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Guidance for all Mitigation Levels  

 

Specific Scenarios: 

Each of the mitigation strategies listed below include certain activity-specific approaches to consider.  

There are several other categories not listed where specific guidance from state agencies is developed. 
 

Long-Term Care: Refer to DHS Division of Quality Assurance guidance on long-term care settings  
 

Daycare: Refer to Wisconsin Department of Children and Families guidance on child care  
 

K-12 Schools: Refer to Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction Education Forward framework.  
 

Youth Sports: Refer to CDC guidance and considerations for youth sports 

 

 

Table 3 

High and Medium Mitigation Best Practices 

Wash hands often 

Cover coughs, sneezes 

Stay home when sick 

Wear a face mask when in public 

Frequent cleaning of surfaces 

Isolation of positive cases 

Quarantine of close contacts of positive cases 

Physical distancing of 6 feet whenever possible 

Low Mitigation Best Practices 

Wash hands often 

Cover coughs, sneezes 

Stay home when sick 

Wear a face mask when in public 

Frequent cleaning of surfaces 

Isolation of positive cases 

Quarantine of close contacts of positive cases 
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Visitor restrictions in place for nursing homes, 
congregate facilities, hospitals, and schools 
 

 

 

  

Very High Mitigation 

Activity-Specific Considerations Note: This is a menu of potential strategies to consider, it is not an all-inclusive list. The 
identification of local clusters associated with activities may indicate targeted strategies for specific sectors 

Travel Travel Consider recommending people self-monitor for symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 days 
after return from travel. 

Gatherings Indoors: Consider NO gatherings outside of household. 

Outdoors: Consider limiting outdoor gatherings to 10 people or fewer with physical 
distancing and face coverings. 

Bar, Restaurants Indoors: Restaurants: Consider take-out, curb side-pick, or delivery only. Consider closing 
indoor bars. 

Outdoors: Restaurants: Consider take-out, curb side-pick, or delivery only. Consider 
closing outdoor bars. 

Salons, Spas Consider not opening except minimum operations. 

Office, Workplaces Consider only essential workforce on-site with active monitoring of symptoms, physical 
distancing, and face coverings when feasible. 

Grocery Stores and Pharmacies Remain open but no dine-in, self-service or customer self-dispensing. 

Retail Consider only mail delivery and curbside pick-up; stores with outside entrances may allow 
up to 5 patrons to enter, for example. 
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Gyms Consider not opening except minimum operations. 

Campgrounds Consider not opening except minimum operations. 

Hotels, Lodging Consider opening with strict sanitation protocols. 

Concerts, Festivals, Sports Events Consider not holding these events. 

Pools and Beaches Consider not opening except to minimum operations. 

Outdoor Amusement Consider not opening except to minimum operations. 

Medical Services Emergency medical services should always be available and encouraged. If health care 
capacity is strained, consider scaling back routine and elective services. 

  

High Mitigation 

Activity-Specific Considerations Note: This is a menu of potential strategies to consider, it is not an all-inclusive list. The 
identification of local clusters associated with activities may indicate targeted strategies for specific sectors. 

Travel Consider recommending people self-monitor for symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 days after 
return from travel. 



Page 11 of 19 

Revised October 14, 2020 

 

Gatherings Indoors: Consider limiting size of gatherings outside of household (example: 10 people or 
fewer with physical distancing and face coverings). 

Outdoors: Consider allowing gatherings with limited size (example: 25 people or fewer with 
physical distancing and face coverings). 

Bar, Restaurants Indoors: Consider restaurants to open with limited capacity (example: 25% capacity). 
Consider closing indoor bars. 

Outdoors: Consider outdoor restaurant and bar operations at a limited capacity (example: 
50%). 

Salons, Spas Consider these services to operate with limited capacity (25% capacity). 

Office, Workplaces Continue remote work as feasible. For those who can’t work remotely, consider allowing no 
more than 25% of workforce on-site with active monitoring of symptoms, physical 
distancing, and face coverings when feasible. 

Grocery Stores and Pharmacies Consider limited dine-in (example: 25% capacity), with no self-service or customer self-
dispensing. 

Retail Consider limiting higher patron or capacity percentage (example: 50% capacity). 

Gyms Consider being open with limited capacity (example: 25% capacity). 

