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3000 OBJECTIVE AND POLICY 

OBJECTIVE 

To provide a quantifiable means of evaluating progress on both short and long 

term goals on the Wood County Forest. 

 

POLICY 

Annual accomplishments will be recorded as a historical record, to assist in future 

planning, and to provide documentation for both the County, and the County 

Forest system.  This information is invaluable in addressing public, County 

Board, and other legislative inquiries on the operation of the Forest as well as 

assessing progress on goals. 

 

3100 ANNUAL ACCOMPLISHMENT REPORTS 

A copy of an annual accomplishment report shall be prepared and provided to 

members of the County Board and to official copyholders of this Plan for 

inclusion into this chapter.   

 

This report shall include, at a minimum, the following: 

1. Timber sale accomplishments including gross and net sale receipts 

and harvest goals achieved.   

2. Timber stand improvements accomplishments. 

3. Recreation development and maintenance accomplishments 

including recreation revenues and expenses. 

4. Wildlife management accomplishments including revenues and 

expenses. 

5. Fisheries management accomplishments including revenues and 

expenses. 

6. Other accomplishments identified as “needs” in Chapter 1000. 
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3200 PAST ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 This summary of the Forest activities provides a running history of 

accomplishments by activity.  It is a quick and accessible reference for 

accomplishments on the County Forest.  Records for planting and timber sale 

activity go back to 1935.  Other activities shown include timber stand 

improvement, recreational developments and wildlife habitat accomplishments.   
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3210 FOREST PRODUCTS 
 
3210.1 Timber  
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WOOD COUNTY FOREST TIMBER SALES HISTORY

NUMBER MBF CORDS ACRES TOTAL CORD VALUE
YEAR OF SALES SAWTIMBER PULPWOOD CUT EQUIVALENT OF SALES

1935 0 0 0 0 0 $0
1936 0 0 0 0 0 $0
1937 0 0 0 0 0 $0
1938 0 0 0 0 0 $0
1939 0 0 0 0 0 $0
1940 0 0 0 0 0 $0
1941 0 0 0 0 0 $0
1942 0 0 0 0 0 $0
1943 0 0 0 0 0 $0
1944 0 0 0 0 0 $0
1945 0 0 0 0 0 $0
1946 0 0 0 0 0 $0
1947 0 0 0 0 0 $0
1948 1 0 30 2 30 $15
1949 2 0 42 3 42 $43
1950 1 0 8 1 8 $12
1951 0 0 0 0 0 $0
1952 0 0 0 0 0 $0
1953 0 0 0 0 0 $0
1954 9 3 36 64 43 $2,706
1955 11 123 1,785 169 2,057 $4,912
1956 12 0 806 219 806 $2,042
1957 8 57 461 115 588 $2,214
1958 11 0 1,343 311 1,343 $2,819
1959 18 71 473 214 630 $2,673
1960 1 0 206 32 206 $464
1961 3 0 195 37 195 $429
1962 2 0 1,376 199 1,376 $2,506
1963 7 465 277 329 1,303 $8,128
1964 5 53 1,720 203 1,837 $4,663
1965 4 416 85 416 1,158 $0
1966 4 0 406 54 406 $1,116
1967 4 0 969 166 969 $1,934
1968 7 0 2,084 274 2,084 $10,961
1969 5 0 566 47 566 $3,681
1970 5 230 803 180 1,258 $13,071
1971 7 0 963 128 963 $3,317
1972 11 0 1,769 186 1,769 $7,686
1973 17 0 3,524 377 3,524 $9,745
1974 23 0 8,209 540 8,209 $60,286
1975 14 0 2,935 258 2,935 $11,573
1976 10 0 3,878 258 3,878 $33,077
1977 16 0 4,196 391 4,196 $31,145
1978 8 0 1,925 142 1,925 $15,271
1979 8 0 5,023 200 5,023 $45,982
1980 24 0 9,072 709 9,072 $97,772
1981 9 27 2,165 208 2,178 $14,229
1982 9 0 2,616 241 2,616 $26,360
1983 6 0 2,075 169 2,075 $27,587
1984 3 0 1,054 40 1,054 $2,194
1985 10 0 4,839 357 4,839 $40,829
1986 9 0 4,359 357 4,359 $56,381
1987 4 7.12 2,031 66 2,046 $10,057



