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reporting period. The reimbursement rate for the period January – June 2020 is 42.5%. This is a 

significant decrease from previous years. The decrease in funding available has been tied to the effects of 

Covid -19 on the state’s economy as reimbursement funding comes from State and County fees and 

surcharges collected. Reimbursement may be suspended or terminated if the county fails to comply with 

the required duties. Additionally, the county could be the subject of a complaint of a violation of crime 

victims’ rights to the Crime Victim Rights Board which could result in a private or public reprimand, or 

forfeiture, or report and recommendation.  

 

 Services Provided: 

 
A synopsis of services provided from January 1st to August 25, 2020: 

 1006 Initial Contact letters sent / 2760 total mailed communications 

 4592 Total Services Provided 

 152 meetings with Victims or Witnesses 

 

There has been a small decline in the number of face-to-face meetings with victims because of Covid 19.  

 

 

2020 NARRATIVE 

There have been a lot of changes in VictimWitness Services this past year. The biggest change is the new 

location. Thanks to the support of some key board members our office was moved the last week of 

January 2020 to the second floor. The new location provides more room for meeting with victims and 

improved access to the third floor courtrooms and district attorney’s office. This office has also increased 

victim access while importantly improving privacy and security. Other changes came when Sue 

McCarthy announced her retirement. Sue brought with her institutional knowledge that was invaluable 

and she is dearly missed by many. New to VictimWitness is Monica Waltenberry, she has jumped right 

into serving victims and witnesses with professionalism and excellence.  

With Covid 19 Victim Witness Services has had to adapted to victims calling more for services and court 

appearances. Jury Trials have been suspended since March but will start again in September, we foresee a 

very busy fourth quarter as the courts attempted to make up for lost time.  

One of the goals from last year was to decrease the amount of paper used, with more people using email 

and other electronic means of communication I hope to see a reduction in paper usage and an increase in 

budget savings. 

At the first of the year the Judges gave Victim Witness the approval to change how we handle cases that 

involve domestic abuse charges. Many victims of domestic violence do not want the court imposed no 

contact orders and reach out to VictimWitness to get that changed. To increase victim safety and provide 

the judges with some sense that victims understand the precarious situation they are in, starting this fall in 

order to remove  the no contact victims must meet with a Domestic Violence advocate from the Family 

Center to complete a safety plan. They also will learn more about the cycle of violence and the effects 

violence has the their family and the community. This has increase collaboration with local advocacy 

centers and hopefully improved victim safety.  
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Another area of change is in training. Because of Covid 19 all face to face trainings and conferences have 

been cancelled. Rather than just take the year off I reached out to VictimWitness coordinators from 

bordering counties and formed the “central Wisconsin workgroup” this informal group provides an 

avenue to learn from each other. Because of our demographics we face many of the same issues and can 

lean on each other for support and knowledge. We are also doing much more via online trainings and 

instruction. Many of these are offered by the state and all have been free.  

While we are in the midst of a global pandemic many of the “normal” functions of the VictimWitness 

office have been postponed or have had to be adapted. These challenges have increased our fierce 

devotion to providing victims superior support. While the rest of their lives maybe in turmoil, we are 

doing our best to provide a sense of security.  

During these uncertain times VictimWitness Services is doing everything possible to reduce or maintain 

costs. Last year I referenced the possibility of increasing the size of this office to accommodate the 

increase in the number of attorneys in the DA’s office. It is recommend by state to have one full time 

Victim Witness coordinator or specialist to every three attorneys. Currently the DA’s office has five 

attorneys with one vacancy. While our responsibilities have increased with more attorneys handling more 

case and Marsy’s law, for now we will continue to do our best with two staff members.  

As always, VictimWitness Services are dedicated to providing services, information, assistance, support 

and guidance to all Victims / Witnesses of crime in Wood County.  