Campgrounds Consider limiting to independent units at 25% capacity. 

Hotels, Lodging Consider strict sanitation protocols. 

Concerts, Festivals, Sports Events Consider limiting spectators at these events (example: 25%, not including employees). 
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Pools and Beaches Consider being opening with limited capacity (example: 25% capacity). 

Outdoor Amusement Consider being open with limited capacity (example: 25% capacity). 

Medical Services Emergency medical services should always be available and encouraged. Encourage 
routine and elective services to continue if health care capacity is not strained. 

  

Medium Mitigation 

Activity-Specific Considerations Note: This is a menu of potential strategies to consider, it is not an all-inclusive list. The 
identification of local clusters associated with activities may indicate targeted strategies for specific sectors. 

Travel Consider recommending people self-monitor for symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 days after 
return from travel. 

Gatherings Indoors: Consider limiting size of gatherings outside of household (example: 25 people or 
fewer with physical distancing and face coverings). 

Outdoors: Consider limiting size of gathering (example: 50 people or fewer with physical 
distancing and face coverings). 

Bar, Restaurants Indoors: Consider restaurants to open with limited capacity (example: 50% capacity). 
Consider indoor bars be open with limited capacity (example: 25% capacity). 

Outdoors: Consider outdoor restaurant and bar operations at a limited capacity (example: 
75% capacity). 

Salons, Spas Consider these services to operate with limited capacity (example: 50% capacity). 
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Office, Workplaces Continue remote work as feasible. For those who can’t work remotely, consider allowing no 
more than 50% of workforce on-site with active monitoring of symptoms, physical 
distancing, and face coverings when feasible. 

Grocery Stores and Pharmacies Consider limited dine-in (example: 50% capacity), and reducing restrictions on self-service 
or customer self-dispensing 

Retail Consider limiting higher patron or capacity percentage (example: 50% of capacity). 

Gyms Consider limited capacity (example: 50% capacity). 

Campgrounds Consider  limiting to independent units at 50% capacity. 

Hotels, Lodging Consider opening with strict sanitation protocols. 

Concerts, Festivals, Sports Events Consider these events to occur with limited spectators (example: 50% capacity, not 
including employees). 

Pools and Beaches Consider opening with limited capacity (example: 50% capacity). 

Outdoor Amusement Consider opening with limited capacity (example: 50% capacity). 

Medical Services Routine, elective, and emergency medical services available and encouraged. 
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Low Mitigation  

Activity-Specific Considerations Note: This is a menu of potential strategies to consider, it is not an all-inclusive list. The 
identification of local clusters associated with activities may indicate targeted strategies for specific sectors. 

Travel Consider recommending people self-monitor for symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 days after 
return from travel. 

Gatherings Indoors: Consider limited size of gatherings outside of household (example: 50 people or 
fewer with physical distancing and face coverings). 

Outdoors: Consider gatherings with limited size (example: 100 people or fewer with 
physical distancing and face coverings). 

Bar, Restaurants Indoors: Consider opening restaurants with limited capacity (example: 75% capacity). 
Consider opening indoor bars with limited capacity (example: 50% capacity). 

Outdoors: Consider outdoor restaurant and bar operations at a limited capacity (example: 
75% capacity). 

Salons, Spas Consider these services to operate with employees wearing masks at all times and 
customers wearing masks to the extent possible. 

Office, Workplaces Consider on-site at 75% capacity with active monitoring of symptoms, physical distancing 
and face coverings when feasible. 

Grocery Stores and Pharmacies Consider staying open with limited dine-in (example: 75% capacity), and reducing 
restrictions on self-service or customer self-dispensing. 

Retail Consider limiting higher patron or capacity percentage (example: 75% of capacity). 
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Gyms Consider reopening with limited capacity (example: 75% capacity). 

Campgrounds Consider  limiting to independent units at 75% capacity 

Hotels, Lodging Consider opening with strict sanitation protocols. 

Concerts, Festivals, Sports Events Consider these events to occur with limited spectators (example: 75% capacity, not 
including employees). 

Pools and Beaches Consider opening with limited capacity (example: 75% capacity). 

Outdoor Amusement Consider opening with limited capacity (example: 75% capacity). 

Medical Services Routine, elective, and emergency medical services available and encouraged. 

  