WOOD COUNTY FOREST TIMBER SALES HISTORY

1988 2 84.39 343 34 343 $23,179
1989 15 15.08 8,261 467 8,292 $31,029
1990 13 27 5,915 317 5,974 $48,863
1991 21 26.12 8,828 536 8,886 $41,263
1992 16 0 10,209 945 10,300 $39,204
1993 11 221.12 8,714 634 9,209 $75,860
1994 20 0 12,416 890 12,636 $107,432
1995 14 22.74 9,638 647 9,688 $99,733
1996 14 123.35 13,239 1,153 13,595 $92,007
1997 9 16.56 9,052 672 9,093 $96,726
1998 18 124.64 11,510 948 11,787 $128,497
1999 9 64.85 5,941 415 6,263 $109,814
2000 0 0 0 0 0 $0
2001 15 54.3 11,941 843 12,064 $274,407
2002 15 145.08 14,795 1,159 15,144 $335,307
2003 9 131.75 9,649 664 9,985 $241,578
2004 5 11.13 3,395 229 3,419 $63,878
2005 30 994.05 23,411 1,815 25,790 $763,708

TOTAL 544 3514.28 241,561 20,030 250,034 $3,130,365
NO. SALES MBF CORDS ACRES CD. EQUIV. VALUE



3210.2 Non-timber forest products 

Wood County has issued very few non-timber forest products over time.  The 

only records available include two recent permits issued for collecting maple and 

birch saplings to be used for artwork. 

 

3220 REFORESTATION 

Year Planting 
acres 

Seeding 
acres Year Planting 

acres 
Seeding 

acres 
1935 741 0 1971 0 0 
1936 0 0 1972 8 0 
1937 285 0 1973 0 0 
1938 0 0 1974 10 0 
1939 353 0 1975 49 0 
1940 740 0 1976 77 0 
1941 572 0 1977 12 0 
1942 158 0 1978 10 0 
1943 40 0 1979 43 0 
1944 114 0 1980 80 0 
1945 69 0 1981 48 0 
1946 121 0 1982 67 0 
1947 141 0 1983 87 0 
1948 115 0 1984 85 0 
1949 175 0 1985 15 0 
1950 74 0 1986 29 0 
1951 91 0 1987 54 0 
1952 110 44 1988 8 0 
1953 145 0 1989 0 0 
1954 226 0 1990 33 0 
1955 85 0 1991 63 0 
1956 131 0 1992 13 0 
1957 87 0 1993 41 0 
1958 95 0 1994 0 0 
1959 100 0 1995 0 0 
1960 91 0 1996 45 0 
1961 75 0 1997 0 0 
1962 46 0 1998 3 0 
1963 70 0 1999 0 0 
1964 61 0 2000 0 0 
1965 0 0 2001 0 0 
1966 0 0 2002 0 0 
1967 0 0 2003 15 0 
1968 40 0 2004 3 32 

1969 25 0 2005 3 8 

1970 76 0   
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3230 TIMBER STAND IMPROVEMENT 

The following table shows acres of improvement work completed by year.  

Projects include: aspen maintenance (post sale shearing), pine release, white pine 

pruning, oak release, and non-commercial thinning.  Records of the type of 

practice completed in each year are not available. 