 

Sincerely, Michele Newman, MS,  

Coordinator  

93



2021 Budget % Change 2020 Budget 2020 Actual 2020 Estimate

32 - Vicitim Witness

3201 - Victim Witness

Expense / Expenditure

3201-51315 - Victim Witness Program

100 - Personnel Services 134,074 -6.79% 143,840 87,620 137,057

200 - Contractual Services 1,375 0.00% 1,375 534 1,375

300 - Supplies and Expense 4,895 0.00% 4,895 1,094 2,480

500 - Fixed Charges 4,614 +1.94% 4,526 3,017 3,330

3201-51315 - Victim Witness Program 
Total

144,958 -6.26% 154,636 92,266 144,242

Expense / Expenditure Total 144,958 -6.26% 154,636 92,266 144,242

Revenue / Funding Source

3201-43511 - State Aid-Victim Witness

43 - Intergovernmental Revenues 74,000 0.00% 74,000 29,246

3201-43511 - State Aid-Victim Witness 
Total

74,000 0.00% 74,000 29,246

3201-45120 - Co Share of St Fines & Forfeit

45 - Fines, Forfeits and Penalties 10,000 0.00% 10,000 5,972

3201-45120 - Co Share of St Fines & 
Forfeit Total

10,000 0.00% 10,000 5,972

Revenue / Funding Source Total 84,000 0.00% 84,000 35,218

3201 - Victim Witness Total 60,958 -13.70% 70,636 57,047 144,242

3202 - Victim Witness-Task Force

Expense / Expenditure

3202-51316 - Victim Witness Task Force

200 - Contractual Services 0 0.00% 0 0

300 - Supplies and Expense 0 0.00% 0 0

3202-51316 - Victim Witness Task Force
 Total

0 0.00% 0 0

Expense / Expenditure Total 0 0.00% 0 0

Revenue / Funding Source

3202-43210 - Victim Witness State Aid

43 - Intergovernmental Revenues 0 0.00% 0 0

3202-43210 - Victim Witness State Aid 
Total

0 0.00% 0 0

Revenue / Funding Source Total 0 0.00% 0 0

3202 - Victim Witness-Task Force Total 0 0.00% 0 0

32 - Vicitim Witness Total 60,958 -13.70% 70,636 57,047 144,242

Aug 26, 2020 03:52 PM Page 1

Department Operating Budget Detail
With Previous Year Comparison and Annual Estimate
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Difference Change Justification

Account Number Description 2021 Requested 2020 Budget Amount % 10% or greater change

32 - Vicitim Witness

3201 - Victim Witness

3201-43511 - State Aid-Victim Witness

101-3201-43511-???-000 43-000 - Intergovernmental 
Revenues

(74,000) (74,000) 0 0.00%

3201-45120 - Co Share of St Fines & Forfeit

101-3201-45120-???-000 45-000 - Fines, Forfeits and 
Penalties

(10,000) (10,000) 0 0.00%

3201-51315 - Victim Witness Program

101-3201-51315-???-101 101 - Wages-Permanent 77,366 79,085 (1,719) -2.17%

101-3201-51315-???-107 107 - Sick Leave 3,956 4,209 (254) -6.02%

101-3201-51315-???-108 108 - Vacation 3,274 6,757 (3,483) -51.54%

101-3201-51315-???-109 109 - Holiday 3,278 3,485 (207) -5.93%

101-3201-51315-???-120 120 - FICA 6,722 7,156 (433) -6.05%

101-3201-51315-???-130 130 - Health Insurance 31,798 34,182 (2,384) -6.97%

101-3201-51315-???-132 132 - Post Employment 
Benefits

1,019 1,871 (852) -45.54%

101-3201-51315-???-133 133 - Vision Insurance 32 65 (32) -50.00%

101-3201-51315-???-140 140 - Life Insurance 30 30 0 0.00%

101-3201-51315-???-151 151 - Retirement 5,932 6,314 (382) -6.05%

101-3201-51315-???-160 160 - Worker's Compensation 167 187 (20) -10.75%

101-3201-51315-???-172 172 - Training / Conference / 
CPE

500 500 0 0.00% No in person training in 2020

101-3201-51315-???-214 214 - Prof Serv-Printing 650 650 0 0.00%

101-3201-51315-???-221 221 - Utility Service-Cellphone / 
Telephone

625 625 0 0.00%

101-3201-51315-???-243 243 - R/M Serv Other-
Equipment

100 100 0 0.00%

Aug 26, 2020 03:56 PM Page 1

Department Operating Budget Narrative
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Difference Change Justification