YEAR 

TIMBER STAND 

IMPROVEMENT 

ACRES 

1942 493 

1959 20 
1961 40 
1962 149 
1963 63 
1977 10 
1978 35 
1979 41 
1980 89 
1981 114 
1983 50 
1984 34 
1985 180 
1986 105 
1987 94 
1988 110 
1990 97 
1993 40 
1996 24 
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3240 RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS 
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3240 Recreational Developments 
 

Year 
Snowmobile 

Trail 
Mileage 

ATV 
Trail 

Mileage 

Hiking 
Trail 

Mileage 

Skiing 
Mileage 

# of 
Shooting 
Ranges 

# of Boat 
Landings 

# of 
Campsites 

# of 
Shelters 

# of 
Toilets 
(Pit & 
Flush) 

# of 
Showers 

# of 
Beach 
Houses 

# of Play-
grounds 

# of 
Tennis 
Courts 

# of Fish 
Cleaning 
Stations 

# of 
Handicapped  
Access Areas 

# of 
Handicapped 

Hunting  Blinds 

1948 -               - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - -
1953 -               - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - -

                 
1963 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1964 -               - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - -
1965 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1966 -                - - - - - - - 1 1 - - - - - -
1967 -               - - - - - - - 2 - - - - - - -
1968 -           - - - - - 45 - 1 - 1 - - - - -
1969 -               - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - -
1970 -              - - - - 1 - - 1 - - - - - - -
1971 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1972 -               - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - -
1973 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1974              30 - - - - - 28 - 2 - - - - - - -
1975 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1976 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1977 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1978 -             - - - - - 23 - 1 - - - - - - -
1979 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1980 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1981 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1982 -               - 5 5 - - - - - - - - 2 - - -
1983 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1984 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1985 - 10 -              - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1986 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1987 -               - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - -
1988 -               - - - - - - 2 - - - - - - - -
1989 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1990 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1991 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1992 -               - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - -
1993 -              - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 - 
1994 - 2 -             - - - - - - - - 1 - - - -



Year 
Snowmobile 

Trail 
Mileage 

ATV 
Trail 

Mileage 

Hiking 
Trail 

Mileage 

Skiing 
Mileage 

# of 
Shooting 
Ranges 

# of Boat 
Landings 

# of 
Campsites 

# of 
Shelters 

# of 
Toilets 
(Pit & 
Flush) 

# of 
Showers 

# of 
Beach 
Houses 

# of Play-
grounds 

# of 
Tennis 
Courts 

# of Fish 
Cleaning 
Stations 

# of 
Handicapped  
Access Areas 

# of 
Handicapped 

Hunting  Blinds 

1995 -               - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - -
1996 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1997 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1998 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1999 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
2000 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
2001 -               - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 
2002 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
2003 -               - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - -
2004 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
2005 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
2006 -                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

 



3250 WILDLIFE PROJECTS 
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3250 Wildlife Projects 
 

Year Flowages 
Developed/Acres 

Roads 
(Miles) 

# of 
Parking 
Areas 

Jack 
Pine 

Seeding 
(Acres) 

Tag 
Alder 

Shearing 
(Acres) 

Wildlife 
Seeding 
(Acres) 

Prairie 
Establishment 

(Acres) 

# of 
Raptor 
Surveys 

# of 
Carnivore 
Surveys 

1962 1/312 - - - - - - - - 
1963 - - - - - - - - - 
1964 - - - - - - - - - 
1965 - - - - - - - - - 
1966 - - - - - - - - - 
1967 - - - - - - - - - 
1968 - - - - - - - - - 
1969 - - - - - - - - - 
1970 - - - - - - - - - 
1971 - - - - - - - - - 
1972 - - - - - - - - - 
1973 - - - - - - - - - 
1974 - - - - - - - - - 
1975 - - - - - - - - - 
1976 - - - - - - - - - 
1977 - - - - - - - - - 
1978 - - - - - - - - - 
1979 - - - - - - - - - 
1980 - - - - - - - - - 
1981 - - - - - - - - - 
1982 - - - - - - - - - 
1983 - - - - - - - - - 
1984 - - - - - - - - - 
1985 1/11 - - - - - - - - 
1986 - - - - - - - - - 
1987 - - - - - - - - - 
1988 - - - - - - - - - 
1989 - - - - - - - - - 
1990 - - - - - - - - - 
1991 - - - - - - - - - 
1992 - - - - - - - - - 
1993 - - - - - - - - - 
1994 - - - - - - - - - 
1995 - 1.4 - - - - - - - 
1996 - - - - - - - - - 
1997 - - - - - - - - - 
1998 - - 1 - - - - - - 
1999 - - - - - - - - - 
2000 - - 2 - - - - - - 
2001 - .6 1 - - - - - - 
2002 - - - - - - 7 - - 
2003 - - - - - - - - - 
2004 - - 2 8 50 - - 1 1 
2005 - - - - 23 1 - 1 - 
2006 - - - - - - - 1 - 

 



3300 MONITORING     

3310 FOREST TYPES 

WOOD COUNTY FOREST 

COMPOSITION 

Forest Type Original 
Acres 

Original %  1995 
Acres 

1995% 2005 
Acres 

2005%  Proposed 
Acres 

Proposed 
% 

Aspen 18,154 58.6%  18,218 49.2% 17,616 46.7%  17,417 46.2%
Bottld. Hdwd 787 2.5%  952 2.6% 1,155 3.1%  1,155 3.1%
W. Birch 28 0.1%  118 0.3% 61 0.2%  61 0.2%
Central hdwd. 0 0.0%  32 0.1% 15 0.0%  15 0.0%
Fir-Spruce 23 0.1%  53 0.1% 53 0.1%  56 0.1%
Red maple 0 0.0%  0 0.0% 296 0.8%  194 0.5%
N. Hdwd. 78 0.3%  257 0.7% 290 0.8%  258 0.7%
Oak 2,606 8.4%  2,205 6.0% 3,497 9.3%  3,221 8.5%
Scrub Oak 1,073 3.5%  1,775 4.8% 1,518 4.0%  1,304 3.5%
Jack pine 486 1.6%  506 1.4% 309 0.8%  309 0.8%
Red pine 3,029 9.8%  2,409 6.5% 2,319 6.2%  1,843 4.9%
White pine 0 0.0%  1,469 4.0% 1,684 4.5%  3,005 8.0%
Tamarack 33 0.1%  120 0.3% 255 0.7%  255 0.7%
Total Forested 26,297 84.9%  28,114 76.0% 29,068 77.1%  29,093 77.2%

      
Upl. Grass 792 2.6%  231 0.6% 146 0.4%  141 0.4%
Herb. Veg. 0 0.0%  17 0.0% 17 0.0%  4 0.0%

Muskeg bog 0 0.0%  63 0.2% 56 0.1%  56 0.1%
Emergent veg. 0 0.0%  179 0.5% 60 0.2%  60 0.2%
Nonc..Grass 0 0.0%  4,745 12.8% 4,591 12.2%  4,591 12.2%
Water 0 0.0%  248 0.7% 263 0.7%  263 0.7%
Low. brush 0 0.0%  111 0.3% 78 0.2%  78 0.2%
Alder 513 1.7%  778 2.1% 861 2.3%  861 2.3%
Red Dogwood 85 0.3%  85 0.2% 131 0.3%  131 0.3%
Willow 3,265 10.5%  2,001 5.4% 1,858 4.9%  1,858 4.9%
Minor Lake 0 0.0%  35 0.1% 39 0.1%  39 0.1%
Minor stream 0 0.0%  42 0.1% 265 0.7%  265 0.7%
R-O-W 0 0.0%  199 0.5% 153 0.4%  153 0.4%
Upland brush 21 0.1%  25 0.1% 7 0.0%  0 0.0%
Rock outcrop 0 0.0%  8 0.0% 7 0.0%  7 0.0%

Miscellaneous 0 0.0%  115 0.3% 101 0.3%  101 0.3%

Total non-
forest 

4,676 15.1%  8,882 24.0% 8,633 22.9%  8,608 22.8%

      
Total 
Property 

30,973 100.0%  36,996 100.0% 37,701 100.0%  37,701 100.0%
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*Misc. non-forest acreage includes parking areas, campgrounds, picnic areas, and trails 

(vehicle, snowmobile, ATV). 