Account Number Description 2021 Requested 2020 Budget Amount % 10% or greater change

101-3201-51315-???-311 311 - Office Supplies 785 785 0 0.00% less use of paper, general office supplies this year

101-3201-51315-???-312 312 - Copy Expense 10 10 0 0.00% less use of shared copier

101-3201-51315-???-313 313 - Postage 2,000 2,000 0 0.00% more emails, fewer letters

101-3201-51315-???-331 331 - Mileage 1,200 1,200 0 0.00% No travel in 2020

101-3201-51315-???-332 332 - Meals 150 150 0 0.00% No Travel in 2020

101-3201-51315-???-333 333 - Lodging / Hotels 600 600 0 0.00% No travel in 2020

101-3201-51315-???-340 340 - Operating Supplies & 
Expense

150 150 0 0.00%

101-3201-51315-???-511 511 - Insurance-Liability 1,174 1,196 (22) -1.84%

101-3201-51315-???-531 531 - Rent-Interdepartment 3,440 3,330 110 +3.30%

3202 - Victim Witness-Task Force

3202-43210 - Victim Witness State Aid

101-3202-43210-???-000 43-000 - Intergovernmental 
Revenues

0 0 0 0.00%

3202-51316 - Victim Witness Task Force

101-3202-51316-???-219 219 - Prof Serv-Other 0 0 0 0.00%

101-3202-51316-???-340 340 - Operating Supplies & 
Expense

0 0 0 0.00%

Total 32 - Vicitim Witness 60,958 70,636 (9,678) -13.70%

Aug 26, 2020 03:56 PM Page 2

Department Operating Budget Narrative
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CR IM IN A L JU S T ICECO O R DIN A T O R A DHO C CO M M IT T EE
M EET IN G M IN U T ES

DA T E: W ednesday,August12,2020
T IM E: 1:00 p.m .
P L A CE: W oodCounty Courthouse-R oom 114

W isconsinR apids,W I

P R ES EN T : BillClendenning,BillL eichtnam ,BradHam ilton,BrentVruw ink,S haw nBecker
andM ary S olheim (in-person);Adam Fischer(video-conferencingand
telephone)

O T HER S P R ES EN T : (forpartorallofthem eetinginperson,telephoneorvideoconference): Kim
M cGrath,S hannonL obner,andL isaKeller

1. T hem eetingw ascalledtoorderat1:01 p.m .by Vice-Chairm anClendenning.

2. A quorum w asdeclared.

3. T herew erenopubliccom m ents.

4. A m otionw asm adeby Ham iltonandsecondedby L eichtnam toapprovethem inutesfrom the
July 22,2020 m eeting. A llvotedaye,m otioncarried.

5. P ursuanttoW isconsinS tateS tat.19.85(1)(c)andw ithnoobjectionsfrom thecom m ittee,Vice-
Chairm anClendenningdeclaredthem eetinginclosedsessionat1:03 p.m .toreview thejob
applicationsfortheCrim inalJusticeCoordinatorposition. P resentinclosedsessionw ere
Clendenning,L eichtnam ,Vruw ink,S olheim ,Ham ilton,Becker,M cGrath,L obner,Kellerand
Fischer.

A m otionw asm adeby Clendenningandsecondedby Ham ilton,toreturntoopensession. A ll

votedaye,m otioncarried. T hem eetingreturnedtoopensessionat2:11 p.m .

6. T henextm eetingw illbeW ednesday,S eptem ber9,2020 forpositioninterview s.

7. Vice-Chairm anClendenningadjournedthem eetingat2:14 p.m .

M inutestakenby S hannonL obnerandareindraftform atuntilapprovedby thecom m itteeat
thenextm eeting.
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