 

The aspen forest type is the major type found on Wood County Forest.  Acreage in aspen 

is expected to remain somewhat steady over the planning period.  Preliminary data shows 

only a modest 0.5% decrease in acreage.  In reality, it’s expected that the aspen forest 

type will decline to around 44% of total acreage as some stands succeed to maple, oak, 

and white pine.  Over the last planning period, Wood County emphasized aspen 

harvesting to regenerate much of the remaining over mature stands.  Recon data still 

shows 2600+ acres of mature aspen stands to harvest, or approximately 15% of the aspen 

acreage.  We anticipate aspen regeneration to occur on two-thirds of this acreage in sales 

established during the next planning cycle. 

 

The other expected changes to note include a slight decrease in the oak and red pine types 

with a more substantial increase in the white pine type.  Most of the increase in white 

pine acreage is coming from the “scrub” oak and aspen forests.  Some of the mature red 

pine stands will also be converted to white pine.  This conversion will occur on high 

water table sands where white pine is better suited than existing red pine.  
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3320 HARVESTING 

The following tables compare harvest goals from the 1996-2005 Plan with the 

established, sold and closed data for major forest types and for all sales.  
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TIMBER SALE MONITORING - Actual sale activity in Acres compared to Needs in 1996-05 Plan

WOOD COUNTY FOREST
*Includes Major Forest types and Total

Aspen Oak Red Pine White Pine **All Others

YEAR

Need 
(from 
96-05 
Plan) Estab Sold Closed 

Need 
(from 
96-05 
Plan) Estab Sold Closed 

Need 
(from 96-
05 Plan) Estab Sold Closed 

Need 
(from 96-
05 Plan) Estab Sold Closed 

Need 
(from 96-
05 Plan) Estab Sold Closed 

1996 785 385 385 825 167 0 0 172 155 103 103 88 73 98 98 50 105 0 0 17
1997 786 222 222 325 167 49 49 96 155 151 151 185 73 43 43 5 105 26 26 63
1998 785 301 301 563 167 111 111 45 155 55 55 143 74 135 135 113 104 111 111 8
1999 786 258 258 172 167 0 0 24 155 172 172 63 73 49 49 46 105 0 0 75
2000 785 500 500 0 167 135 135 0 155 0 0 0 73 4 4 0 105 43 43 0
2001 786 630 630 427 167 57 57 22 155 0 0 317 74 214 214 46 104 0 0 31
2002 785 212 212 529 167 150 150 97 155 191 191 162 73 26 26 307 105 0 0 64
2003 786 230 230 431 167 184 184 65 155 120 120 94 73 23 23 75 105 264 264 0
2004 786 226 226 98 167 164 164 29 155 464 464 7 74 32 32 30 104 6 6 0
2005 786 27 27 814 168 35 35 321 156 68 68 554 73 7 7 98 105 41 41 29

Total 7,856 2,991 2,991 4,184 1,671 885 885 871 1,551 1,324 1,324 1,613 733 631 631 770 1,047 491 491 287
Annual 
Average 786 299 299 418 167 89 89 87 155 132 132 161 73 63 63 77 105 49 49 29

ALL SALES

Year

Need 
(from 96-
05 Plan) Estab 

Recon 
in lieu 
of sale 
(1)

Total 
Sale 
activity Sold Closed

*Needs" are taken from 1996-2005 Plan, Chptr. 1000 1996 1,285 586 0 586 586 1,152
**All Others includes jack pine, bottomland hardwoods, 1997 1,286 491 0 491 491 674
   birch, northern hardwoods, fir-spruce and tamarack 1998 1,286 713 0 713 713 872
(1) "Recon in lieu of sale is from Accomplishment rpts. 1999 1,286 479 118 597 479 380

2000 1,286 682 26 708 682 0
2001 1,286 901 0 901 901 843
2002 1,286 579 161 740 579 1,159
2003 1,286 821 427 1,248 821 665
2004 1,286 892 113 1,005 892 164
2005 1,285 178 23 201 178 1,816

12,858 6,322 868 7,190 6,322 7,725
ANNUAL AVERAGE: 1,286 632 87 719 632 773

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS: Timber sale activity fell short of the "need" by an average of 567 acres per year.  The shortfall is a result of the lack of county staff and limited
DNR assistance hours that can be put solely into timber sale establishment.  The county did hire an independent consulting forester in 2003 to assist in sale establishment 
in the bottomland hardwood forest type. The county has also hired interns who have assisted in sale establishment efforts.
The annual allowable cut for Wood County Forest is 527 acres/year.



3330 FLORA / FAUNA 

Oak wilt continues to spread, particularly in the Port Edwards block, and is a 

significant management issue for Wood County.  More timber sale emphasis is 

being placed on salvaging oak stands infected with wilt.  Reforestation efforts on 

oak stands may also increase depending on the extent of natural regeneration on 

these sites.  In addition, many red pine stands planted in the 1940’s and 1950’s are 

beginning to decline on the forest.  Developing a regeneration plan for these 

stands will be another major management focus during this planning period. 

 

Invasive species are beginning to show on Wood County.  Buckthorn has been 

found in the Seneca Block.  This species will be monitored and steps taken to 

control it’s spread.  Gypsy moth is established in Wood County and can be found 

in low numbers on the forest to date.  Outbreaks are likely to occur at some time; 

Wood County will continue to work towards maintaining a healthy forest to 

minimize damage from this insect. 

 

A number of new wildlife species are now using the county forest; wolves and 

black bear are relatively new to county forest lands.  In cooperation with DNR 

wildlife staff, the county has completed track surveys designed to estimate the 

wolf presence on the county lands.  Black bears are not uncommon any more in 

Central Wisconsin and are known to den on county forest lands over winter.  

Wood County has also completed several Goshawk and Red Shouldered Hawk 

surveys.  RSH are using several areas of the forest – county and DNR forest 

managers will be learning how to manage the forest with consideration for these 

birds of special interest in Wisconsin.  

 

3340 RECREATIONAL USE 

Recreational demand on the Wood County Forest continues to center around 

wildlife game species.  ATV use and recreational demand has grown over the last 

ten years and is expected to continue into the next planning period.  Requests for 

additional trails are brought to the Park and Forestry Committee and will be 

evaluated to determine their compatibility with other uses of the forest and the 

capability of the sites to support their use.  Any amendment to the plan regarding 
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ATV use must be approved by the Park & Forestry Committee, county board and 

the DNR.  

 

3350 HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE FOREST AREAS  

Wood County Forest has three areas identified and recognized as high 

conservation value forests or wetland ecological reference areas.  These sites 

include: Red Oak Bottoms, a forested site along the Hemlock Creek near 

Dexterville, WI; Owl Creek Fen Savanna, a large peatland area along near 

Dexterville; and Hiles Wetlands, a wet meadow area in the western portion of the 

county forest.  These areas will be managed and monitored in cooperation with 

the DNR Bureau of Endangered Resources as budgets allow.  Additional site 

specific information provided by Endangered Resources staff is included in this 

chapter. 

 

 

3360 ROADS & ACCESS 

The previous long range plan identified the need to develop an access 

management plan for the forest.  Additional demand, and sometimes abuse, on 

existing roads has increased over the last planning period.  Many access roads are 

in poor condition due to overuse and seasonally wet conditions.  Roads that are 

rutted and difficult to travel are a detriment to selling timber and to providing 

access for recreation for the public.  In addition, many secondary roads are used 

as a means to dump garbage in the forest.   

 

Because of these issues, Wood County developed a series of maps, found in 

chapter 900, which identify the primary and secondary roads on the forest.  Road 

closings, using berms, boulders, and/or gates, are proposed and shown on the 

maps to help remedy these problems.  A majority of the road closings are 

proposed in the Seneca Block of the forest, nearest to the population center of the 

Wisconsin Rapids area where most of the road damage is occurring.  

 

The county plans to upgrade two roads during the next planning period to qualify 

for the County Forest Road Aids program. County Forest gates and parking areas 
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are inspected periodically and repairs and/or improvements will be completed 

when needed.  Primary roads will also be graded and repaired as needed.  
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